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Tegrslntie Assembly,
Wednesday, 3rd July, 1901.

Papers presepted — Question: Kalgoorlie-Kamballie
ilway, Duplieation — Question: Tick-infested
Cattle, Northern Territory-- Question : Rabbit Acs,
Pagteur TInstitute — Question: Point Snmpson,
Expenditure -- Question: Contingents in South
Africa, Casualties and Illnfss-'%uestinn : Dry Dock
atFrewmantle, Construction—Address-in.reply, third
dny of debata—Adjourmmnent.

The SPEAKER took the Charr at 4-30
o'clock, p.m.

PrAYERS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Preaier: 1, Annuoal report of
Depurtment of Land Titles; 2, Reserves
classified as “ B"” under Permanent
Reserves Act; 3, Stock Diseases Act
Regulations; 4, Iand Act Regulations;
5, By-laws under Roads Act, Cemeteries
Act, and Land Act.

By the CoLoNIAL SECRETARY: Regu-
lations under Industrial Conciliation and
Arbitration Act.

Ordered to lie on the table,

QUESTION—XALGOORLIE-KAMBALLIE
RAILWAY, DUPLICATION.

Mz W.J. GEORGE asked the Pre-
mier, in the absence of the Coinmissioner
of Railways: 1, The cost to date of the
duplication of the Kalgoorlie to Kamballie
railway, including fencing, station build-
ings, etc. 2, What had been the financial
result of the adoption of the barrier
system on the before-named railway.

Tug PREMIER replied :—1, The
amount expended to date is £37,011 Os.
9d. 2, The barrier system has only
been introduced at Hannans Street and
Kalaroo, two out of the five stations on the
Boulder line, and the information desired
1s therefore not available.

QUESTION—TICK-INFESTED CATTLE,
NORTHERN TERRITORY.

Mz. HARPER asked the Attorney
General what steps the Government. pros
posed to take to prevent cattle from the
tick-infested districts of the Northern
Tarritory from being driven into the tick-
free districts of this State, after the
Federal Tariff Act comes into force.
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Contingents and Reports.

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
G. Leake) replied:—The matter had not
yet been considered, but inquiries would
be made.

QUESTION—RABBIT ACT, PASTEUR
INSTITUTE.

De. HICKS asked the Premier, If
comwunications had already been estab-
lished with the Pasteur Institute in Paris
with & view of obtaining information
and, if necessary, securing the services of
an expert to deal with the rabbit pest on
seientafic lines.

Tee PREMIER replied : —No.

QUESTION—POINT SAMPSON,
EXPENDITURE.

Dr. HICKS asked the Premier: t,
What steps are being taken to make
Point Sampson an efficient port. 2, What
money has to date been spent on this
project., 3, If there has been any reap-
propriation of any portion of the sum of
£12,000 voted by Parliament for this
purpose.

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied :~1, Borings have been made to
determine nature of the bottom, and
plans for a stock jetty are mearing com-
pletion. Trial bores to test for best sites
for water supply have also been put
down, and both fresh and stock water
bave been struck. 2z, A sum of £301;
made up of £176 on boring for jetty
foundations, and £125 on boring for
water. 3, No.

QUESTION—CONTINGENTS IN SOUTH
AFRICA, CASTUALTIES AND TLLNESS,

How. F. H. PIESSE asked the Pre-
mier, What steps were being taken by the
Government to have prompt information
sent to the State from Scuth Africa as
to the casualties which may befall our
troops there, and also as to serious cases
of illness.

Tee PREMIER replied :—A cable has
heen sent to the Governor of Cape Colony,
of which the following is the text, dated
1st July, 1901 :— Complaints are being
made that no information of West Aus-
tralians who are killed, sick, or wounded
is being received. Instances are guoted
where first news of death was received
hy letter. Shall be obliged if you will
inquire into the matfer with view to
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altering alleged state of things” No
reply bas yet been received to this cable,

QUESTION—DRY DOCK AT FREMANTLE,
CONSTRUCTION.

Mr. F. WILSON asked the Minister
for Works, Whether it was the intention
of the Grovernment to commence the con-
struction of a Dry Dock at Fremantle at
an early date. If not, would private

.enterprise be permitted to undertake the
work ? .

Tere MINISTER FOR WORKS
replied :—The bulk of the funds originally
voted for this purpose having been reap-
propriated, the GGovernment intended to
reinstate them in the next Loan Bill.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY TO OPENING
SPEECH.

THIRD DAY QF DEBATE.

Debate vesamed from the previous day,
on the motion for adoption of the Address-
in-reply.

Mg. J. EWING (South-West Mining}:
I do not think I should have risen to
make any speech on the Address-in-reply
bad not innuendos been cast by members
on the other side of the House as Lo the
position which I occupy in my seat on
the cross Opposition bench. I do not at
this stage intend to offer any explanation
beyond that eontained in the few words
that I shall buve the hononr of address-
ing to this House. PBut I will say, in
passing, that I, as a member returned by
a very large and very important con-
stituency, refuse to take the slightest
notice of newspaper innuendos or of any
inuendos thrown from the other side of
the House, challenging my position here.
I say, farther, that I am prepared to
take the responsibility of my actions, and
to let others deal with me in the future
if T cannot do right. So far as the
policy of the Government is concerned, it
18 practically the policy which I advocated
ut the general elections.

A MenseEr: Walk over to this side,
then.

Mr. EWING: No; I will do nothing
of the kind at the present time. So far
as the policy is concerned, I will say that
there 18 very little in it. I assure you
that had the Ministry taken the speeches
I delivered and the ideas I put forward
during my election campaign, they would
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have had a more progressive and more
democratic programme teo place before
this House. Although it meets with
my approval as far as it goes, it
does not, in my opinion, ge far enough.
I am prepared to go a good deal
farther, and I am very much sur-
prised that the {}overnment have not
thonght it necessary te go very muech
farther, in the direction of social legis-
lation. I have the honour to represent a
constituency of working men, and [ think
that very wuch is required in the way of
gocial legislation, and that much more
might be introduced. But iy pgreat
objection to the policy of the Govern-
ment is that it is not a progressive policy.
If it were a progressive policy, I would
be prepared to throw in my lot on the
other side of the House; but I say, when
there are works of great national import-
ance in regard to which the country is
awziting developments, I, as the member
for a distriet which demands o work that
perhaps bags bhad the misfortune to be
brought teo frequently under the notice
of the public—no doubt hon. members
know ull about it—want to be satisfied as
to bhow this work is going to be carried
out. We are told that the financial
position of the State is very bad at the
present time, that for many years to come
it will be practically impossible for the
Government to carry out any works of
magnitude.

A Memser: No.

Me. EWING: Whether this is so or
not—and I trust with the interjector that
it is not true—it has been pretty fre-
quently stated. 8o far ag I can see,
there is not in the immediate future any
chance of this work Dbeing carried out.
‘We are told that the indebtedness of the
Stute is something like £17,000,000, and
that this represents £94 per head.
That, of course, iz right: it will be so
when all the works authorised by the late
Parliament have been taken in hand and
duly carried out. Now,I take this stand,
that if I, as a member of this honour-
able Chamber, can bring before it data
proving that any work of national
importance can be carried out, and will
pay interest and sinking fund, and, over
and above that, revenue, then T say that
it is quite competent and right that this
House should consider the advisability of
immediately taking in hand that work
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and carrying it out. This will, of rourse, | their money into large reproductive

increunse the indebtedness per head; hut
I will say this before I go any further
—uand whatever else I may lack, I have the
courage of my opinions, and anything I
have said during my election campaign I
am prepared to say on the floor of this
House—I will say this, that I am in
favour, absolutely and entirely, of the
whole of the raillway system and the
whole of the public worka in this State
being kept in the hands of the Gnvern-
ment if it is possible. If it iz found
impossible, then I say the members of this
Chamber have to consider. and to consider
at once, how these works are going to
be carried out. If, T say, the Premier
will tell me, when he replies. to the
speeches which have been given in this
House on the Address-in-reply, how soon
the Government are prepared to take in
hand works of this character, we shall
koow where we are. But if he says that
the Giovernment are not prepared to take
them in hand, and that the country for
the next four or five years must stand still,
that we must have stagnation in the State,
I for one am not prepared to stand on the
floor of this House and agree to a policy
of that kind. T can assure you that
rather than this should occur, I am
prepared to advocate private enterprise.
Now as for the newspapers of this State,
I take very little notice of them, because
as a public mar I am perfectly satisfied
to be criticised in every pdssible way, and
if I do wrong I am prepared to take the
responsibility of my action. I think T
should be worse than & coward if I feared
to give expression to what I bave expressed
as a public man. If, as T said before, the
neceasity for the conservation of the public
funds of this State renders it absolutely
impossible to carry out public works, then
we must go in for private enterprise. I
will ask hon. members not for a
moment to misunderstand me when I say
that I do not advocate private enterprise
in any shape or form which will be
detrimental to the intevests of the State.
The private enterprise that I advocate
does not include the land-grant railway :
it doeg not mean giving away the patri-
mony of the people as has hitherto been
done. That is a most pernicious system,
and would not have my support for a
single instant. I believe there are plenty
of private people who are willing to put

public works in this State. They are
willing to do so if ther are able to
receive a fair and reasonable return for
the money which they thus invest. In
connection with private enterprise, hon.
members will understand I would not
for a moment give away what belongs to
the people; T would see that their interests
were conserved in every possible way;
and in allowing the building of a railway
or the carrying out of any other public.
work by private enterprise, I would see
that there was a purchasing clause and
that the Government were able to take
over the work at any time it was con-
venient to them to do so. In this
connection—I regret very much that I
have to refer to it—I wish to say that I
stand here as the member for the South-
West Mining electorate. Hon. members
will, I hope, all understand that. I trust
that an opportunity will be found at an
early date to alter the name, which I
have no doubt is a very difficult one. I
do not wish o be referred to in this
House as the member for Collie, because
T am no more the member for Qollie than
T am the member for Greenbushes or the
member for Donnybrook.

A Memeer: Say, member for the Collie
railway.

Mr. EWING : I shall come to that
presently, and I have no doubt I shall
have your support. In his speech on the
Address-in-reply the member for Albany,
when touching on one of the paragraphs
of the Speech, expressed the opinion that
the most important railway to be con-
sidered or taken in hand at this time
was the Esperance railway. Of course
be i entitled to his opinion, and I am
entitled to mine. [M=. GarDINER:
Hear, hear.] T congratulate the hon.
member sincerely for the gentlemanly
way in which he referred to the matter;
and whatever divergencies of opinion we
may have in time to come, whatever side
of the House I may be on, I am perfectly
satisfied thatit will not make the slightest
difference to me when we go outside the
doore of this Chamber. Therefore I join
issue here, though perhaps the present is
not the time to bring data and statisties
relating to this most important work
hefore hon. members. I have no doubt
that as time goes by and as these data
are supplied, it will be found that in the
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whole of the State of Western Aus.
tralia there is mo. more pressing work
than the building of the Collie-Gold-
fields railway line. I do not wish to
address myself to this subject in any
parochial gpirit. I should think that I
were unworthy to occupy a seat in this
House if I did sv. I lock upon the
question as a national question, and one
which in that aspect must of course com-
mend itself to members of this House.
It I do advocate it rather more, perhaps,
than hon. members who are in opposition
to me think I should, they must believe—
or at least I trust they will believe—that
I am not advocating what would advance
my own naterial interests, or the material
interests of any section of this community.
ILam advoenting what I truly and honestly
believe is for the betterment and advance-
ment of the whole State of Western
Australia. I am perfectly satisfied to
leave this matter in the hands of the
Public Works Commitiee, which has been
mentioned in the Governor’s Speech.
This Public Works Committee, of course,
is an innovation as far as this State is
concerned. I have had a very great deal
of experience of Public Works (om-
miltees. Although I have never before
had the bonour to sit in a TLegislative
Chamber, I have watched very carefully
the working of the Public Works Com-
mittee in New South Wales; and I will
say that I should be sorry to think
the Tublic Works Committee to be
placed on the statute books of this
State was going to cost as much as is the
case in New South Wales. I believe
that a Public Works Committee, if it is
judiciously managed, 18 the right thing.
Matters of such vital importance as the
building of railways und the construction
of large public works will come bhefore
this committee, and that is very desir
able. Isay without fear of contradiction,
although no doubt I shall be contradicted,
I am satisfied to leave the matter of
the Collie railway in the hands of a
Public Works Committee, for T am satis-
fied that they will, with the data
provided for them, recommend the House
to carry out this work. In passing I
would say that I do not wish in any way
to tread on the corns of hon. members
who represent the goldfields. I trust we
shall always be able to work hand in
band. If the goldfields members want
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only a fair thing, if they ran produce
data and statistics to prove that their
proposals are entitled to ore attention
than the proposal I bring forward, then
of course the House will give them the
first consideration. I would also say, as
fur as surveys are concerned, so long as
the Government authorise the survey of
the Collie-Goldfields line it watters not
to me what other surveys they authorise.
But I do object to the tone of the two
deputations which waited on the Minister
for Works, and not ounly asked him for
the survey of a certain line for fifty
miles from Coolgardie, which was to
supply wood, but also inferred that
they wanted the imwediate construction
of that line. I must congratulate the
Miuister on his answer, which was
diplomatic, and which showed that he
understood the circumstances. As regards
the supply of firewood for the goldfields
—perhaps I should have mentioned this
before—I have on very reliable authority
this piece of information, that in a very
short time, some two or three years,
there will be a very great scarcity of wood
on the fields; and if this line s not built
for fuel ——

A MempER: Nonsense.
authority ?

Mr. EWING: The hon. gentleman
says “ nonsense,” but I have very good
authority for this. What has struck me
in the matter is the difference of opinion
that exists between members from the
goldfields with regard to it. Some of
them will tell vou that the wood will be
cut out to a reasonable distance of
Kalgoorlie in two vears; others say, in
fourteen years. Well, how is this supply
to be kept going? Tt means that you
bave to build ratiways into the forests:
you will have to denude the forests and
alter the climatic conditions of the State,
and I do not think these are too good now.
To obviate this, I say not one mile of
railway line shoold be put down for the
cutting of the forests while this national
industry of coal-mining is waiting for
development. T say it is necessary and
right that the coal-mining industry should
be developed.  Another question I sbould
like to deal with very shortly iz that of
arbitration in labour disputes. In the
constituency I have the honour to repre-
sent, it is a very necessary thing that
arbitration should be enforced. While

Who is your
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cvmplimenting the member for Subiaco
on the speech he made the other day, I
say that he did right when he asked the
Ministry to introduce this Bill at once;
and I am quite sure there will be no
epposition to it in this House. It will be
carried, and compulsory arbitration will
be the order of the day. In the coal- .
mining constituency 1 represent to a
certain extent, it is very necessary that
there should be no cessation of work and
that arbitration should be absolutely
compulsory there. .

A Meweer: Or anywhere else.

Mz. EWING: Or anywhere else. T
can assure you that the trouble around
us to-day is very serious. I trust it will
soon be overcome, but at the same time it
should be obviated in the future by
compulsory arbitrution, and allowing all
sections of men, whether they work for
the Government or not, to take advantage
of the Arbitration Act. As to the apple
question, go far as I am concerped I hail
with delight the introduction of apples
for the benefit of the community. It was
oanly this morning that I found in my
rack a letter conveying a resolution,
passed by a progress comwiftee in my
constituency, asking me in every possible
way to prevent or do what I could to
prevent the catrying out of the policy
which the Government have laid down.
As far as I am concerned, 1 can assure
you I would not for & woment entertain
such 2 proposal. I believe the apples
ghould come in; but the policy of cantion
the Government have indicated in one
portion of the Speech should have been
instituted in this direction. I regret very
much the Goverminent have rushed this
matter. From the evening paper I notice
that the regulations go through this .
afternoon. While being entirely in
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gympathy with the Government on the
question, I am of opinion it would have !
been much better for the sake of a month, |
six weeks, or perbaps two months, to !
have a select committee of this House to |
go into the matter thoroughly, and report
any danger that might occur from the
importation of apples. I have no idea ‘
whether the codlin moth is here; T know
the people require the apples; but it ‘
would have been much better if that |
process of caution which I see exercised |
on the Ministerial benches had been exer- ‘
t

cised in this particular case. However,
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I trust that if the regulations are passed
and the apples come m, every care will be
taken to see ithat the codlin moth does
not get here, T have been told by those
who ought to know that it is almost
impossible, or very difficult indeed, to
see whether the codlin moth is present
or not. I trust there will be nothing
detrimental to the State from the course
adopted ; but T rvegret that such action
has been taken so hastily, and I would
have been much better pleased if a
royal commission had sat, and had goné
thoroughly into the matier.

Mr. F. W, MoorueAsD: And report
in 1906!

Mr. EWING: I do not intend to
detain the House any longer. I am per-
fectly prepared to give the Ministry a
fair and veasonable support, and I cannot
do otherwise; but I trust that when the
Premier is addressing the House he will,
as far as he can, disabuse my mind of
what perhaps may be erroneous—that he
has a policy of stagnation, of standing
still altogether, in regard to public works.
I hope he will let us see that this will be
a progressive Ministry, and that the
industries are going to be developed, for
as far as I can see it will be impossible
to populate this State if there is going to
be any stagnation at all. If you want to
reduce the indebtedness of the State,
which is considerable at the present
time, you must get population, and I
want to know how population is coming
here if railways are not built and people
settled on the land. In reference to the
Collie-Groldfields line, it is not merely
@ local question. I took the trouble to
go through the district not very long ago,
aud I can assure you there is perhaps the
best land in the State along the route of
the railway ; and, if the vailway is built,
a very short time indeed will elapse
before the Government are repaid by the
populating and taking-up of this land;
so you will sec we are not altogether
gelfish in advocating this scheme for the
carriage of coal. When ths matter.
comes before the House, of course T shall
be prepared to deal with it as far as I
can on statistics and data; but I Delieve
that the members from the goldfields
will find it their duty, and I trust their
pleasure, to afford all the support they
can to the scheme. I thank you most
sincerely for the kind hearing you have
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given me, and 1 trust that in time to
come I may be able to take a different
stand in the House from that which I
take to-night.

Mr. R. D. HUTCHINSON (Gerald-
ton) : Before referring to matters con-
tained in His Excellency’s Speech, I
must state that at the recent eleetion T
pledged myself to give a full support to
the then Premier (Mr. Throssell), a sup-
port, that is, to the policy foreshadowed
by him whes wmaking his speech at
Northam. I do not intend to follow the
Governor’s Speech through from start to
finigh, any more than members who have
preceded me. I do not agree with mem-
bers who have said there is nothing in it.
It appears to me there is one thing shown
iu the Speech, and that is a great deal
of good generalship. Every matter men-
tioned is such thav it may be dealt with
from almost aay point of view, and in
connection with any of them there
appears to be a good line of retreat
by which the Ministry can withdraw.
There is at least one wmatter referred
to in the Speech — the metropolitan
water supply. During the lust session
the same question came up, and on that
occasion I stated I believed the scheme
was deserving of the support of every
member of the House. 1 regret to find,
as T have stated, that in the way the
metropolitan water supply is mentioned
here we have no indication whatever as
to the lnes on which that supply is to be
furnished. We are not told whether it
is the intention of the Government to
provide the funds to obtain the water
supply and administer the machinery
necessary for providing that supply, or
whether a Bill is to be passed into law
providing for a metropolitan water supply
board that will have power to raise the
money, themselves; so that, whatever
course may be followed by the Govern-
ment, we cannot, until they bring forward
the measure, deal with itin any reasonable
or fair manner. The one or two matters
that I intend to mnainly touch upon are
those that have been left out of the
Governor’s Speech, and one is a question
that not only affects the district I repre-
sent, but the whole State more or less.
Thatisthe question of the Midland Railway
Company. The matter has been a great
source of trouble to this State for years,
and it appears to be getting a greater
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curse every day it goes on.  For a long
time past the whole of the people, I may
say, in the Victoria district, and pretty
well I think in the Murchison district
tno, bave been longing to see this matter
dealt with. I do not think that on any
occasion people have tried to influence the
Government to give a big price for the
vailway. We have always recognised it
would be uufair to foree the Government
into a position by which they would give
more than the railway and lands are
worth ; but often have we thought that
some measures might be taken that would
compel this cowmpany, or the official
receiver of the at one time company, to
deal with the lands in the manner intended
by the original contract. This has not
been done. I have no hesitation in say-
ing the contract has never been fulfilled
at all, and I believe I am justified in
agserting that at the present time not
only is the contract not being fulfilled, but
theline is becoming dangerous. I believe
it will be necessary for the Government
before very long to msake a close inspection
of that line, and see whether it is safe for
people to travel over. I think it isa well-
known fact to most people that for two or |
three years pust everything has been run
as finely as it could possibly be; every-
thing possible has been done to save a
shilling here or a shilling there; and in
the minds of most pecple the rolling-
stock, the vailway itself, and everything
connected with the matter, are in a very
bad condition. I am stating this to show
that we do not consider the Government
should bave purchased this line at any
price; but, on the other hand, we think,
as I said just now, that some force should
be brought to Lear to compel the company
to carry out their original contract in
connection with the matter. This con-
tract cannot have been carried out, I
think, if the Premier was correctly re-
ported in cunnection with an interview
a few duys ago. The Premier is reported’
to have said, regarding a speech at Gerald-
ton, the Government did not intend to
pay any such sum as had been mentioned
by the Colonial Treasurer, Hesaid, “ It
is far more likely that the Governmentwill
insist on the terms of the contract being
carried out.” I hope the Government
will insist on that, and I muach regret that
some mention of the matter was not made

in the Speech. Tt is not a small matter,
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but an important one to the whole of the
State, and in asking that it shall be dealt
with iu this way we are not askinyg that
anything unfair shall be dome. The
company have had more than fair-play.
For years now they have had wmoare con-
sideration than they ever deserved, aund
to my mind it would be folly on the part
of this House and this Parliament to allow
thut sort of thing to continue any
longer.

Mg. Mooruean: Do you suggest any-
thing to get aver it ?

Mz. HUTCHINSON: During the
recent Ministerial visit to the porthern
part of this State, the Colonial Treasurer
{Hon. F. Illingworth) was speaking at
Geraldton in two different places. Inthe
afternoon he was speaking at the Munici-
pal Chambers, and in the evening from a
public platform in the Masonic Hall. At
the Municipal Chambers, where the Mid-
tand Railway question was referred to by
the Mayor of Geraldton, theColonial Trea-
surer said he had gone through the whole
of the papers connected with the matter
for the last ten years, and he had come
to the conclusion that the railway should
be purchased now. He said it had been
under offer to the late Government for
£1,350,000, and he considered that
every day the price would be likely to
get greater instead of less. Although
we are anxious now to have this
quesiion dealt with, we recognise that a
very great mistake was made by the
Colonial Treasurer in speaking in the
manper he did. We feel satisfied that
the intention of the company, or the
remnants of the company, for a long
time has been to sorew every possible
peuny they could out of the State; and I
am sure I voice the feelings of the vast
majority of people north of Perth, when
I say we are with other members in
the House in insisting that the company
shall not get more than a fair price, but
that, on the other hand, steps shull be
taken at once to compel them to carry out
the terins und conditions of their contract.
'I'o show that the Coloniul Treasurer had
studied the question beforehand, he said
he hoped the Government would purchase
the line and the land of the Midland
Company for £1,350,000; and he went
on to say that the profit made by the com-
pany for the present year would be about
£45,000, which meant thre: per cent.
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on & million and a half of money. Going
on, he said if the land were purchased by
the State, he would advocate that it be
ireated just in the same manner as the
lands of the repurchased estates were
treated under the Act. He said this
land bad railway facilities, and he did
not ses why the land should be sold at
10s. an acre. In the evening of the same
day, referring to the matter again he
said, I do not see why it should be sold
at 10s. an acre. 1 have myself sold some
of the Midland land at 30s. an acre. 1
am quoting these statements to show that
the Colonial Treasurer could not meau
what he afterwards said, namely that
the land, if purchased by the State, would
be sold cheaper than if it were sold under
the conditions of the land purchase regu-
lations. A protest was made by the
member for the Murchison (Mr. Nanson)
on that occasion against any attempt being
made to deal with the land in a manner
difterent from the land purchased from
the Great Southern Railway Company ;
and desirably so, I think, becanse the
desire of everyone who wishes to get on
the land or see it settled is that people
shall be able to make use of the land,
and that the sales of land should not be
made to pay for the purchase of the line
T really cannot understand his action ox
this matter at all. He appears to have
changed his mind many times about it
for I recollect reading a report of a speeck
he made at Cue during the electior
campaign, when he was reported to have
said he did not want to see the land
purchased, but wanted to see the railway
purchased by the State. Afterwards he
told us that he thought the railway oughi
to be purchased at almost any price; or
a later oceasion he spoke about the price
which should be put on the lands whet
purchased by the State; and later again he
said we should nol get a hig price fo
the land, but should let people have it a1
five shillings an acre. Tt would be inter.
esting for me to know where the hon
member obtained the figures, when he
spoke of about £45,000 profit being made
by the Midland Railway Company for
the current year. I do vot think thes
figures can be iu the hands of the Gov
ernment, and if they were obtained fron
any other source they certainly cannot b
looked on as reliable at all.  Connecter
with this matter is also the question of
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mining on private property. I notice
the Premier referred to it in his speech
some time ago, and promised that the
subject should have the auttention of the
Government; but there is n¢ mention of
it in the Governor's Speech. Probably
the Government, think there will be some
difficulty in dealing with this wining on
private property, because the rights to
the minerals have been sold with the
land ; buot if that be the case, T think we
can easily get over that by tazation of all
unnsed mineral lands that are held in
fee simple by any person in the State.
If we puss a law to do that, and I can
see no reason why we should not do so,
then those persons who hold freehold
mwineral lands, some of them having held
such lands for 30 years or more and bave
not done anything with them and are not
likely to do, would probably make some
arrangement  whereby other persons
should work the minerals. I think the
Minister for Mines (Hon. H. Gregory)
saw sufficient during his visit in that
district to satisfy him there iz a vast
area of mineral land north of Geraldton
that could be effectively dealt with if
people could only have access to the lodes
running through private property. Aun.
other thing that this mining on private
property would help would be that in
view of the Midland question not being
dealt with in the near future, people
who wished to prospect for coal at
the Irwin might obtain access to that
land. At present no one, however
anxions to invest money in the dis-
trict for that purpose, can get near the
land. I know that at present in Geruld-
ton there is one man, not a man of straw,
but one who has made a lot of money on
the Murchison goldfields, Peak Hill
wainly, who is prepared, if he can obtain
land in the Irwin country, to get £20,000
to prospect for and open up coal mines

there, so that he may be able to provide |

a supply of coal not only for the shipping
that would come to Geraldton, but mainly
for the mines in which he is interested
on the Murchison. I think it is a great
pity indeed if the Midland Company or
any such syndicate be allowed to continue

[8 Jory, 1901.]

in the way the Midland Company are .

doing in shutting people from the land, :
however desirous the people may be of

developing the land or working the
minerals. It has been of no use to belp

|
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the company with lean money and that
sort of thing. They made a contract with
this country, and although they have
ever since been coddled and nursed, their
Lills being backed Ly the Government
and everything possible done to encourage
them to go on and assist in developing
the lands of the State, yet in return they
have done nothing but endeavour in one
way or another to get every pound they
could out of this country, They do not
seem to care a ‘“ hang” for what 15 going
to bappen afterwards; but it should be
our business to see that they do not get
all they are striving for. but means shonld
be taken to compel them to carry out the
provisions of their contract, or clear out
and leave it so that other people may go
on with it. T notice that in the Gov-
ernor’s Speech the Government tells us
that the works which have been provided
for by the previous Government will be
carried out. When the present Colonial
Treasurer (Hon, F. Illingworth) and the
Minister for Mines (Houn. H. Gregory)
were in Geraldton a few days ago, the
question of providing police cells was
referred to, and I understand the
Treasurer then said that if he had it his
way no money would be spent on police
cells in Geraldton. He said this, not-
withstanding that this House last session
passed a sum of money for providing
police cells at Geraldton. The Colonial
Treasurer gays that no money will be
spent on police cells there whilst other
pablic buildings can be used for the
purpose. Ts that a reasonable thing to
propose, that meun should he locked up in
cells to be made in public buildings where
several other public departments are
carrying on business ?

Tae CorowiarL TREASURER:
suggested it.

Mgr. HUTCHINSON: The Minister
said he would do this; and to bring it
back to his mind I will tell him what he
did say. He said: “I see no necessity
for spending wmoney on these cells whila
we can take a wing off Mr. Brown.”

Tee Coronral TrEasurer: That is
all right. “ Cells ” you said.

Me. HUTCHISON: To prove thatb I
am not referring to this matter merely to
get money spent there, I may say that
when the late Commissioner of Crown
Lands (Mr. Throssell) visited that dis-
trict some time ago, we proposed to have

I never
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him locked up in one of the cells as an ' to-night will receive the immediate atten-

experiment. He cousented; but before
he had been in many minutes he begged
us to let him out again, He found the
cells as dark as madnight, although the
time was about midday, and be said those
cells were a disgrace to civilisation. He
gaid, “I will make a mnote now, and as
soon as I can get back to Perth T will
ask the Premier to place money on the
Estimates for making better accommoda-
tion here.” Money was placed oun the
Hstimates. It was not asked for by
myself or by the member previously
representing the district, but was placed
there by the action of the Guvernment,
and the vote was passed by this House
last session without interference. I say
now it is the duty of this House to see
that any money that has been agreed to
be spent on a particular work shall be ex-
pended on that work, and we should see
that the Government do carry out the
works that Parliament has ordered. I
do not agree that the Government should
be in a position to say they will do this
or they will not do that, when a particular
work has been ordered by Parliament;
but it should be the duty of the Govern-
ment, us the Premier said a few days
ago, to carry out the desires and iustrue-
tions of Parliament. That is a very
proper policy, which [ hope to see
pursued in the future. In the same
list comes the locomotive workshops
at Geraldton; and in regard to these I
may say that for years this matter has been
asked for, and 1 believe that some yvears
ago money was placed on the Estimates
to carry out the pecessary alterations.
The reason the alterations huve not been
done, as I understand, is that there has
been some difficulty in arranging plans
for a building that would suit the site on
which the workshops now stand. Itisan
absolute necessity that something should
be done there before long. The place
is a disgrace to the Government. Men
have to work there night and day, exposed
to all weathers; in rain or in fine weather
they bave to work there all the same,
and they should be qualified now to le
weather prophets rather than engineers,
as most of them have every opportunity
of studying the weather in all its condi-
tions. I do not intend to farther trespass
on the time of the House. I certainly
hope the matters 1 have referred to

tion of the Government

Hon. WALTER H. JAMES (East
Perth) : T desire to express my hearty
congratulation at the udvent to this
House of so large a number of new mem-
bers. I bave stated on previous occasions
that T thought our last Parliament was
the worst Parliament we bave had; and
I rejuice to see now so many new faces
in this Chamber. So far as we can
gather from first impressions, these faces
represent the intelligence of the electors
in supporting the principles that we yn
this side have previously advocated. I
congratulate the member who moved and
the member who seconded the Address-
in-reply; and I desire to extend my
congratulation to the member for Sublaco
{Mr. Daglish) and to the member for
Northampton (Mr. Nanson). I hope
this House will not judge the member
for South Perth (Mr. Gordon) by his
maiden effort. I have known him too well
and favourably to believe he expressed
his real views, and I should be sorry
to think bis opposition to the Gov-
ernment is based, not on their policy,
but on the fact that they refuse to give
those sops and those bribes which have
characterised the past Government for
ten years in this State. The present
Government are not in favour of a
“gtand and deliver” policy, as suggested
by the member for Sounth Perth, and
honourable members will not, I am sure,
support the policy of bribing constituences
which that honourable member suggests.

Mr. W. B. Gorpor : Bunkum !

How. W. H. JAMES: I like to hear
the expression “bunkum”; but I do
hope that members in addressing this
House will disclaim the suggestion that
they are not prepared to support the
Government unless the Government are
prepared to spend some money in their
elec'orates, I appeal to the House
whether I am not using almost the exact
words of the hon, member.

Mg. Gorpnoxn: Pure imagination.

Hoxn. W. H. JAMES: The member for
the South-West Mining District has also
addressed the House; and I rejoice that,
although he scorns the Press, be is feel-
ing its lash and feels called upon to give
gsome explanation of why he takes his
seat on that side of the House. His
speech has been most interesting to we,



Addrees-in-Reply :

{3 JuLy, 1901.]

and if it is reported it will be most inter- '

esting, I think, to the country to hear
the reasons which the hon. member gave.
He states that the policy of the present
(Government was practically his policy.
and when an interjection was made he
repeated the error of his leader, and
suid there was nothing in the policy.
He told us that what he objected to was
the stagnation which he thought this
Government would produce, and that it
was for this reason he bad taken up his
seat on the opposite side of the House.
Surely the admission sounds honest and
straight out.

M=z, W.J. Georar: Hear, hear.

How W. H. JAMES: But I want to
peint out to the House that the member
was committed to the Opposition before
he heard that party’s views or their
policy, and before he heard the policy of
the Govermnent.

Mgz. J. Ewina: No, no.

Hon. W. H. JAMES: The hon. mem-
ber informed us of that fact. He gets up
to state to the country and to lus con-
stituents, through us, that the reason
why he 18 opposing the Government is
that throughout their policy there is a
suggestion of stagnation—[Mr.J. Ewing:
So there is]—utterly overlooking the fact
that he had entirely committed himself
to and placed himself under the protect-
ing care of the member for the Williatns,
before even this Purliament met.

Mr. J. Ewrve: Quite untrue.

Hox. W. H. JAMES: Itis an absolute
fact. T appeal to the common sense of
this House and to the common sense of
this country to properly estimate the
statements of the honourable member.
Again, the honourable member told us
that he sat in opposition because the
Opposition party was radical and pro-
gressive. I compare that with the
reported speech of the Opposition Whip,
who declared that he supported the
Opposition because they were Liberals:
he opposed the Government because they
were Radicals. Now, which is right, the
‘Whip or the member for the South-West
Mining District ? The hon. member has
referred to the cumbersome title attach-
ing to his electorate. I, too, have objected
to it. But you cannot make it less
cumbersome, and at the same time make
it truthiul—you might call him the
member for the Collie-Goldfields railway.
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Thal title, though equally cumbersome, is
more fitting. Now we have, all of us,
been most anxious, and the country is
most anxious, for a change of Govern-
ment ; and I think that those who do not
belong to the old party owe some expla-
nation of the position they take up. I
sympathise with those who belong to the
old party. They find themselves sitting
side by side with their old friends. Their
opposition is truly honest and justifiable,
But those who have not taken wp a
position on the Opposition benches, as
members of the old party, are called upon
to give an explanation of how it is they
took up apposition to a policy before they
heard it. They have not yet given usa
satisfactory reason for the change.

M=z. Gorpox: We do not trust the
Administrators.

Hon. W. H. JAMES: If, therefore,
I take the statement of the wmember
for South Perth, the reason he now gives

" js that he does not trust the adminis.

|
|

trators.

MR. Gorpon : 1 said that last night.

Hon. W. H. JAMES: The hon. mem.
ber says he does not trust the adminis-
trators. That 18 a good reason, if it is
true; but I rejoice to think that it is not
keld to be true by a majority, I helieve,
in this House and by vast numbers in the
State. If the hon, member’s reason be a
true one, then I say it is a gross scandal
that men who think we are not honestly
fit to be trusted with the administration
of the affairs of this State, should sit
there with their majority and allow the
affairs of the Stute to remain in our hands.
Sitting on this side of the House we say
to the wembers opposite, and through
them to the country, “If our policy is
wrong, take the only constitutional course,
take 1he only course that honest politicians
can take, and see that we, with our
dangerous policy and our dangerous
methods, are placed in Opposition, where
we can do no harm to the interests of the
State.”” I do not for one moment say
that members who were reiurned as inde-
pendents—of course their electors thought
they were politically independent, but
some of them are independent of political
decency—should commit thewselves to
this Government or should commit them-
selves to the Opposition. I say an inde-
pendent member has a right—it is his
duty when he stands as an independent
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mewmber not committed to the Govern. '

ment or the Opposition—to wait until
he hears the various policies and then
to decide for himself. If he does that,

ne wan can possibly blame him. But -

we have a right to complain when
we find so many members, instead of
waiting until they hear the policy of the
present Grovernment or before hearing the
policy of the present Opposition, com-
mitting themselves us out-and-out Oppo-
sitionists, sitling even as Whips on the
Opposition bench with » party that has
never put its views before the country.

Me. MoorHEAD : They were all Minis-
ters in embryo.

Hor. W. H. JAMES: Now the mem-
ber for Guildford (Mr. Rason) in the
course of his speech—and it is always a

pleasure to listen to him, his words are !

#0 well-chosen and his language is so
eminently fair—protested against the
suggestion that the Government were
holding over the members of this House
the threat of a dissolution. T do not
consider he has u right to protest. A
threat of a dissolulion has never heen
held over the Houvse by this Grovernment.
I think it was indirectly suggested by
the member who seconded the Address-
in-reply, but the Government were not
responsible for that.

for the Government.
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Me., Georee: Is that a Ministerial
utterance ?

Howv. W. H. JAMES: The hon. mem-
ber for Geraldton (Mr. R. D. Hutchinson)
spoke on the guestion. In the previous
Parliament he was opposed to the party
he is now supporting.

Mz. Hurcninson : There are no par-
ties. There is no old party. The old
party is dead. The whele of the old
House is dead.

Hon. W. H. JAMES: The member
for Geraldton already winces. I am gilad
of it. It is to his credit. The member
for Geraldton, when he was last in this
House was supporting that party which
now sits upon the Ministerial benches,
He tells us he supported the Minis-
try of Mr. Throssell during the last
general election. Well, if that Dbe
so, I can ouly regret that he did not
take up a more definite stand from the
time he was elected. I regret his position
was so vague and unsatisfactory that
neither party was certain as to which side
he would sit on. This fact is somewhat
significant. If one turns to the local
paper — which dominates local politics
eutirely—one finds while that paper was
supporting the old Opposition, the mem-
ber for Geraldton always sut on the

. Opposition benches, but recently that
Me. Rason: He undertook to speak

Hon. W. H. JAMES: Surely the hon. -

member has been in Parliament long
enough to know that when a private
member undertakes to speak for a Gov-

ernment, the Government are not neces- ,
- position he took up?

sarily bound by what he says.
Mz. Bason: The statemment was not
refuted.

Hon. W. H. JAMES: Well, no such

threat was made. Whethera dissolution
is or is not necessary must be determined
by the future. Bvery member, T thiuk,
will realise that it is impossible for any
Government to carrv on if things con-
tinue as they areat present ; and members
on the OQpposition side of the House
must distinctly understand that we are
not going to sit here and do the unplea-
sant work, and make enemies—Dhecause
our policy is a somewhat unpopular one as
compared with a public works policy—
and then let the old party come in and
reintroduce the policy of ““spoils to the
victors.”

paper has complained bitterly——

Mr. Gorpox: Was that before the
election or after ?

Hon. W. H. JAMES: The 28th
June.

Mr. Gorpox: Well, that is since the
election. How can that influence the

Hon. W, H. JAMES: That paper
has complained, and complained bitterly,
that not sufficient money has been spent
in the district ; that when recently Minis-
ters visited the district they did not

. promise all that was asked for up in the

North; and the paper protested and said,
“We who have borne the heat and burden
of the day " --that expression seems quite
familiar. coming frum this side of the
House--* we who have stood in the cold
shades of Opposition, now when the
power rests with our party, dv not
receive our reward.” The paper finds
that the new Ministry will not have any-
thing to do with the demoralising pelicy
of “spoils to the victors,” which has
characlerised the past, and the political



Address-in-Beply :

views of that paper and of the member
change at the same time.

Mr. HuTcHINSON :
one shilling ?

Hov. W. H. JAMES: No; not for
shillings, but for pounds at a time.
What is the grievance the hon. member
has? It is that the Colonial Treasurer,
when recently in Geraldton, refused to
build some new cells; and the member
for Geraldton points, by way of contrast,
to the action of the late Prewmier who,
with that instinct for advertising which
seems to permeate every action of his
past, for the purpose of testing whether
a cell was good or bad, put himself into
it for two minutes and then came out
and said, “I am satisfied now: you shall
have new cells.” I wonder if it could
have been this dramatic incident that
converted my good friend from being an
old Oppositionist to remaining as 8 new
Oppositionist ?

Me. Hurceinson: No; my opposition
commenced before that.

Hown. W. H. JAMES: Becuuse, if
that did not convert my friend, I want to
know what did.

Mr. Hurcamson : The Midland [iail-
way. .
Ij;ou. W. H. JAMES: The Midland
Railway converted him. The member
for Geraldton and his predecessors have
constantly been girding at the late Gov-
ernment i1 connection with the Midland
Railway. Why do they not act fairly
and give the new Governmenta “show ™ ?

Mr. W.J. GeoraE: A what?

How. W. H. JAMES: A ‘“‘show,” an
oppurtunity to do what the late Govern-
ment failed for 10 years to do. It appears
the grievance of the hon. member 18 that
the new Treasurer visited Geraldton and
saw no reason for building new cells; could
gee no reason why the existing buildings
should not be used for that purpose. And
surely every member of this House who
hag heen to Geraldton and has seen the
public buildings put up in connection with
the local police court, will agree that there
has been a scundalous waste of money
there, and that the building should be
used. The only other suggestion is as to
the Midland Railway. Well now, I will
appeal to the fair-minded members of
this House as to whether the present
Grovernment are to blame in that connec-
tion. Are the Government to blame for

[3 Jury, 1901.]

Did they ask for i
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the present position as regards the
Midland Railway? Have the present
Government had a possible chance of
rectifying that position during the two
months or less that they have been in
office? On the other hand, it has to be
borne in mind that the late Government
did have opportunities which will probably
never occur again. At the time the
Midland Company had to come and ask
the late Government for assistance, that
Goveroment had an opportunity of
removing the evils complained of, which
were almost as apparent then as they
are now., However, no step was talken.
On the contrary, every possible con-
sideration was shown to the Midland
Raillway Company. I was not in the
House at that time, but whilst T bave
been m the House I have constantly
expressed my opinien that the Midland
Railway Company ought to be dealt
with in a strong and vigorous manner
by the then existing Government. I
am astonizhed at the two reasons given
by the member for Geraldton. One
reason 18, "“You won't spend useless
money,” and the second is, ** Yon -won't
do what the previous Government ought
to Lave done”” I am trying, us far as
possible, to judge members by their own
utterances: I want to apply to them the
same tests as the country will apply to
them, to see what justification they give
for their change of front. What I do
emphasise is this: the hon. member seems
to have been uncertain, and his friends
seem to have been uncertain, and the
members on this side of the House seem
to have been uncertain, as to which side
he was going to take.

Mg Horerinsow : Thatis not my fault.

Hon. W, H. JAMES: Asz a rule there
is never any doubt about the side I am
going to take.

Me. W.J. GEorge: What?

Hon. W. H. JAMES: There was no
doubt about the side most of the mem-
bers on the front Opposition bench were
going to take; and when a member gets
up and tells us that he stood as a sup-
porter of the Throsseil Ministry, and
then gets up and tells us if no one knew
what his views were he is not to blame—
why, he is a charming member of Parlia-
ment. But this is the difficulty—

Mr. Hurcrinson: Yon paid a great
deal of attention to it.
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[Several interjections.]
Hox. W. H. JAMBS: I think I am

pretty good-tempered about interjections,
but let us seeif we cannot get on. Thereis
no doubt at all as to the attitnde of the
hon. member since the time that the article
appeared in a local paper, protesting most
bitterly that not sufficient money was
going to be expended.

Mgr. HurcHINSON:
true.

Hon, W. H. JAMES: That urticle
appeared on the 28th June, and that was
the first time we on this (Government)
side of the House were aware what
attitude the hon. member was going to
take, and we ought to have had a keen
idea as to what that attitude should have
been. We have these speeches of explana-
tion and justification from the mewmber
for the South-West Mining District, who
will not support this policy becanse
there is stagnation ; but Lie cannol put his
finger on one line of the Speech to justify
that statement. One does not prove a fact
by asserting it, and 1o say this Speech
spells “stagnation™ is beside the ques-
fion. -

Me. J. Ewine: I was careful to poini
out that I desired the Gtovernment to
show it does not.

Hon. W. H. JAMES: T should think
a member who was going to explain his
position would take the affirmative. That
is the usual thing. T rejoice o find the
hon. member is fearless in regard to his
electors, buf I have never yet found a
member of Parliament at the opening
session who was not equally brave and
equally effective; but it is astonishing
what a change comes over some pecple
before a general election. The hon.
member's valiant declaration of fearless-
ness has not-ultogether convinced e
that his explanation is satisfactory. Is
there a member in this House who thinks
we ought this session to commit ourselves
to the Collie railway ?

A Memeer: One.

Hon. W. H. JAMES: I always except
him. The Speech says we propose to intro-
duce no public works during this session,
but what we propose to do is to take steps
for the purpose of obtaining data to
enable this House, at the end of the
session, to decide whether this work shall
be carried out or not. Does the hon.
member want more than thatr

That

is not
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bMe. J. Ewine: No.

Hox. W. H. JAMES: If he does not
want more than that, why is he on that
side of the House?

Me. W. J. GEeorGE:
comfortable.

How, W, H . JAMES: Tt may be
because he is comfortable. We have had
an explanation by the member for South
Perth, fortified by an interjection that he
does not trust the present Ministry. I
happen to be u personal friend who voted
for him, and I do not uccept his inter-
jection as really meant. We have heard the
explanation by the member for Geraldton
(Mr. Hutchinson). and we can all make
up our minds ag to that., Look at the atiti-
tude of the past and theattitude of to-day,
and make up your minds on the question.
We have had an explanation from those
three members, and an explanation from
the member for North Perth (Mr.
Speight), who said he was returned as
an independent member, but waited until
he heard the Address from the Throue
and also the withering criticism of the
leader of the Opposition, and then he said,
“T will make up my mind now, and act.”
If that had been the attitude of other hon.
members who had previously been inde-
pendent, we should have bad no cause of
complaint. Howisitthatwe so cunstantly
hear the statement that the present
Opposition 1s not the old party. We
are constantly hearing that Is there any
action about the old party that the vew
Opposition should be ashamed of ¥ Why
should they be so anxious to sever themn.
gelves from the past, and why is it that
on every possible occcasion, when they can
obtain benefit or credit for good work
done in the past, they eagerly seize it und
say to us on this (Government)} side
of the House, * Wait until you have done
as much as we have done.” Oa that
point the member for the Williams (Hon.
F. H. Piesse)} was straightforward, for he
identified himself -entirely with the
past. To tell responsible people that the
Tweedledurn Miniséry of Mr. Throssell is
opposed to the Tweedledee Ministry of
Mr. Piesse is absurd. The member for
the Williams did not take up that view,
but said, “ We are a continuation of the
old party, and we justify the policy and
actions of that party,” and he pointed
justifiably to the great number of good

Because he is

' works accomplished by that party.
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Hox. F. H. Piease: [ did pot make
use of the word “‘continunation.”

Hon. W. H. JAMES: Tam not quoting
exact words. I say that in your speech
you identified yourself with the past.
You justified the financial position occa-
sioned by the past, and you said in sitting
down that you hoped members on this
side of the House would do as well as
our predecessors had done in the past.
We cannot get away from the fact that
we have facing us a continuation of the
old Forrest party. [Several MemBERS:
* Rubbish !”] I regretto hear these in-
terjections, because, although I was con-
sistently opposed to the Forrest Govern-
raent, I should never bave been ashamed
to come into this House and say I was a
supporter of it, and I should have been
glad to look back upon the good done by
it. Tam glad members on thaGovernment
side do not take up that contemptible view
of their past. I was saying the member for
the Williams loyally identified himself
with the past. And how can it be other-
wise ? When the mewber for Northam
{(Mr. Throssell) was Premier, he wag con-
tinning the old Ministry, and he was sup-
purted by the old party ; and we find now
that the very backbone of the Opposition
eonsists really of the member for Nor-
tham and the party returned to support
him. They are entirely justified, no
doubt, in supporting the member for
Northam ; they were returned to support
him, and it was their duty fo go imto
Opposition with him. We have no
quarrel at all with these members.
What T want to point out iz that if
the Opposition do represent the old party
—and I do not see what else they can
represent—how is it that at the last
general election a ovumber seemed to
realize that the country demanded a
change, and now, when a change has
taken place, they are supporting the
Opposition, the men they would not
support in power. [A MemBER: *Non-
gense!”] I am glad to hear from onc of
those independent members fhat it is
nonsense. I shall be pleased to hear
his explanation, and I hope he will make
a much better effort than has hitherto
been made by the members on that side
of the House,

Mr. W. J. GEORGE: Why all this

venom ¢
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Hon. W. H. JAMES: Ihave no venom
at all; absolutely none. My desire is to
point out as far as I possibly can the
attitude taken up by the members who
were teturned to oppose the old Govern-
ment, and who are now fuund on the
Opposition side of the House with the
remnants of the old Government. What
I say is that when a member is returned
to Parliament, he wmust not entirely over-
look his obligations o his constituents,
the electors who have returned him. No
doubt the majority of those who sit on
the opposite side of the House bave been
returned as supporters of the old Govern-
ment, and their honest duty was to sup-
port the old Government, whether in
power or in Opposition; but there are
others whn were returned as independent
members, and did not on the public plat-
form say that they were going to suppott
the old Government. That makes a lot
of difference. Those members seemed to
think there was something about the old
Grovernment which caunsed them to feel
they did not care about supporting that
Government ; but on the other hand they
said they would not support the Oppos-
tion, but would wail to hear the policy.
Those are the people who have been false
to their trust, and seem to be regardless
of the responsibilities cast upon the men
elected to sit in Parliament.

Mr.Higman: We have noGovernment.

Hox. W. H. JAMES: I am not
talking of the meinber for Fremantle.

Mz. A. J. Dramonp: “Let the dead
past bury ite dead.”

Hox. W. H. JAMES: [ am glad
indeed to think that a respounsible mem-
ber of the Opposition did not indorse
those seatiments. But why did they
take the credit of a great deal of the work
done by the old Administration ? T hope
they will not blame us if when the occasion
arises—it has notarisen now-—we attempt
to cast upon their shoulders some of the
sins of their political forefathers.

A Mewmper: Ooly oune father; unot
“four.”

Hown. W. H. JAMES : Surely we have
a right to ask for some explanation of
the position in which this House finde
itself. If we may judge from the atti-
tude of members before the actual meet-
ing of Parliament, they were returned to
see there was a change of Government;
and yet when Parliament meets they
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forget apparently the whole of that man-
date in now supporting the old Government
which they were sent to eject from office.
I venture to think it is entirely uncon-
stitutional te find a party taking up the
attitude adopted by members on the front
Opposition benches. Talways understood
that the theory of responsible govern-
ment was, that members in the House
for the time being were suppused to
represent the wajority of the people.
That is, I think, the constitutional way of
looking at the matter.

Me. M. H. Jacosy: I never heard that
before.

Hon. W. H. JAMES : There are so
many things the wmember for the Swan
never heard. It is astonishing. That
being the position, the majority of
members being supposed to represent for
the time being the majority of tbe people,
why should they not accept the responsi-
bility that position casts upon them? Is
there any jnstance of such a situation as
we find ourselves in here to-day ; of men
in Opposition being a numerical majority,
and yet not courageous enough to take
upon their shoulders the responsibility of
carrying out the affairs of the State ? If
the policy indicated is 2 bad policy, and
one which cannot be accepted, then in
the interests of this State the duty is
cast upnn those on the Opposition side
of the House to see that we are ejected
from office. If, un the other hand, we
are not personally fit to carvy out the
policy, although the Oppesition may
indorse that policy; if they disagree
with our declared policy or do not
entirely accept our personal houesty and
gincerity in carrying it out, then it is
equally their duty as members of Parlia-
ment to have cast upon their shoulders
the responsibilities, and to see that men
whose poliey is bad, whose sincerity is
not to be trusted, shall not be allowed
for one moment to continue holding the
reins of power and enjoying the sweets
of office. That, I submit, is the consti-
tutional attitude to tuke up on occasions
like this, and we have the right to expect
constitutional methods to be adopted.
You place the Government in this
position, that while you dare not challenge
them, you have not enough courage to
sit behind them and support them. I
know of nothing more demoralising than
for men who it in direct (pposition, and
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who profess themselves to be direct sup-
porters of the Opposition, at the same time

. say, ' Weare prepared to give the Govern-

ment a fair and reasomable support.”
It is entirely demoralising when we
find members claiming the right to sit in
direct Opposition, or to sit on the cross-
Opposition benches or on the cross.
Ministerial benches, and hold these views.
If members sit in divect Opposition and
yet profess to support the Government, I
do not think those members should claim
the credit of having the courage of their
convictions. I think they ought, by their
actions in this House, to show they are
here to represent principles, and they
should take the responsibility which that
position demands. The wmember for the
Williams (Hon. F. H. Piesse) made a
speech which I thoroughly appreciated,
because we want to ascertain what ig the
charge brought against the present Gov-
ernment. We want to know what there
is in the policy of this Government which
members object to. We want to know
what are the grounds of their opposition.
Members who are now on the opposite
sicte are in a new position, and the whole
State wants to know what is their ground
for being in Opposition. I think the
State is more anxious to know in this
case ‘because we find the majority of
members coming into this House to sup-
port an Opposition, and the country has
no idea what their policy is. We fol-
lowed the speech of the member for the
Williams, as leader of the Opposition,
to hear what that policy is. We were
quite satisfied be was not “game” to
move a motion of no-confidence in the
Government. [Several MemsErs: Oh!
oh!'] Let me make this as clear and
emphatic as possible, that the Govern-
ment want no condescending support
from half-hearted members. We do not
want it, and will not tolerate it; and if
the leader of the Opposition thinks the
present Ministers are not worthy of his
support, let him try to turn them out.
Let it be distinctly understood we do not
thank members on the opposite side
for their promise of support, because
we know they dare not do anything
else. (General laughter.) I hope that,
as the result of this speech and the
result of this challenge, members on that
side will be as good as their word and
chullenge uws. If this policy which we
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lay before the country, a policy of
domestic legislation which we say is
essentially necessary

Hon. F. H. Piesse:
talking about that all your life.

Hov. W. H. JAMES: I rejoice at the
fact, and am proud of it, that I have at
all times been wrging the need for
domestic legislation, and I am glad to
think there are so many Acts on the
statute book bearing on domestic legis-
lation which I bave had a hand in bring-
ing about. We do not want it thrown at
us, as it was thrown at the late Govern-
ment, that the only object of government
is to borrow on wmore or less ruinous
terms, or “fly kites,” and leave their
successors to pay the bill. In the present
financial position of the country, we think
it would be gross madness to rush into
new works. I do not think that, except-
ing the member for the South-West
Mining District (Mr. J. Ewing), there
is any man in the country or any member
in this House who thinks we ought to go
into fresh works this session. Is there
any memhber who denies the absolute
need of economy? That being so, we
have it admitted that there is need of
domestic legislation, and there is need of
economy. We want the abolition of
plural voting, which members now on
this side have constantly urged when in
Opposition,

Mr. Higuam: How many of them ?

Hon. W. H. JAMES : In addition to
that we want a redistribution of seats; a
redistribution in fact, and not in name
only, such as was given us by the late
Government. We also need good and
¢lean administration, and I think this is
far more important than any other item in
the Government programwe; foralthough
I recugunise the need for other measures,

particularly mining on privaie property .

and the measure suggested by the member
for Subiaco (Mr. Daglish), I still believe
that the one great want is a thorough
reorganisation of our public service; and

it is desirable the time of Ministers should -

be wvailable for thoroughly investigating
the Ministerial departments. That is
the policy enunciated in the Governor's

You have been |
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Speech, and it is on that policy we desire

to heur criticism. We want to know
what are the reasons for members sitting

gitting behind the Government, in regard
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to carrying out this policy. It is said we
are doing nothing new ; that these things
have been initiated by the previous Gov-
ernment, and that we are continuing the
work of that Government. But how can
that seriously be said? I believe the
Forrest Government will be judged nnt
s0 much by what they did, but by what
they had opportunity of domg, and it is
difficult for us to imagine the enormous
powers for good which that Government
bad, when placed in power with an over-
whelming majority, to govern a country
with a small population increasing from
a few thousands up to 180,000. We had
no proposal for domestic leyislation until
about three years ago. During the first
seven years of the Forrest Adninistration,
when the comwunity was growing, they
had the best opportunity of dealing with
the important question of the liquor laws;
but absolutely nothing was done; yet I
know of nothing that more urgently needs
amendment than the hquor law. Look
at the magnificent opportunity the late
Government had of dealing with it!
They came into power at a time when the
State was insignificant, and left it at a
time when the State had » large popula-
tion ; yet during the whole ot that time the
Government did absolutely nothing to
deal with that great and urgent question.
I say this is a matter of domesticlegisla-
tion that ought to have been taken in hand.

Mzr. Higaam: It is not true they did
nothing. They certainly did something.

Hon. W. H. FAMES: I do not mean
that you are dealing with the ligquor law
because you say the compulsory fine of
£50 shall Le reduced ut the option of
magistrates; but I do say that absolutely
no legislation has been brought forwari,
that no atterapt has been made to deal
with the liquor question. Take next the
education question: the hands of the late
Government were forced both by the
action of this House and the advocacy of
the West Australian newspaper in regard
to the education question. The late
Government were always behind, were
always being dragged on by the people,
and we owe it chiefly to the efforts of the
West Australian newspaper that the
education guestion was dealt with at all.
We are prowmised a Conciliation and

" Arbitration Bill; and while it is true the
in Opposition, and for other members |

late Government passed a Conciliation
Act, we know under what circunstances



124 Address-in-Reply ;
that measure was introduced, and now
that we have it we find that it is waste
paper.

Mr. HicHaM : Because you didn'tassist.

Hon. W. H. JAMES: I presume it
was drawn according to instructions given
by the Government, and yet now the
measure is passed it ia almost waste paper.
I suppose that if an amending Bill be
introduced now and this House passes if,
it will he said at some future time that
we owe the Conciliation Act to the late
Government. We owe to them the title
and not the measure. In regard to
annther social question, the country
ingisted for years that there has been an
absolute need for placing the Public
Service on a proper basis, and there has
been a constant demand for u Bill to be
introduced. A Bill was introduced and
passed last session, called a Public
Service Bill, but beyond the name it
is absolutely valueless, for it does not
remove any of the grievances that
public servants complain of. Directly
the Bill was passed, we had a depart-
mental committee appointed to give effect
to it, but they did nothing. There is an
instance which totally falsifies the sug-
gestion of the member for the Willlams
(Hon. F. H. Piesse), that the late Gov-
erament did this and did that in the
direction of domestic legislation. Tt was
I who introduced the Early Closing Act;
the member for North Murchison (Hen.
F. W. Moorhead) introduced the Seats
in SBhops Bill ; and nearly all such matters
were introduced, not by the late Govern-
ment, but by private members, and
several of thuse wmet with opposition
before they were passed. We want
plural voting abolished, and what sup-
port will members give to that? The
former Government introduced no Act of
domestic legislation excepttwo, and neither
of those measures will remove the evils
the existenve of which justified the inter-
ference of Parliament on those questions.
I am dealing now with the first line of
attack by the member for the Williams
(Hon. F. H. Piesse), when he tells us the
domestic legislation we are proposing
now is simply a continuation of the old
policy, und that the old party dealt asfar
as they could with domestic legislation.
I have dealt with that first line of attuck.
Then as to economy in finance, let ns
inquire what the late Guvernment did.
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Mg. Diasronn: I am tired about hear-
ing of what the late Government did. I
want to know what the present Govern-
meut will do.

Hox, W. H. JAMES: Now, when we
propose to deal with the question of
finance, there again the member for
the Williams loyally and constitutionally
and properly says the finances do oot
need straightening: they are all right.
But that i1s not what the member for
Northam (Mr. Throssell) said. He said
his duty would be to straighten ont the
finances, which were put into such von-
fusion by a Government of which the
member for Northam was ovne of those
respensible.  One of the astonishing
features is that we have the old Ministers
constantly coming forward and attacking
the old Goverpment. They seem to accept
the popular opinion that the old Govern-
ment was a one-man Government, and one
wan only. They entirely overlook, when
they talk about straightening ous the
finances, that they as responsible Ministers
are just as much responsible as the Pre-
mier of that day.

A MemBER: What about the figures P

Hon. W. H. JAMES: An ordinary
individual, I cannot understand these
figures. The point I want to take is why
an ordinary man, not a heaven-born finan-
cier, could not understand them. Why
should they be in this muddled state that
they require experts to interpret them ?
The hon. member stated that the finances
were all right. That is a serious state-
ment, and he has repeated it by an inter-
jection; but how in the name of common
sense can that be possible when we find
it necessary to have various caleulativns
and discussions as to how the finances of
the State do stanl—when even among
the experts no two men agree on them ?
The member for Northam said it was his
imperative duty to straighten out the
finances, which, however, according to the
leader of the Opposition, were perfectly
true and straight. How can there be a

. donbt about it when one sees the mess

and muddle of appropriations and re-
appropriations, excess votes, the use of
form “J"-—

Me. George: What about form I ?

How. W. H. JAMES: We find all
these financiul agencies working together,
and confusion is inevitable, and confusion
reigns--therecan be nogquestion about that.
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Mz. GeoreE: What a tiger you are! '
Howx. W. H. JAMES : We want these !
things set right as far as possible. There |
should be nothing for me to prove: the
proof is plain. I have listened to the
hon. member's speech and I bave read
various articles and speeches and reports,
and I am sure I do not understand how
things stand. T do not suggest that is a
test, because I am not a financial expert;
but I want to find two financial experts |
who can agree on anything except this in -
connection with the finances—that they
are in a muddle and want straightening
out. On that point there is unanimity,
except of course among those who are
responsible for the muddle. I need
hardly say that they will not admit is.
We say economy is absolutely necessary.
I have no doubt subsequent speakers will
refer to the manner in which, on so many
occasions, this House has been misled in
counnection with the finances. 'There are
instances existing : they can be dis-
covered by anyone going through the
various Excess Bills and subsequently
reading the Auditor General’s report for
the following year. I canpoimention these
things off-hand, so I propose to leave the
matter to those who have the financial
knowledge which I bave not; but Isay
there is need for economy, and urgent need
for it, because when I hear some members
gpeaking us we have heard them speak in
this House, it makes me dread that if
the Opposition are returned to power
they may reintroduce that old *spoils
to the victor” principle which charae-
terised them when they were mn office. I
have my suspicions—1 may be wrong—
that the hon. member for the SBouth-West
Mining District, who is charged to the
muzzle with Collie railway, is not sup-
porting the present Opposition without !
a reasonable expectation of the Collie ]
railway being built by them when in i
I

power.
MEe. Ewing: That is a national work.

Hon. W. H. JAMES: A natiomal
work supported by the Opposition. I
put it to members of this House and the |
country whether, when our friends |
opposite come back to power, the member |
for the South-West Mining District will
not claim his own and say : “ T want that
railway built in retmrm for my loyal
support.” The hou. member thinks that
it 18 & work of national importance, and
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" House he will

;. vou our figures presently.
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that he is justified in asking for it.
Whilst we, on this side of the House,
have no members who want large public
works of national importance, onb the
other hand our friends oo the Opposi-
tion side have. They have with them
thoge members who want large public
works. and who hare very strong organis-
ations backing them. I welcome such
organisations. Of course, 1 should much
prefer to have their support for this side
of the House; but they are organisa-
lions which a man has to bear in mind
when deciding on  which side of the
take his seat. On
this side everybody should realise how
great the need is for economy, and
how desirable it is that we should be
free from farther loan authorisations at
present, except to carry out existing
works. You find on the Opposition side
all those who have preat national public
works to carry out, whether it be the
construction of the Collie railway ov of
cells at (veraldton. Let us now take the
question of electoral and constitutional
reform. Now, is the hon. member for
the Williams (Hon. F. H. Piesse) justi-
fied in saying that this is a question on
which there is no distinction between the
policy of the present Government and
that of the past Government ? One has
only to look at the present House for the
fullest possible justification of the need
of reform. When you find the majority
sitting in Opposition — most of them
returned pledged to see a change of Gov-
ernment, but nevertheless now sitting
in Opposition-—although that majority
of members represents by far a minority
of electors

Mz. Georce: No, no; we will give
You are no
authority on figures, you know.

How. W. H. JAMES: I do not think
it is right that there should be this inter-
minable dissension on the Opposition
benches, because the hon. member for the
Williams (Hon. F. H. Piesse) admitted

. that fact, although he did not unduly

emphasise it; and I do not think it right
for the Whip to dispute the words of his
revered leader. I say that there can be
no doubt that the majority of the electors
are represented on this side of the House,

Mz. GeorcE: Question?

Hon. W. H JAMES: That, I think,
is a mutber as to which there is no doubt.
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But the existeuce of this House, and the | strong inclination on their part to take

existence of some members of it, justify
s farther reform that I do hope the
present Government will bring in. T% is
a matter that I bave not spoken about to
any member of the Government, and it
13 a matter not, therefore, forming part
of the Government policy ; but I do
thoroughly agree that there is no use in
insisting on single electorates unless we
insist on a candidate getting a majority
of the voles polled, or otherwise take
another ballot. If that had been the law
at the last general election, my friends
opposite would not have had such large
support. I have been dealing in my
observations with the objections raised
by the member for the Williams, and his
contention that the policy involved in tha
Speech is a continuation of the old Govern-
ment poliey. I do notknow how it is,
but what T thought mostly characterised
his utterance was apples. On that point
he thinks there is a great grievance. Iam
sure it must have conveyed a great deal of
information to us when the hon. member
for the South-West Mining District said
he had heard from a progress association
which wanted him to oppose the abelition
of the restriction. Well, we know what
progress associations are. They are all
composed of very energetic men. Some
of them consist of half-a-dozen men, some
of six or seven hundred. But it does not
magnify an opinion whether it comes
from three men as individnals or from
three men calling themselves a progress
association, TUnder federation we shall
very shortly have uniform duties, and we
cannot then, under any ecircumstances,
tarther continue the prohibition,

Mgr. GeorGE: Yes, you can.

Hon. W. H. JAMES: I want to put
my contention before the House. We
will not be able to maintain the prohibi-
tion.

Mr. GrorgeE: Where is the kudos
te your Government, then ?

How. W. H. JAMES: Of course if it
can be shown that by no regulations, by no
restrictions, can you keep out the insect
pest, this restriction may perhaps be
continued. Then it might be eontended
that the former prohibition was a jus-
tifiable one; but I think we shall find
some very serious difficulty in convincing
the federal authorities that absolute pro.
hibition is necessary. There will be a

the other view, and so far as we can see
and so far as we can learn from the
public Press, the regulations can give us
practical protection. That is generally
admitted. Now I do think that hon.
members in dealing with the gquestion
should be fair to this (dovernment. The
present prohibition rests entirely upon an
Order-in-council—entirely. Those who
support the present Government vepre-
sent constituencies every elector of which
would be ylad to see that prohibition
removed. ’

A MzumBER: Hear, hear. So would
we.
Hon. W. H. JAMES : If the hon.
gentleman who is the leader of the
Government desired to secure popularity,
all he had to do was, by a stroke of the
pen, to remove the prohibition and resiric-
tion. That would have given him enor-
mous popularity in the constituencies
returning members sitting on this side of
the House. I think when members sit-
ting on the opposite side attack the
Adminigtration in connection with the
apple question, they overlook this, that
had the Premier desired to secure popu-
larity he could have secured it far
more promptly and effectively than by
his present action—action which he has
taken for the protection of the fruie-
grower, and through which he hasg
gained more unpopularity from his own
supporters, the members who now are
supporting his Government, than he has
gained popularity from the other side.
I do hope that members on that side
of the House, in a spirit of fairness,
will recognise that these restrictions
are all adverse to the inclinations of the
great majority of the electors represented
on this side of the House. Now in
regard to the immigration question, which
is involved in the policy set out in the
Speech, I want to express my disagree-
ment with the views put forward by the
member for Subiaco (Mr. Daglish), I
do not believe that we shall succeed in
getting for this State an jmmigration of
farm labourers if we are restricted to the
old country; nor do I Dbelieve that we
have in our present condition of affaira a
sufficient number of labouring men to
supply the wants of the farming commu-
nity. Ifisa fact that most men would
almost rather starve in the towns than go
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into the country, If a man has been
brought up in a town, has been living in
a town, and esp L,m.llv in a mining town,
it is only the st pecessity that drives
him to the country. He does not go of
his own choice. Such men have no
inclination for farming life, and if they
do under stress of necessity go into the
country, they sooner or later drift back to
the cities. The difficulty we have to face
is that there is a great stringency in the
market for agricultural labour now; and
how ig it to be overcome?

A MemBer: Pay the men decently.

Mz. Jacory: They get 7s. now.

Hon. W. H. JAMES: All through the
world you do not find the agricultural
labourer being paid on anything like the
same scale as the town labourer. Let us
hope that the time will come when the
farmer will bave his labour-saving
appliances to the same extenl to which
invention has supplied them to other
industries, so that he will be able to do
with fewer hands, receiving bigger pay
and working shorter hours. In the
meantime, while hoping and praying for
this improved state of-.affairs, we are
faced with the fact that cur farners are
clamouring, and rightly I think, that
the stringency is such that the Grovern-
ment ought to make some effort to
relieve it. I yield to no man in point of
attachment to the old country, but there
is just as great a difficulty in the country
districts in the old land as we find here,
If you go there you do not go to a
matket where you will find the men you
want. Now, personally, I have a strong
sympathy in favour of Scandinavians.
Wherever 1 have fallen across Nor-
wegians or Swedes, I have found that
they make admirable colonists. They
seem to lose their nationality soon, and
become incorporated with the people of
their adopted country very quickly.

A Menser : What about Boers?

Hox. W. H. JAMES: If I were
dealing with this question I should
certainly be inclined to -see whether
labourers could not be obtained from
those countries, Sweden and Norway;
but the question has to be dealt with,
and the sooner it is dealt with the better,
The farmers have just ground of com-
plaint when they canunot obtain sufficient
labour. I very much regret having
detained the House so loug. (“No, no.”)
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I vegret that I cannot on the floor of this
House assume that _judicial attitude
which I should like to assunie. In eon-
pection with political matters T feel very -
strongly and speak strongly, but I do
draw a distinction between political
sympathies and political war, and
personal sympathies and personal feeling.
‘While T attack in the House men whose
actions I consider politically deserving of
attack, I do not wish that my action
should in any degree interfere with

sonal friendship. I shall have the utwost
pleasure in supporting the present Gov-
ernment ; not because, as the member for
Subiaco (Mr. Daglish) suggests, I have
been bought with an honorary portfolio:
I shall have pleasure in supporting them
because I believe we have holding port-
folios in this Cabinet men honestly desir-
ous of doing their duty. They have placed
Lefore you a policy at which you cannot
cavil, in which you can find no faunlt. It
is not a policy of extreme views; not a
policy based on the idea that it shall be
like a drag-net, covering everybody; not
a revolutionary policy; but a fair and
moderate policy. I have a right to expect
that a majority of the House will support
such a policy, and give to the present
Administration a fair and loyal support.
In the past we have had Sir John Forrest
as our Premier. He has been the domin-
ating influence in the Ministry. It has
been a case of Bir John Forrest first and
therest nowhere, Infact, lamrightinsay-
ing that he was the Ministry. He has left
us now, and left hehind him a record of
magnificent work. DBut now he is gone,
I put it to members on that side of the
House, those who sit on the front Oppeo-
sition benches are just as much untried
as we are. The member for the Williams
(Hon. F. H. Piesse) was never in office
away from Sir John Forrest, and the
member for Northam for only about two
months. He had wuo longer an inde-
pendent existence than we have had.
Now, where you have two competing
parties led by equally. inexperienced
men, what can you do but follow the
constitutional usage, and see that the
King's Government shall be carried on ?
I trust that by giving the Govern-
ment u sufficient working majority, the
House will secure that whatever Bills
may be introduced shall be brought in
by a Government not only strong in
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conviction, but brought in by a Govern.
ment which feels that it bas behind it a
majority of members of this House. 1
do hope that [support will be given, I do
hope that this change will oceur, and that
the House will accord the Government
that support which alone is consistent
with political vsage, If the majority
remain on the other side of the House,
then I usk hon. members to attack this
Government, then T ask them to see that
the power of this House rests with the
majority, and not with a mere minority.

At 628 o'clock, the Seeaker left the
Chair. ‘ ]
“ e

At 7-30, Chair resumed. *

/" Mz, W. J. GEORGE (Murray): I
wish to add to what has been said by
other members my congratulations to
you, Mr. Speaker, on your election to the
honourable position you now hold, and 1
can do so with perhaps morc weight, at
any rate from my side, from thd fact
that during the seven years I have been
a member of this House I have received
from you a generous forbearance on
many occasions, which I believe has
generated in myself an affectionate re-
spect. I also think it would be unfifting
if I did not make some reference tof the
loss gustained by this Assembly and” the
country in the death of the late member
for West Kimberley (Mr. A. Forrest).
I tender my sympathy to his family in
common with all of us, and perbaps more
strongly because, only a, fortnight before
his death, he and I had Jugreed to shake
hands over u dispute which arose between
us last session ; and now he has gone, I
feel at any rate that the shaking bands
with him has taken away what otherwise
would have been a sting that would have
lasted for the rest of my life. Beforil
proceed to deal generally with the Speech
placed before us by His Excellency, I
crave leave for a moment to address a
few remarks to this House and by means
of the Press to a great number of men
who are at present engaged in consider-
ing a position whichTun]ess it is met
with a fair amount of consideration on
both sides, may spell incalculable harm
to every industry of this State and every
portion of His Majesty’'s Government.
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I am referring to the question which we
know now as the railway trouble; and
although perhaps it may by some}people
be considered a little out of place atthepre-
sent {ime, I think there is nothing before
the country whichisof so much importance
as that subject on which I shall oceupy
the time of the House for a few moments.’
I have nothing to say, at thiggjuncture at
at any rate, as to the rights or wrongs
of either side upon the question in
dispute, but T hope tb be able to give
utterance to a few words which per-
haps way have some weight in this
Chamber, und T hope outside, in refer-
ence to the situa,tioniin which we find
ourselves placed. There is a dispute
between the anthorities of the Railway
Department and a certain section of men
who are employed. That dispute could
be, should be, and ought to be settled by
means which huve been offered by the
Commissioner of Railways. To my min

that gentleman has takeu an attitude in
connection with this matter in which he
endeavours to be as just as it is possible
for auny man to be, who occupies an
important position, concerning the liveli-
hood and the convenience of the whole

State. The latest phase I have to dea.l‘
with is the fact that thiz gentleman has
offered what iz perhaps the most fair
way to meet the question. He has
offered to consent to the formation of a
board of what I cannot call otherwise
than investigation and conciliation, and
it is conciliation which is required at
thq present moment. It was a situation
such as we have now before us that was
the main factor in the passing of the
Arbitration and Conciliation Aect last
gession. I do not say the Act is-
incapable of improvement, that it does
ngt require amendment, but I assert that
it§was placed on the statute book of this
country with the object of preventing
disastrous sfrikes such as we are threat-
ened with, the intention being that when
industrial disputes came about in this
Btate, at any rate efforta should be
made to settle them not by bossing,
either by t.h‘_ men or by the authorities,
but that absolute fairness and conciltation
should be displayed so that neither the
men’s interests nor the inferests of this
great State should suffer in the slightest
degree. That I am right in taking this
view is proved by the attitude adopted by
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those gentlemeulm this House who are
known as the labour members. They
have takdn their course in connection with
this trouble, a course no doubt to which
their judgment and their experience bave
guided them. But the development
which took place last evening, whep they
sent forward a circulur, signed byjone of
their representatives in the name of the
lot, stating to the men that the course
taken by the Commissioner of Railways
was the right thing, is an honour to
them, and I am glad to welcome them in
this Cha,mber. I would like, farther, to
say with regardffto those who are the
advigsers of thede men—whether they
appear on the pages of printed news-
papers, or whether they are their elected
leaders—it is for them to consider not
merely that the inconvenience of the great
bulk of the people of this State will bean
aid tgt.hem to get their terms, but also to
consider whether the course they are
pursning, if it should result in a general
strike, will not be the means of throwing
out of employment thousands of men in
this country who can ill afford it. I
know, britging it downf to my own litile
coneern, it was only by an accident this
week that 1 had not to pay off every mun
engaged in my works; not on account of
a shortage of work nor a shortage of
wages, and not in consequence of any
dispute—for thank God I ha.vénever had
that yet—but simply because the material
needed to allow these wmen to continue
their employment was liable to be locked
up in Fremantle. That is only one
instance, perhaps a small one amongst a
number; and far away from my tem.
porarv inconvenience and that of the
men§whom I am representing in this
Houbte, is (hefact that as far as the great
goldficlds” in this State are concerned,
where they do not produce their fuod
supplies and where the possibility of
having a large store cannot be reckoned
upon, we Jhdve this position staring us
rlghglu the face, that unless the works
can be carried on, the people on the gold-
fields will be at a serious inconvenience
with regard to their food. If I may be
permitted to appeal to any section of
the community, if my words will have
any weight with them, I§vould say, “ You
have no right to threaten the livelihood
and the occupatmn of tlie people of this
State becduse vou have a small dispute,
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and to refuse reasonable and just means
to oblain a settlement.” If the Premier
would not consider me impertinent in the
matter, I would likehim this evening to
ask for an expression of the House on
the subject ; and though we on this side
of the House may differ from him on
some points, there is no point we can
differ upon when we have to consider the
interests of the great bulk of ghis State
being set at nought by somd few men,
who perhaps have not had the full cir-
cumstances of the case put before them.
For myself—and I believe I am speak-
ing for those on each side of me—
we are prepared to support the Gov-.
ernment in uny loyal “measure] which
is necessary to conserve the true interests
of the country in this matter. To
come back to the matter that has been
debated in this House, many of the
members and several on this side have
been asked to justify themselves in regard
to thejr election pledges and wherg they
sit.. Although I have not been particu-
larly named by any hon. gentleman, I am
prepared in this House to give the answer
as to my election pledges, which I refuse
to all outsiders except my own con-
stitnents. I am not noted for beating
about the bush; I have beedfall my life
a man for direct measures; and what I
gay I am ygenerally prepared to stand by,
The position I took in the last election is
perfectly well known to the present
Colonial Treasurer (Hon. F. Illingworth),
because I told him I was not very eager
to continuain parliamentary life, as it
was interfeling with mwy business, but
that if 1 did come up and did obtain
election I should probably be found in
opposition to him wherever he might he.
I felt then that the time might come
when a distinet party of one, which had
been in this House seven years, night
have to merge itself into alarge body;
not hecanse I thought the principles
advocated by the party of one were less
true or less needed now, but because
having served seven yeurs’ apprenticeship
in 1his House, I had found it was possible
only to speak with one voice and vote
with one vote, and I want to get with
those who may possibly give me the
strengtli to carry my views into power
when it coines about. As to election
pledges, the pledges 1 gave my constit-
uents were these, tha’ baving kuowu‘m)
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fanlts and my virtues for seven years, if
they thought 1 was fit to represent them
let them pub me in, and if they did not
think so, let them put in the other man.
I told them T thought the Throssell
Government was simply holding office in
au[fnterregnum ; that it would be the
daty of the new Parliament to select the
gtrongest men they could toforma Ministry
for carrying on the affairs of the vountry,
and that when formed by the united
voice of the House, it would be the duty
of members to giviRto those Ministers
their assistance in carrying out the things
required by the conotry. These were
the election pledges I made; aud when I
zo from them it will be time enough for
newspapers, with malicions inaccuracy,
to accuse me of doing that which they do
themselves every day. I'sa.id I was
desirous of seeing a change of Govern-
ment. It does not always come to men
in their lives to see their desires carried
out; but I do see now an exact change of
Government, and I am glad those gentle-
men are on the Ministerial benches for
this reasonfespecially, that I would like
them to get at the pigeon-holes of the
late Administration, and see whether it
was right or wrong in what it did. fam
equally desirous that those gentlemen
having attained to this position, if there

is anything in the pigeon-holes that Will‘

assist them, they should let us kmow
exactly what the late Government did.
I want this, not out of a morbid curi-
osity, but becanse I would like it to be
understood either that the late Adminig-
tration was absolutely corrupt, or else
that we who thought they were or
differed from§them have been suffering
under a misdpprehension. I am not
desirons to hesmirch the escutcheon of
the hon. gentlemen who have ocecupied
those positions before ; but Lam desirous
that the cloud of suspicion shall be either
firmly rivetted on their shields or be dis-
pelled, so that we may kno»ithe atmos-
phere is pure. Wehave had notonly in the
House this afternoon, hut also outside, a
certain amount of criticism in regard
to the position of pariies. We bhave
been told by the Minister without port-
forlio (Hon. W. H. James), who possjbly
has been appointed to that positioi}so
that he might carry on what 1 may term
o guerilla warfare -—-
A Memegr: Another De Wet.
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Me. GEORGE: No; not De Wet—he
was a worker. He was never member for
East Perth. We ar¢ told the party
sitting opposite, now theg Government
party, have a majority o&votes in this
country. How that caun be taken seri-
ously I do not knmow. I do not believe
those gentlemen who month it so. glibly
really mean it. T take it to be another
example of the admirable art of . prac-
tising bluff which distinguished that
gentleman when he was sittingi on this
(Opposition) side.

Hon. W. H. James: What about
your leader, who admitted the fact?

Mr. GEORGE: ‘I never go back on
my leader. What is the position of the
House? T will take the figures from that
model of aceuracy, the Morning Herald,
a distinguished intellectual journal pub-
lished@in Perth, Western Australia. T
find that it was stated in that journal
in cold print, and therefore it must be
true, that there were 21 members sitting
on the Goverument side. At the time
these figures were printed, that was cor-
rect; and the 21 members, it wag stated,
represent 52,516 voters; but the admir-
able gentleman who compiled these
figures allowed his desire to go farther
than his cool sense would have dietated,
for he included in the 21 members the six
other members who now, ornawment”the
back benches, I mean the§l.abour party.
It is said the Tabour party represent
25,492 votes; but the Labour party, if I
understand it aright, were not returned
to this House to support or to oppose the
Government on pure political grounds.
If I understand the position aright with
regard tojthe Labour party, their busi-
ness is t0 represent their constituents,
who are not only in the districts repre-
sented by those members, but all those in
the country belonging to- what is gene-
rully called the Labour party. I under-
stand that on their platfyrm, as printed,
and a copy of which wa&sent to me by
Mr. Croft—-

A MemBeR: Sent to you by mistake,
I should think.

Mr. GEORGE : They represent 25,492
votes. That leaves the Government in
the position of an Administration having
15 direct supporters, representing 27,000
voters in the country.] We on this (Oppo-
sition) eide are stated by the same
journal to be 27 in number, represeni-
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ing 36,000 voters in the country; and -

I make bold to say that, as far as
that is concerned, we have the right to
consider we represent the majoritfin the
country as cowmpared with our Yriends
now on the Minigterial side. The
member for Albany, in his speech on
the Address-in-reply and referring to the
redistribution of seats, said he boped it
would be done not on a population basis
and not- for centralisation, but that{all
interests and all industries in the State
would be considered. I ask, are there no
industries represented by hon. members
sitting on this side of the House?

A MeusER: Yes; the apple industry.

Mr. GEQRGE: The apple industry!
I donot know whether the hon. member
really knows wha‘*an apple is. If he
doeg, I am certain* he wil support the
native apple industry far in excess of the
imported apple industry, which latter is
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pot yer given us hig views in. this
House, but he will do so this evening ;
a.ndl!it bas been left to those who are
destyous of discovering what he intends
to do, to peruse the report of the policy
speech which he delivered in the Queen’s
Hall. T noticed that he there uttered the
words which have simply been echoed in
a moe feeble way b)i:hose who have

' spoken on the Governnient side in this

debate, when he said :-—

I expert to be challenged, and I will do
nothing to prevent my opponents from making
an assault on my Administration at the earliest

. moement.

That is o fair challenge, given in a fair and
wanlyfway ; and when we (Opposition)
want to take up (his challenge we will
take it ap, not at the dictation of the
member for Kast Perth (Hon. W, H.

' James), but at such a time as we consider

sought to be introduced inte this State .
in the interests of persons whom I will .

not name. That shows the numbers of
partie] both as to votes in this House
and asYur as the support of the country
is at their back. With regard to the
attitude of the party now on the Opposi-
tion side, speaking for myself, and I
believe my views are in accord with
certainly the majority if notjthe whole of
this party, we are not playthg the game
of “ins” and “outs.” Were we to
respond to the challenge that has been
thrown out by the mover and seconder of
the Address, and which has been flaunted
before us this_evening by one Minister
like & red ragf before a bull, we would
have to respond to it probably in: the
absence of that Minister,

occasion by the fact that he is an
honorary Minister without portfolio.
The Ministry of the day, I mean those

Ministers who ha.ve\portfolios. have not -

vet spoken ; therefote I refuse to believe
that the member for East Perth, in his
injudicious utterances this evening, is &
véflex of the Cabinet or of His Majesty's
Government. I know the modesty of the
new honorary Minister is so great that
the only way whichf}they could have
toned him down with common sense
would have been to give him an office
with a porifolio, and sandwich him in
between substantial men on the front
Ministerial bench. The Premier has

who, has .
apparently been glued to his seat on this |

convenjent. Not only did that hom.
gentleman give out his challenge, buf} be
also utiered what I consider a significant
word at the end of his speech on the
question of dissolution. We have been
told, perhaps not so much in this House,
but certainly out of it, and by the intelli-
gent Press as represented by the Morning
Herald, that the Premier§will ask for a
dissolution. Yet on referring to the
report of that gentleman’s speech in the
Queen’s Hall, I find he said, speaking
of the amendment of the Constitu-
tion : —

I do not think we shall propose that alter-
ation during the first session, because
important amendment of that descript.il;a
wonld nevessitate a dissolution, and I do not
think members would care to vote for am
immediate dissolution.

We are cerfainly under the impression
that he must have heen under, because
the Morning Herald said so-—he must
have been under the impression that he
would have an absolute majorityin this
House ; therefore the hogey of disselu-
tion can be nicely and quietly put on one
side. Now, with regard to the finances
of the State, I bave gathered a great
amount of satisfaction from the speeches
which have been delivered by the hon.
the Premier and the hon. thef Colonial
Treasurer; and I am going tJ read to
the House just a few words uttered by
the Premier which carried a great amount
of satisfaction to my mind with regard to
the finances of this State. We shall
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await with considerable—I will not say
anxiety, perhaps I mayl]sa,y pleasure—
farther statements in the same strain.
The Premier said :—

There will bea deficit, but I repeat again that
there is no cause for alarm, because so sound
is the finaneial condition and so hopeful are
the prospects of the country that when any
difficulty oceurs welare able to make safis.
factory arrangements.

“We are able to make satisfactory
arrangements.” The point I will make
from the statement of the Prewier is that,
great as may have been the faults of the
late administration, what they huve left
behind them could not have been so had
otherwise the hon. the Premier would not
be able to make his satisfactory arrange-
ments with regard to finunce. BecanseIam
not willing to believe that there is so much
difference in the methods of men when
they are dealing with finance, as to think
that a heaven-born financienfghas taken his
seat on that side to find thingsin a fearful
muddle, and after a few days has been
able to say that there is no cause for
alarm. T may say this, for the purpose
of making the minds of hon. members
easy. My own mind has beenfmade easy ;
and I wish to impart that calm and
pleasure which I feel to other hon. mem-
bers who have not perhaps viewed the
matter in that way. Referring to the
proposed loan of five millions, the same
gentleman said :—* T assure you that we
have no fear but thaty we can meet the
liabilities and that we shall be able to
finance even this large sum of money.
We have a grand revenue; we have no
cause whatever for alarm; and we have
sufficient to administer the affairs of the
State with due economy.” I congratulate
the hon. th@ Premier on finding the con-
dition of things 8o pleasant and satis-
factory. Now with regard to the railways.
The Speech which is laid before us con-
tains a reference to the railways, and the
mover of the Address-in-reply made use
of words somewhat similar to these —he
believed the profitqarising from the rail-
ways should be spent in giving extra
railway facilities; and the words used
by the hon. the Premier were these:—
“We do not want to make them (the
railways) a goeat revenue - producing
gystem. Instead of returning actual cash
to the treasury chest, a reduction of
freightRand greater facilities will be more
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to the interest of the general public, and
we consider that it is necessary to have a
revision of the railway rates’ I say that
the principle enunciated there is fair. But
while I admit so much, I want to impress,
if Tfcan, on the hon. gentleman who will

~ have to deal with this matter, that history

repeats itself, even with regard to Govern.
ment railways. As in the old times in
Egypt it was necessary in the seven fal
years to toake provision for the seven
lean years, so with freights and} profits
made on the railways: while it is desir-
able to give all the facilities we possibly
can, still we must remember that lean
vears will come to Western Australia jusl
as they have come to the railways of the
other States. What I am not desirous
of seeing is thatliwhile we have prosperity
in regard to ouF railway matters, rates
shall be lowered so much that, when the
inevitable falling off of revenue comes
there will have to be in the bad times firs
a raising of rates, and secondly a lowering
of the wages of the men employed'.‘ Foi
the wages that can be paid on the
railways, as in all other concerns
must be governed by the circumstance
whether the labour preduces the money tc
pay them or not. If the railway revenue
decreases, as it will do and mus} dc
in the course of time, unless 1-a.t9*a.r£
ruised to a big figure, which the couliiry
may not be able to stand, and whicl
reacts on the working mau inevitably iv
the cost of his food on the fields, ther
wages will have to come down. I do nul
believg in lowering wages. My idea of
wa.geSEs to give a man a fair wage, and 1
hope it will be a long time hefore you
will have to make your profits by grind.
ing down and lowering the wages of yom
men. Thisg is the principle I have always
adopted, and I believe that whatever
success Ifhave had in connection with
managing works in this State is due tc
the fact that I have been fortunate enough
to find employers who have lieen gener
ous enongh to trust me in regurd to the
question of wages. -Then, again, us
reggrds a gentleman who sits on this
sidi of the House, fmy friend Mr
Throssell, I find that, so far as he it
concerned, there seems to be one general
congensus of opinion with respect to him
administration. For, taking
always the highest aunthority that 1
possibly could obtain, Itake the authority
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of my frien*the Premier, and I find he
states:

Our land policy will not be a departure from
that of Mr. Throssell—

(3 Jovry,

As a proof that I am right io my con- |

tention with regard to Mr. Throssell, we
find that these words of the Premier were
cheered to the echo in thf'gl-eat meeting
n the Queen’s Hall :—
to whum I desire to pay the public compli-
ment that I believe him to be the most able
administrator of the Lande Department the
colony has had.
‘We are told that the present Minister of
Lands will follow the same lines, and
a.winister undeffthe same conditions as
those which were so successfully inaugu-
rated and carried on for some time by the
hon. member who allows me at any rate
to sit on his left hand. ‘Therefore, taking
all in all, we find that the state of the
finances is sutisfactory, we find 'tha.i‘the
lands peolicy is approved of. Then we
have to find out, and I suppose we shall
find out in the course of this debate or a
litile later, what there is or has been
wrong in the other departments of the
State. I appeal to hon. members who
arefoccupying the Treasury benches at
this juncture to let the House and let the
country koow exactly how they have
found things. If there is anything that
will not bear the light, let us know about
it. If, on the other hand, they have
found that the responmblhty of office
brings with it not only the opportunity for
investigation, but alse the opportunity
for dispelling the doubts which they
had, then I ask them to stand up in
this House and let us know exactly
how they find things. They will not lose
votes, but they will gain respect, iffthey
state that they bave been mistaken and
tell the House and the country exactly
what the position of affairs is.

Terz Premigr: What we want to
know is, whut objection you have to us?

Mr. GEORGE : I am going to tell you
that directly. I have not the slightest
objection tdf you, except that you sih on
that side of the House.

Tar CoMmissioneR oF RAInways:
Politically, not personally.

‘ .

Mr. GEORGE: So far as the Com- °

missioner of Railways is concerned, I
feel honoured if he will allow me to class
him as one of my personal friends,

for being a politicalfenemy of his, I do

AE:
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not think he will give me occasion to be
that either. If Idlﬁer from his opinions,
it will be simply owing to the general
character of men. All men differ. Tt is
not necessary to be a man's enemy in

. order to sit in Jopposition to him or to

differ trom his views, Now the member
for Albany—the matter is also mentioned
in the Speech—made use of words which
I very much regret. He made use of
words implying that it was pecessary to
reconcile the farmers and the people
on t.hel goldfields. Now, I know a
good deal about the farmers; I repre-
sent a constituency which hus, T believe,
an absolute majority of farmers, with
their wives and families, so far as the
number of inhabitants is concerned. I
know any number of farmers in this
State, and also a greatlportion of the
goldfields population of this State. So
far as I am able to judge—it is only my
opinion—the antipathy with wbich the
goldfields bave seemed to view the coastal
districts has been fanned by the Kal-
goorlie Miner aud papers of that sort, and
18 not indorsedjby the great najority of
the people on the fields. The Minister
for Mines will remember a mecting held
at Menzies some three years ago, in the
course of which I stated that the farmers
on the coast, at any rate, had no anti-
pathy to the goldﬁe]as, that they rejoice

that the people on the fields had come t

the colony. I assure you, it thereshould
be any difference between them, it is only
necessary to explain it as we do in the
case of our personzl differences. We
should not allow a feeling of bitterness to
be engenderedfeither for the purpose of
inereasing the circulation of a newspaper
or of farthering the aspirations of u few
ambitious men. Now, there have been
uttered during this debate words which
have cast the reproach, as it were, on
farmers of not doing their duty.
But nobody knows better thanl those
who hive heen in this State” dur-
ing the last 10 or 12 years that
it was absolutely foolish for the farmer,
a few vyears back, either to
increase his holding or his cultivation.
I know that in the district which I have
the honour to represent{fruit was fed to
the pigs because there was no means of
getting it to market. There are parts of
my district now—Marradong-—where the
farmers grow any quantity of fruit and
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are obliged to throw it to the pigs and
cattle becanse they cannot get it to
marke{@wing to waat of railway facilities.
During the last few years the farmers of
this State who have seen how the
country has progressed, and who have
had facilities placed at their doors for
bringing their goods to market, have
taken heart of grace and have. opened
and cleared theirf§jland, ploughed and
cultivated it, sown if, put in fruit trees,
and so forth; and these people have
risen, are rising, and will continue to
rise, and will be able not only to keep
the country in food, but to export largely
as well. ~Now there is the question o
the apples. It has been mentioned by
my friend—I bhope I may call him my
friend —the member for Bast Perth that
this Government is not too much to
blame with regard to the apple question,
because federation has finally settled that
question.

Mr. JamEs: I see no ca.usel for blame
at all.

Mr. GEORGE: The member for East
Perth used words to the effect that if
there was any feeling of grievance or
soreness—perhaps that is the better way
to put it—on the part of the representa-
tives of the farmers in regard to the
apple question,]‘it was to be remembered
that this Government had merely antici-
pated the action which must inevitably
result from federation.

A MgemBER: Why not have given us
a little longer ?

Mr. GEQORGE: That is to say, while
we can stop diseased apples or diseased
pears _from coming into this country,
underffederation we cannot stop good and
sound fruit from coming in. Well, that
being so—and I believe the view - is
correct, as my friend the member for
Claremont tells us that such is the law—
then I say this Government will not of
course receive—at any rate t‘;‘:iwill not
allow them if they want to clfim-—any
kudos which may attach to this apple
business. As far as we are conferned,
the ides of throwing out the Government
on the apple question, making that a
question to go tg the country on, with an
apple stuck on alstick, saying “ Will you
have it or not ™ —that idea is simply
ridiculous. We will leave the Govern-
ment to eat the apple of discord amongst
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from the Guvernor's Speech an important
matter affecting the South - Western
district --not only my own constituency,
but a.lso!l electorates represented by
other gentlemen; and that is the ques.
tion of the drainage of the South.
Western distriet. That distriet I make
bold to say —even although on this
matter I shall not be in accord with
my hon. friend the member for Northam
—contains the best agricultural land
tha,t&;here ig in this Stute, only unfor.
tunately, we have too much water. Now
the hon. the Premier in his Queen’s
Hall speech stated this :—** We shall dg
what we can to develop the lands of the
South-West of this colony by a com-
prehensive system of drainage;” and he
saidhe knew.thatat Pinjarra and south of
Pinjarra there were large areas of ground
which simply.needed drainage to become
productive at once. I thank the hon.
gentleman for his mention of the matter
in thatspeech. T wish hehad putitin the
Governor's Speech, for itf would have
constituted another item of congratulation
and bound him to my very sonl. I notice
by the Governor's Speech that the
Roads Act is to be amended. I think
that is a matter which can be very well
attended to this session. There is great
need for it, too.} When the Act comes
next before the' House, I shall try to
interest hon. members for a few moments
with repard to the inequalities of power
under that Act as regards rating. The
otber matters which find-a place in ‘the
Speech will be debated I presume,
unless the Government losd heart of
grace and commit the happy dispatch
by resigning. I hope they will not,
go that these matters may be debated,
in their proper time. I notice that
there is to he a Bill to validate the
Acts of last session, and I shall look for-
ward with somef considerable expectancy
fo see what Acth of last session require
validation. T hope that hon. members
who were members of the late Parlia-
ment will also bear in mind the necessity
that will be brought to our notice for
validating these Acts. If they should
not be validated, well T do} not know
what will happen. It will he for our
hon. friends opposite to tell us that. 1
do not know that I huave anything more
to say in connection with this matter.

themselves. Now, there hus been omitted | It is not a question of trying te badger
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the Grovernment, oo my part at, any mte‘
I ask them to accept this assurance from
me—the Ministry can take it as they
please—that if T am at all a judge of the
feeling on this side of the House, we all
of us are desirous that His Majesty's
Govprnment shall continue, if only to
giv{our friends opposite an opportunity
of showing what they are made of, and of
showing that they know something of the
work, and that they are learning their
trade as apprentices; and if it should
happen in the course of time—we never
know what may happen—that there comes
a. transference from the other side to
this, the Opposition in those circum-
stances will be in a better position than
any Opposition has heen in before.

Tee ComMisstoNER oF RaIlLways:
When things have beeu straighiened by
us.
Mr. GEORGE : The Commissioner of
BRuilways says  when things have been
straightened ” byfghem. I say the Gov-
ernment are on their trial, and when
things have been straightened by them——

A Memeer: Chuck them out!:

Me. GEORGE: No, not “chuck them
out,” but give them the reward of their |
labour by allowing -them to éontinue in
office. 1 would not give them restfnot
even ““where the wicked cease f¥om
troubling” will we give them rest. But
what we will do is to give them the
reward of their labour, and I say unhesi-
tatingly that if the gentlemen who occupy
those benches discharge the duties with
credit to themselves and the country,
theyshould be allowed to coutinue to
enjoy the positions they hold. If, on the:,
other hand, I find the administration
of His Majesty’s Governmwent is nof
such as deserves support, I shall do my
best to sling them out., If the labourer
is worthy of bis hire, let him haﬂe‘the
reward of it. The Premier said :

All T want is to be given a fair trial, and if
on that trial I and my colleagues are found
wanting, it will he the duty as well as the
pgvilege of our opponents to dismiss ns from
office. -

I echo that.] We are prepared to give
him and his colleagues a fair trial. Make
ne mistake about this: we are not only
prepared to give him » fair trial in con-
nection with that trouble to which I have

[8 Jury, 1901.]

and strength- our position in{this Legis-

referred, but to give him all ‘he support
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lature will enuble us to do. In the time
of the crisis of the nation, petty matters
must be swept on one side. The needs,
wants, requirements, and convenience of
the State must take precedence without
a single bit of hesitancy over any little
trivial matters such as thefquestion of
“ing” and *puts " of the Government,
Tae PREMIER (Hon. . Leake,
K.C.): Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the
encouragement which I have bad both
inside and outside this House, and it now
devolves upon me to say a word or
two in farther enunciation of the Govern-
ment policy.illt. has been suid by my
friend the leafler of the Opposition that
the Ministry are not a happy family ; but
perbaps we are the best judges of our
own personal feelings, and, if it will
interest him at all to know it, there is a
degree of amicability about] ourselves
which we think did wnot always exist
amongst those who previously occupied
these benches. However, we accept-the
position, and we will do our best to wind .
our own personal affairs and to conduct
the business of the country, and time
alone will show whether we are able to
do that well. T have purposely refrained,
both in the speech which I made in the
Queen’s Hall and also in the Governor's
Address with which he opened Parlia.
ment, from casting any reflection upon
the past Administration. 1 do not desire
this evening to depart from that line
of conduct.§ There will be abundant time
for we to take up that line when I am
attacked myself by the remnants of that
old party. Whether that is to cowe
gooner or Iater I de not know. Several
speakers from the other side of the
House bave deprecated a circumstance
whicllthey say existed—an event, perhaps
—nanlely, that a threat was used by one
or two speakers about un impending dis-
golution.  As Tunderstood those specches
I did not think there was any threat of
that kind. IF there was, it was not
prompted by myself. I am _quite
a.wa,ré of this, that for me in my
presedt position to bold out in this
House anything like a2 threat of a
disselution in order to induce-members
to vote for me. would .be grossly and
constitutionally improper. I trust I
khow my work betfer than to adopt such
tactics as those. %:i]l say, bowever, that
if members on both sides of the House
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desire a dissclution, I am perfectly pre-
pared, personally, to go to the country.
There was undoubtedly a challenge thrown
down by my friend, one of the’ members
for Perth.

A Memser: HEast Perth.

Tax PREMIER: Well, it isfndorsed
by the other member I refer to; and
whilst members on that side of the House
think fit to extend their very gracious
patronage to me and to my Ministry, I
desire to tell them at once that I do not
want it. If I cannot deserve the support
of members in this House, I shall not beg
for it on my knees. I shall endeavonr to
deserve the vespect of members, and not
beg for mercy. T am prepared to indorse
the remarks of my friend the member for
Bast Perth (Hou W. H.. James), and to
sayfthat the challenge is ready whenever
members opposite desire to test their
strength. It cab come to-night, if they
like, and I say the sooner the better; and,
moreover, it can be understood that I will
not occupy this position with the sword
of Damocles hanging over my head, th
thread to be cut by members opposite a
their sweet will. 1f they do not desire to
move a vote of mno-confidence in this
Ministry, I cannot, of course, force from
them their reasons; but I am going to
know how I stand here, and the country
has got‘t.o know it teo, and I can say this,
that if is possible, although perhaps it may
be an unusual course, for a member on this
side of the House who cannot move a
motion of no-confidence, to move that
the House has confidence in this
Ministry.

Hov. FRH. Piesse: Move it.

Tue PREMIER: We can get a division
on that, and then we will know who are
the straight-out Oppositionists. I can
assure members that I am not going to
ocoupy these benches at the will of a few
individuals, and I do not thank an
member on that side of the House who
tries to pat me on the back and patronise
me. Iwould rather he fought me. There
has been an alteration during the last
twelve months or two years in our
method of returning members. That is
to say, we are nowgdependent to a certain
extent on the wonfen’s franchise. Some
members on the other side of the House
may owe their seats to that extension of
the franchise. The fact may, perhaps,
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me a show, and o forth, T do not thank
then, and perhabs I dotbt their sincerity,
because 1 do not forget that before this
House met some of those who are now
sitting opposite to me assured me of
their snpport.

Mg, M. H. Jacopy: Name them.

Tue PREMIER: Perhaps hog. mem.
bers did'not. hear what I said. I said
that before the House met, some of those
now opposite to me assured me of their
support. Members have ventured to
criticise the Governor's’ Speech and the
policy of the Government. I have no
particular complmF t¢ make with regard

opposite tell “;l they are going to give

to those 'speeches fexcept that there has
been some difficulty to determine their
line of criticism, or, if T happened to find
the line, to welgh the criticism or attri-
bute to it any value. There is one gentle-
man whom I desire most heartily to thank
for the observations which have been
made duringghis debate, and for what I
believe to have been possibly the uncon-
scious support which he has given to me.
I refer to the member for the Williams,
the leader of the Opposition (Hon. F. H.
Piesse); and if that hon. member is nof
prepared to advance to the a.tta.ck{ with
somewhat greater force than he has on
this oceasion, possibly my rank and hle
may beat him. I have, during the last
four or five years, seen deliberate a.t.t.acks
made on the Treasury benches by a com-
bination of men who, though small in
numbers, had perhaps a certainfjlegree of
determination and had I led a phalanx
such us that which T see before me, there
would have been no delay, there would
have been no mistake about the attack
which would have been made on these
benches, and T am only wondering why
it is that the att.a.ck‘is not now being
made. -

Hon.
et in.

Tue PREMIER: I am in, and I mean
to stay in, and T defy the leader of the
Opp051tmn to put me out. I am told on
the on&hand that I have enunciated no

F. H. Piesse: You wanted to

policy,jpnd on the other hand we are told
that dur policy is the pelicy of the
old Forrest party. [Meg. Hiomau: Hear,
hear.] The old Forrést party ought to
know, because they are well represented
on the front Opposition bench. Three

have made them timorous. When members | of them were Ministers, and onc was a
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blindlsupporter. whilst another did not
know whether he was blind or not; but I
am glad to think we know now his real
positien, and that he no longer sits upon
w rail speaking one way, and voting
another.

Mr. GeoraE: That is incorrect, so far
as I am concerned,fpuyhow.

Tee PREMIER: I mention no name,
but the bat that I am making is big
enough for anybody to wear on that side.
What T said was that the. front Opposi-
tion berch, and perhaps I may say the
two principal Opposition benches, fairly’
represent the old Forrest party;jand Tam
glad indeed to think the rembants of
that party are represented by membersin
this House, and that we shall still hear,
throughout these debates, the echo of the
old false political sentiments which we,
when on that side, were so acoustomed to,
disparage. It is said welhave no policy,
but if the Speech is caretully read one
will see that there is something in it to
discuss. I am told, too, that there is not
enough legislation proposed. I must, in
fairness, ask not only members of Purlia-
went but the country to remember that
we_havdbeen in office only a month, and
we hav€ accepted our responsibility in
the face of difficulties which very few
Ministries have ever yet been called upon
to face. [M=z. Hreuam: Hear, hear.]
It was after un election which was_held
on a policy declared by our opponents.
Conscions ofJtheir weakness, they took
advantage of bn opportunity. Whether
that was fair or unfair is not for me to
say, but they abandoned their position.
They ran away, and left it for us to
perform the duties which they themselves
dreaded; and we have done so, and have
now formulatedn certain polidy. Judg-
ing from newspaper reports and from
utterances of public men und private
individuals, T have reason to helieve—
whether I am right or wrong, I do believe
—that the policy I have enunciated is
acceptable to the people of the country,
and consequently I shall gzo on infthe
honest belief that I have the country at
my back, although I have not the support
of a majority in Parliament. It is said
that not enough legislation is. proposed.
I am prepared to admit it, and I want
members to understand at once that it is
my desir{tha.t. this session of Parliament
shall not¥be a lengthy one, because I am

(8 Jory, 1901.]
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not prepared with new legislation. Ihave
not had time to think it out, and I
deprecate the practice which prevailed in
the past of filling this House up with
Bills late in the session, beforefmembers
had a proper opportunity of undetstanding
them, or perbaps of veading them. I
am not going to bring down, if I can help
it, anything like slip-shod legislation,
and I do not propose to bring down
any big reform. [ will only bring
down legislation of necessity. However

desiroudll might be of doing so, I could
not bring down new legislation. Why?
Because T bhave no Parliamentary
Draughtsmen. The late Government,

just before they resigned, took away the
two men in the public service who did
that work, gnd I am left without a proper
staff ; but [fhave made up my mind that
there shall® be a proper parliamentary
dranghting staff in this State. I intend
to huve properly qualified men, paid an
adequate salary—[Mr. Groree: Hear,
hear]—who will do the work, and will
prepare for the session Bills during the
recess,” so that immediatell members
meet they may get right uway into busi-
ness, and not wait until after two or three
months bave elapsed. Apain, I want a
proper parliamentary draughting staff in
order thut our Statutes muy be properly
consolidated and examined into, for I
henestly believe that directly and in-
dirvectly, if wdl bave good, useful parlia-
mentary draughting, wemaysave anything
between £2,000 and £10,000 a year in
the prioting bill; and in regard to
Parliament and the country generally,
we will have the assurance that our legis-
lation will be good and soundfand that
laws passed in one session will ‘not have
to be tinkered with in the next. It is
curious therefore that I should be twitted
with not bringing dewn sufficient legisla-
tion. I admit there is much that is not
before us in the Governor's Speech
which I should havdq liked to refer to.
There are many measires which I know
cught to go forward, but which I confess
I have vot had time to cousider. As to
this “policy of stagnation,” as it is
called, I may say I repudiate that. We
have no intention of going in foffa policy
of stagnation. If we did -that, 1t would
mean retrenchment all round. T do want
to see things on a firm and solid basis,
1 do want to know where 1 stand and

<
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what I stand on, and I cannot do that i
until I know the exact condilionfof the

finances. Who oh this side of the House .
would support a Lean Bill, if I brought
it down for the construction of new

works ¥
Bill for the immediate construction of
new works mentioned in the Governor’s
Speech ? Nota single member—1I woul

bardly get even a seconder for the Bill,
and I certainly dare not divide the House
on it. We have got abundant work
before us in attending to the administra- .
tion of affairs and in learning our work.

We cannot learn in ten days what it took
other people ten year@to learn, and at -
the end of that time if is not everyone
of those persons who can say he was a
success. We have got quite enough to
do to look after the finances, and to put
the railway system on a proper focting.
We have undertaken what Ifelieve to be !
a veform which is approved, namely the
separation of the Works from the Rail-
way Department. That meets with the
approval of even the leader of the

Opposition ; and hon. members who do |

know the inner workings of those
two departments will know it is not
possible toflestablish those two depart-
ments ou a proper working basis im-
mediately. So far as the policy of
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Who would support a Loan |

stagnation is concerned, in order to
build the public works which are now
in band we shall have to spend upwards
of a millioy a year. That is not bad; 1
do not callfthat stagnation; but if it is
stagnation, vou must not blame my

Ministry, but blame your late leader. !

We are told, and perhaps there is an
undercurrent of humour n it, that what
little policy there is in the Governor’s
Speech bas been t&kgg from our oppon-

ents The man whdlsaid that forgot to”
finish his sentence Or to round it off,
because he might have added that the
formner Ministry did in torn take their
policy from us who were then in Opposi-
tion. Where did they get their ideas of
progressive legislation? Whbo was it
made the suggestion u}he first instance,
of progressive legislaflon and reform?
It always came from the Opposition ; and,

curiously enough, that which the Govern.
ment had condemmned as useless and
stupid in gne session, they adopted as
laudable and constitutional and necessary

in the next session. That has been the
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history of parliamnentary practiceysince I
cante into the House in 1894. I Will only
remind hon. members of one or two
measures which were suggested first by
the then Opposition, and condemned by
the then Government, and which were
adopted afterwards by the Government.
Take redistribution of seats, take pay-
mentfof members, take abolition of the
food Huties, take electoral reform, take

" women’s suffrage: all these came from

the then Opposition side of the House,
and one if not some of those measures
wag not only opposed by the Premier of
the day_(8ir John Forrest), but he said
“ ra.therItha.n that should pass” or

* *Dbefore 1t should pass, it would have to
" be over

hizs dead Wbody.”  (General
langhter.) Hon. members will recollect
that was the phrase absolutely made use

.of from this very chair; but the very

dead-body policy was pushed through the
House by the hon.jmember who had
declaimed against it;¥and it was when we
were advoecating these reforms that we,
then on the Opposition side, were called
" truitors and croakers.” As I say, I am
not going to attack those who have goné
before. De mgortuis, nil nisi bonum. One or
two rema,rkﬁwere made in a spirit of criti-
cism by my ftiend the leader of the Opposi-
tion (Hon. F. H. Piesse), and I suppose it
will ouly be courteous on my part to
refer to some of bis observations. As I
gay, I thank him for the excellent sup-
port which T feel‘sure I have derived
from his utterances of vesterday after-
noon ; and [ find myself in agreement
with him when he said it was indiscreet
of the late Premier to refer to the necus-
sity for straightening out the finances.

Hon. F. H. Pregse: I did not say
“ the late Premier.”i

Tee PREMIER : The hon. member

- did say it was indiscreet to refer to

the necessity for straightening out the
finances: and we know the gentleman
who used those words was the member
for Northam (Mr. G. Throssell), when
he was Premier, and whose mantle the
member for the Williamé hopes willl some
day descend on his shoulders. HoWwever,
indiscreet or not, we thought it was an
excellent remark, because there was so
much apparent truth in il, and such good,
sound, honest advice; and when we
realise that this advice was also given by
another colleague of the member for
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Northam, namely] the late Mr. Moran— |
(general laughtel)—we realise that we !
ought to pay the greatest possible regard '
to it, and I am sure it will be our very |
best endeavour to “ straighten out the !
finances.” The task will be a difficult,
one, but I am glad to koow we have an'l
admission from the other side of the"
House that such a work is necessary, and |
that a state of affairs exists requiring !
this herculean task; and I am moreover |
pleased to think that in that Qifficult
task we shall have, or ought to have, the
assistance of those hon, members‘who 7
formerly assisted in getiing the finances
into the muddle in which we find them. |
Of course there would be no time, in a
duvbate of this kind, to give long lists of
figures and details ; but I can promise
that it is not with the idea of keeping
anything gback from members that I
refrain this moment, because my
friend the Treasurer will take advantage
of the earliest possible moment to refer
at very great length to the finances. I
do not know whether I misunderstood the
member for the Willians last night,
when he referred to afjuillion of Treasury
bills which should be redeemed at the
end of this year. Perbhaps he did not
make himself clear; but what I thought
he said was that we need not take these
Treasury bills into account because they
had been wnthorised. But I say they are
current, andfhave to be met.

How. F. H. Piesse: What I said was,
you added that amount to the total
indebtedness of the Slate, whereas those
Treasury bills had been provided for in.
the amount of the lotal expenditure for
the year.

Tae PREMIER: They had been
authorised, of course; buiyon cannot
pay Treasury bills by referrfug a party to
the Act which authorised the borrowing.
T am glad to bave the assurance of the
hon. member that I must have taken a
wrong note of what he said.~ a

Hown. F. H., Piesgr: It is a sertous
matter to ma.k»‘out the expenditure to Le
a million too much, and 1 want that
explained. It cannot be explained away.

Tue PREMIER: The hon. member
also claims credit for having ordered a
tremendous lot of “rolling-stock, and
said that in my remarks I bad claimed
credit for ordering that rolling-stock}

[3 Juwy,

Nothing of the kind was said by me, but
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we say now, and have suid for a long
time past, that the necessities of the
railway trafic require the proper equip-
ment of our railways, and it is going to
be one of our chief cares in administra-
tion. What is thefuse of our railways
unless properly equipped? We are very
pleased to find there has been a large
order sent forward for rolling-stock ; but
great as that pleasure was, our surprise
was equally great when we found there
was no provision to meet the bill. It is
true thejhon. member says he and Lis
colleagues may take credit for having
ordered that additional rolling-stock ; but
we, the new Governwent, have got the
trouble of finding the money, and that
ig vne of the difficulties in which we
find vurselves; consequently we feel
the necessity of going slowlyllwith regard
to ‘anything like what has%Wheen called
in the past a ‘ progressive policy,”
namely that of public works known as
the policy of beg, borrow, and steal
I am not conscious of ever having said I
objected to the railways being properly
equipped ; although my friend the member
for the Williams tells us ‘that when I
occnpied his distingnished position on
the other side of the House, a position
which I gladly abandoned, I used to
object to the proper equipment of the
railways. I wus delighted to hear that
the late fovernment had it in contem-
pla.tion-tojaata.blish a Harbour I'rust, and
I am sorry to think so valuable a sugges-
tion was kept so long in the background,
as I assume it was if the idea was in
contemplation two or three years ago;
but now that it will be defjnitely proposed,
T assume we shall haveRthe sopport of
members on that side to Give it practical
effect. There are other matters in con-
naction with this harbour trust which I
am sure will oot ledd to adverse eriticism
and discussion, and amongst these I may
refer to the question ofyproperly equip-
ping the pilot crew at!PFremantle by
giving them every facility to visit ships
without personal risk and without any
absolute danger. I desire and am already
taking steps to ascertain whether we can
supply those brave fellows with a proper
steamer, in which they may go out in all
weathers safely. Refereuce was mad

I thought it would be, to the questiofof
the importation of fruit. T do not want
there to be any misunderstabding on that
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subject. I have said in my speech in the
Queen’s Hall, that the prohibition of the
importation of fruit would be removed ;
and T maylay now that the regulations
were finally” approved to-day, and will be
published in a day or two. Iam glad to
think they will be published so soon after
the meeting of Parliament, because hon.
members, if they think fit, way have
them cancelled at once. If hon. member:
pass a resolution ihat these fruit regula-
tions should be repealed they will prob-
ably be repealed, but not by me; and if
the country thinks it better to revert to
the old system of prohibition, well and
good. Of course, we will have to abide
by the verdict of this Housel One hon.
member, 1 thiok the membDer for the
South-West Mining District, says it wasa
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clean or otherwise, it will be subjected to
certain tests, and cerfain precautions will be
taken with regard tﬁli-‘: on its arrival here.
1 do not know how fong the codlin moth
has been in the- Australian States—I
believe for a good long time, some 30 or
40 years ; Dbut at-any rate we never
heard of it here before 18371:11911 I
think the regulations prohibiftng the
importation of fruit were first passed.
In those days large quantities of apples

- used to come into the colony, and that

too without the care and supervision
which we now think ought to be exercised
with regard to their importation.

Mg, W. F. Sayer i In 1889.
Tez PREMIER: Well, 1889. You

© see I have given vou the benefit of two

pity these regulations have been repealed,
although he also said he was strongly in '

favour of their repeal. 1 do not know,
if a thing is necessary and proper to be
done, whyit sbould not he done at once.
No good¥would come of delay in this
matter, aud T do not know thut a select
committee to consider this question could
do any more than a committee of the
whole House. Consequently 1 see no
necessity for referring that question t¢a
select committee; axd I would like

remind hon. members that whilst thoge
who represent the apple and pear industry
now clamour so loudly for a select com-
mittee to inguire into the necessity for
repealing the regulations prohibiting the
importation of fruit, they were very care-
ful not to demandfa select committee
when the prohibitioR was made. That
was not done; those regulations were not
originally framed on the instructions or
suggestions of a select committee of this
House ; but it was done by fhe Govern-
ment of the day. Now the Government of

years,

M=z. Saver: There was no importation
before then, becanse the colony produced
more than it required.

Me. Jacoey: Will you guarantee
clean fruit ¥

Tae PREMIER: Another littldmatter
was referred to by my friend the'leader
of the Opposition (Hon. F. H. Piesse),
and it was to the effect that we claimed
the credit for establishing the cottage
system in asylums and for the purchase
of Whitby. Well, I have never done that
at all. - I claimYmo credit for that.
Everybody konows that Whitby Falls

. estate was purchased two or three years

't ago.

- 8o keen on. -

Bui we are aware of this, that not
much has been done in the way of the sug-
gested reforms that my friend seems fo b4

Well, I think myseUEha.t

. much good will be done by the chanfe of

* Government.

the day, following the course of §their .

predecessors, though perhaps in altered
circumstances, think fit to repeal the
prohibition. Hon. members may rest
agsured that the best effect will be given
to that repeal, and that fruit will be
admitted here, but we trust under what
vafeguards we can properly set up.

Me. M. H Jacosy:JWill you
guarantee that ?

Tee PREMIER: We desire that
fruit shall come in, and we desire there
ghall be proper inspection at the port of
export; and whether the fruit appears

Without being egotistical,
I am sure we cannot do much more harn -

. than our predecessors ; and I hope we shali

be conscious of the existence of - consti-
tutional principles, wond avoid as far as
possible the violating oun every possible
occasiogfof every. constitutional principle
in and $ut of Parliament. It is said
there is nothing suggestive of a policy
in the Speech, but I have always under-
stood that questions of policy were
questions of principle. I have already
referred to the fact that we recognise the
necessity for equipping oulfrailways with
rolling-stock : that is menfioned. Now
I want to read two parugraphs in the
Speech, because these two paragraphs

_ have been carefully avoided by my critics
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up to the present moment. They are * impossible for usfto do anything; nor

these : —

The expenditure of moneys beyond the votes
authorised by Parliament must be discouraged
ashen encroachment upon the great comsti-

ional principle that recognises Parlinment,
end Parliament only, as the body to grant
supplies for public purpdses.

Provieion mmst pecessarily be wmade for

unforseen expenditure, but BExcess Billa
should not include sums of such wagnitude as
those mentioned in Bills proposed during last
Parlinment.
Now, §if that does not involve a big con-
stitutlonal ‘principle, I should like to
know what does. I do not wonder that
my friends who sit opposite desire to
avoid discussion on that question. Year
after year when we sat there have we
pointed out the great mistakes, almost
criminal, of fhe then Administration in
indulging i this unauthorised expendi-
ture: works begun without the anthority
of Parliament, and moneys spent without
the authority of Parliament. That is
one of the yreat difficulties which we, as
& new Minstry, have to contend with;
and we have got to stop that, and stoplkit
quickly. It is not uncommon to fidd
papers connected with works involving the
expenditure of ten and twenty thousand
pounds which have been begun without
the sanction even of the Cabinet, and
certainly without the sanction of Parlia.
ment.

How. F. H. PiEsse: Are they in pro-

gress now ?

Taz PREMIER: Well|\I stopped one
the other day. I do notwant toelaborate
this principle at the present time, but
when my friend the Treasurer delivers
his Budget, there will be any amount of
time—if you care to let us live until that
time, may it please you, gentlemen. If
hon.§members like, they can make an
opportunity for discussion of this ques-
tion. I only remind the hon. member
that these two paragraphs did occur in
the Speech, because, perhaps, he may
bave forgotten them, and may like to
refer to them at some later date.

How., ¥. H. Piesse: Ijhall refer to
them. )

Tee PREMIER: The incursion of
rabbits is also referred to, and there I
must confess we are in o diffienlty. We
shall honestly seek the advice and assis-
tance of Parliament. In the course of
the few weeks at our disposal it has been

could we do anything, because we have
not yet the funds. But there will be
monéy : you will be asked to vote sup-
plies for three months, and we intend, if
this House thinks fit, to follow up the
recommendation of the Hoyal Commis.
sion to place ongthe Estimates a sum
of £30,000, as the Commission recom-
mend, with the idea of comstructing a
fence, If the House tells us that we
should, when the Supply Bill is through,
proceed with that work at once on the
digtinet assurance that the money willbe
passed when the Estimates come down,
we will lose no time in setting to work on
that very important matter. I donot think
hon, members wounld expect me, when I
have been speaking so strongly against
unauthorised expenditure, enter into
contracts to spend £39.000‘gvit.h01it the’
authority of Parliament. Of course I
honestly say that we desire to be assisted
and informed on this great question ; and
should the House say there is any-better
system than fencing, we ghall give every
weight and consideration to the sugges-
tion. If, on the otheihzmd, the House
says we are not to spefld anything, then,
though with a degree of regret, we ghould
submit to that decision. I can hardly
think that there was no policy in the
Speech when, in addition to the two para-

thenecessity for the amendment of the
Electoral Act, for the establishment of a
system of electoral rights, and fur the
abolition of plural voting. Now, these
gurely ure big constitutional principles.
The question of the abulition of plural
voting I fought for_in this _House
last year. T fought forffit in the Consti.
tution Bill when that was going through
committee, and the hon. wembers sitting
here that night were those who were most
violently opposed to that proposed altera-
tion. When the Bill came up for the
third reading we desired to recommit
it in order that the House might
reconsider its determioation. But no;
still the same strong opposition to that

- grjﬂ]s I have read, we find reference to

" progressive policy, the same ogposition

was made, and the proposal did not go
through. But whathappened ? Assoon
as the peneral electians were on, all the
Ministers—at any rije, two or three
of the M'mist.ers—wel:%in favour of the
abolition of plural voling. And then,
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when we advocate the abolition mnow,
we are told that we have filched their
policy. Before T leave the question
of rabbit policy, I am reminded by a
member that in 1897 a gentleman sitting
over t.herej then brought this matter
prominently’ hefore the Government by
resolution, and that it was my friend the
Treagurer (Hon. F. Illingworth} who
insisted on the resolulion being put and
not withdrawn, so that it might be on
record. Thatresolution was passed, affirm-
ing the necessity of dealing with the
question.§ The Minister for Lands of the
day, the "present member for Northam,
declared that this question would be
attended to without any delay :—* Steps.
have been taken to place in the hands of the
Stock Department the whole of the work
of dealing with the rabbit invasion,” he
said, “andiwe shall take active steps to
do whatevef is necessary, and to under-
take feocing if that he found desirable,
I want to assure hop. members of this,
that the Grovernment lave been. fully
aware of the danger for some time past,
and although it may be a question
whether rabbitsjare such a source of
danger to Westerh Australia ag they have
been in the Fastern colonies, still we feel
that no risk must be run in dealing with
this danger.”” All that is to be fopnd on
page 923 of the 1897 Hanserd. Ifamnot
going ‘to refer to that bLook an¥y more
to-night. Well, since 1897 to the present
day ig four years. That time ought to be
long enongh for most men to perform a
promise. However, it regts with us to do
what we possibly can. ]imust. thank the
hon. member for North¥Perth (Mr. R.
Speight) for the generous obsevvations he
made during his speech last night, and T
am delighted now to hail him as one of
the Government party.

Me. GrORGE: As a Lrother.

Tarx PREMIER: As an example which
I am surdlevery budding politician might
well folldw. ‘T'he speech of the hon.
member for Subiaco (Mr. Daglish) satis-
fied me that so long as he elects to remain
on my side of the House I have in him a
gentleman well versed in debate, and
quite capable not only of resisting t,he'
attacks of the other side, but of carrying
the war into the enemy’s camp if neces-
sary. The hon. member for Geraldton
(Mr. R. D. Hutchinson) spoke at some
length oo the question of the Midland
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Railway and the necessity for purchasing
that concesston. Well, 1 will not dis-
guise the fa.ciﬂtha.t when T sée my way
to purchase tBat property at a reason-
able figure, T shall be ouly too pleased
to clinch the bargain. But it ig, to my
mind, a qgnestion of price; and I have
refrained from mentioning the Midland
Railway in the Governor's Speech because
I did notgthink it was a matter which,
considering the delicacy of the negotia-
tions which will have to be entered into,
ought to find a place in the Speech. We
shall, of course, ‘keep our eyes in the
direction ‘of the Midland Railway. We
are aware that there iz a contract i
existence. The hon. member has been
good enough to suggest that the terms
of that contract should be observed on
both sides. With that sentiment I readily
agree; and I hope that it will be found
that the present Government are quite
ready to perform their part of the con-
tracigand to see that the other side shall
perform théirs. But the hon. member
might have hesitated before he blamed
this Administration for any errors in con-
nection with the Midland Railway. He
should rather have attacked his chief,
because it was during the administrgtion
of that gentleman and his colleagues}hat
this question cropped up; and it is tfere-
fore a question of the past, not exactly of
the present. We have had absolutely
nothing whatever to do with it up to the
present moment, but Ican promisethe hon.
member that we shall not lose sight of
the matter kund that we shall wateh with
great care flis very valuable suggestions.
I am glad the hon. member mentioned
the question of mining on private
property. That is a matter which he
said might have been referrcd to in the
Speech, and he regretted it was-omitted ;
but it was uselessfjto fill the Speech up
with suggestions “hich we know we
cannot carry out during this session of
Parliament. There are a great many
matters I referred to in-my speech at
Queen’s Hall which'I did not refer to

in the Governor’s Speech, because, as
1 have already sa.id,i;:f degire is to get

-

this session over as dquickly as pessible,
and proceed to wolk and learn my
business a8 an administrator. There is
abundant work before us for the next
twelve months. The last gentleman who
spoke was the member for the Murray
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(Mr. George), who, [ wasfglad to hear,
2aid he did not intend to § about the
bush, as I presume he means to say he
nged to do in the past, and it is his
desire to come off the *‘rail ” and let us
know, at any rate this little community
here, exactly wherdfhe is goiug to sit. I
congratulate myself on the hon. member’s
position, for now I kmow where heis, and
I shall know that when he attacks me I
shall be privileged to reply. [Mr.
(GteorGE: Hear, hear.] Hzi is a good
representative ' of the old Forrest party;
as good as any of them. I am perfectly
sure he will do eredit to the traditions of
that party. * '

Mr. Groree: I should not be sitting ‘

here if Forrest were here.

Tae PREMIER: I was rather
astonished, though, to hear him [speak
of the old Administration as corrupt; at
least he thought they were. It was very
strange to find him supporting an Admin-
istration which bore such an evil reputa-
tion. However, I wmay have taken a
wrong unote again—I may be accused of
doing it.

M=r. Georar: Iam not‘going to accuse
you.

Tae PREMIER: I did not say they
were corrupt. The hon. member seemed
to be rather annoyed with the member
for East Perth (Hon. W. H. James), but
this is not the first time. I have often
seen that occur in this House before. He
seemed fto think the member for East
Perth fhrew down a challenge, or, as he
termed it, waved the red rag ; and he told
us he should take up the challenge at any
time he thought fit; that he was going to
thoose the time. =

Mr. GeEorGE: 17

Tue PREMIER : That{fis what the
hon. mémber said, I think.¥ I appeal to
members to say if that is not what the
hon. member said. He said that was a
challenge he was not going to take up
now, but that he would take it up at any
time the Opposition thoughl‘ﬁt.; in other
words that the Opposition would choose
their own time. Onpe party can force a
fight on, sometimes. I wish to say that
when' T paid a certain compliment to the
member for Northam, the old Minister for
Lands (Hon. G, Throssell), in my speech
at Queen’s Hallfl meant what I said, and

Iam conscious of the gouod work which-

that hon. “meniber ~has always done
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for this country. I know his enerpy,
I know his application, I realise his
ability; and, as I say, when I paid
him the compliment 1 meant it. But
it §does not follow "that I meant that
cofpliment to extend beyond him, and
to embrace any other mwember on the
Opposition side of the Homse. We are
told that on this side of the House we
have said the farmers have not done their
duty. T do not remember t.ha,tgmd if it
was said, it is'an expression T opinion
which I by no means approve of. If
there is one class of persen for whom I
have great respect, it is the agrienlturist.
I like to see him prosperops, and though
I may not be at oue with@agriculturists
on every little point, yet I hope they will
realise that at any rate the Government
desire to- be fair to them. Wes will
encourage the settlenient of the land to-
the best of our ability; we will offer
facilities on the yailways for bringing
produce to'the doogof the consumer ;;and
we desire, above dil things, to see the
people on the goldfields in ¢loser touch
with their brethren on the coast. They
have matters in common. There is no
reason for antagonism between these two
bodies of people, and if there is anything
like an a,t.temp{to sow discord, it will not
be sown from this side of the House. [
can promise members that. Of course, [
could speak at far greater length, if it
were necessary; but fortunately I have
not had to reply to the criticisms of every-
body who would attempt to revd}ine in
pieces. I understand from the I¢dder of
the Opposition that there will be no
amendment to this Address proposed, and
I honestly tell the House I am sorry for it,
because 1 should like to bave known this
evening how Istand. I wantto know who
are t.h%rra,ight-out. Opposition, and who
are theé straight-out Government sup-
porters. 1 want to know whom T have
offended. and I want to know whom Tamto
attack at the propér moment, and from
whom I canexpectattack. The gooner T
know that, -the better I shall belbleased.
Inasmuch asitis not the intentior’ of mem-
bers to makeanattack upon meto-night, we
will see what we can do on some other
occasion. I am going to ask the House
to pass a Supply Bill to-morrow. We
have no money. We have given the
Trea.sur_y!uhest. a shake, and there is no
respongive rattle, and we cannot do work
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unless we have money. We ask you to
vote us a sufficient sum to carry us on
for the next three months. We say three
months, to be on the safe side, because
previous 1o the§end of that time no
doubt we shall be able to place both the
general Estimates and the Loan Estimates
before you. Although the Message from
the Gavernor suggests £1,000,000, I shall
gubmit readily to redyce that amount, if
the House itself t.hiuklkhe sum too large,
but T suggest we should have three
months’ supplies. I shall be satisfied
with two, if you think three months too
much. T am going to ask the House to
adjourn as soon as that Bill is passed,
taking care, of course, after consulting
the convenienceffof hon. mewmbers gene-
rully and the leader of the Opposition,
that any special motion which any
member desires to bring forward shall be
discussed. I do not desire to burk dis-
cosgion in any way. Do not think that,
becavse I am asking fgr supplies, directly
I have got supplies Igm going to urge
adjournment, or bave a prorogation.
Nothing of that kind at all. If mem-

bers like to go on for the next
fortnight or three weeks, I will
do so, but I admit that it will be

very inconvenient; absolutely incon-
venient. We have to be prepared for
the§royul visit, and if members think
somebody else than myself cught to vepre-
sent the State on that occasion, T will
readily give way to them. 1 can assure
members that whilst I occupy this
position I will discharge the duties which
are cast upon me; but if they desire to
turn me out and let someone else under-
take the work, I think this is the time to
do it. We shall adjourn then until about
the first week in August, when I shall
ask the Treasurer to he preparved if
possible with his Budget speech, and to
bring down forf your consideration the
annual EstimateS without any delay. At
the same time we should be prepared
with as much of formal Dbusiness as
possible, und after that, if we get our
Appropriation Bill, I should certainly
ask this House to cut the session short,
and allow us to get aboutfonr business;
and particularly” do T elarm this indul-
gence because, if the Ministry are to be
allowed to continue in office, I hope they
will be given every opportunity and time
for doing honest and good work. Wedo
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people. 'We dofnot want to do, as it
were, all the hald worlk, and somebody
else to come in and reap the benefit of
our labour. That is why I say that I
think, if members are going to chalienge

not want to pregare the way for other

us, they ought to challenge us at once. I
ask that inifairness. I ask that as man
to man. If you are going to turn me

out, for goodness sake get it over. T am
reminded that in addition to the Supply
Bill, T may have to ask you, gentlemen,
to pass a Loan Bill, if not within the next
fewldays, al any rate very early in August,
becduse, owing to our advices from Lon-
don, we want to be prepared to take
advantage of any change for the better in
the London market. There is nothing
new to tell you with regard to the neces-
sity for this Loan Bill. The} public
prints contain all the information; and
that which we on this side do not know,
vou gentlemen on that side can get from
your leaders. We have nothing up our
sleeve, so to speak, with regard to this
Loan Bill, but we do want t¢ be in a
positionflto go on to the loan market and
borrow as soon as possible. Before I sit
down there is one question of this finan-
cial policy that I want to speak upon,and
it is this. You know'we have a system of
borrowing herg through’ the medinm of
Treasury bills.iThereis a statute which,
when a Loan Bill is passed, enables the
Treasurer of the day to anticipate the
raising of that loan in the ordinary
course upon the London market by float-
ing Treasury bills ut short date. We
deprecate that system, and always did so,
and as soonfas possible when we have
raised sufficnt money to ensure the
completion of public works and to pay
off all the current Treasury bills, I shall
ask the House either to repeal that Act
or to amend it, s0 that the Treasurer of
the day cannot indulge his fancy in
“ﬂyi.ngikites.” I thank the House for
having Tistened to me. If I have bored
some people I do not regret it, because at
any rate I know that I have explained
as fully as possible the policy which I
intend to follow with. the assistance
of my colleagues as long} as we
are allowed to occupy this ¥ position.
Again I thank hon. members for listening
to me. I am more than pleased to find
myself leading so many as I do to-day.
I have never led so many before. I find
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there is not quite enongh, and if a polit&

invitation to the gentlemen who sit on
the other side of the House would induce
them to come over and suppert us, they
ghall have it either verbally or in writing.

Mzr. A, E. THOMAS (Dundas): Several
hou. members of this House have explained
their attitude and stated why thehave
taken the stand which they have, and
why they have, as I think, contrary in
gome instances to their election pledges,
taken u seat on the Opposition benches.
T also made statements to my constituents
and made several pledges, and I find in
reading through my pledges again that
the inust of those pledges are contained
in the Government policy. Therefore I
find that to be consistent with the atti.
tude I took up before my constituents I
had to take the place I do on the Guvern.
ment cross-benches in thig House. [ did
not take my place herefuntil [ heard
somewhat of the policy whieh cur Ministry
intended to lay before the country. T
may say I pledged myself to absolute
independence. I pledged myself that I
would not be bound te follow any party
or be a direct nomihee of one; and I
want toffsay that when the Government
introduce measures which are not in
accord with my views I shall then oppose
them, and if it be necessary to throw that
Government out, T should join with
others in throwing thermn out. I would
gay this much in regard to the Govern.
ment policy,fthat though mostly if is in
keeping with' my own, yet in my opinion
it does not go far enough. This I will
speak of later. As regards the proposed
legislation, I certainly think there is
radical reform needed in our electoral
laws. We want reform in regard to
theg conduct of elections, for in the
last’ election in my constituency, which
is # very large one, many voters had
not an opportunity of recording their
vote one way or the other, because had
there been polling - booths for places like
Eucla and others nearly as far east, we
would notfhave had the result of the
election reported till some months after.
I think we want to have the ballot-boxes
opened and the votes counted forthwith
at the various centres, and the result to
be wired through to the heaqd office, so as

fo give every voter in ourfvaricus eon-

stituencies an opportunity of declaring-
their views in regard to the
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who is selected to represent them. I am
pleased to find the Government in favour
of redistribution of seats. I also want to
see a redistribution of seats with a due
regard to the popular voice andfa due
regard also to every interest in the' State.
The member for the Murchison (Mr.
Nanson) spoke about land being locked
up in his district, and I must say I have
been with him in that matter, for in my
constituency a lot of good land is locked
upjin pastoral leases, and I would like to
sed that land. thrown open to selectors.
I think it can quite easily be done, and I
do not wish to see the men who hold
pastoral leases robbed, but the lessees
ghall receive fair and ample compensation
for the land takenjfrom them, and then
the land shall be given to selectors who
may have opportunity of taking it up, so
that we may have s population settled
on the land. I was pleased to hear from
the Premier that he intends to take
immediate steps in regard to the mbbit‘
question. This is a very sore point in
the constituency I represent; and when
I read the report of the Rabbit Commis-
sion on this question, recommending that
my constituency should be left out of
the area which is to be fenced against
rabbits, and proposing to run a fence
from} Mary Ann Harbour practically to
Perth, leaving unfenced all the land to
the east of that line, I felt that the
recommendations of that Commission
would not do justice to a large area of
occupied land that is “worth protecting
against the ravages of the rabbit pest.
There is somdjland in the neighbourhood
of Esperance Bay which is worth pro-
tecting, and no attempt has been made
to protect that land from the incursion
In 1897 this question of
rabbits was brought before this House,
and we then knew that the rabbits were
in thefcountry, although interested parties
said Phere were no rabhits. No steps
were then taken to cope with the diffi-
culty. I do not say whether a fence is
the best thing to keep out the rabbits;

" but if a fence is the best thing, then I

|

contend that a fence shouldJgo east as
far as possible, in order to pfotect most
of the land that s worth protecting. I
understand that the rabbits bave now got
a little east of Thomas River; and if se,
this would show that we should take the

candidate , fence as near to that as we‘ca.n safuly
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get, and to protect as much of the land !
in the Dundas constituency as we can,
because the people occupying land there
are enfitled to as wmuch consideration as
the farming population in other parts of
the State. We have good land in that
constituency, and although Ilha.ve been
asked why the land is not taken up if it
be good, I cannot imagine anyone being |
foolish enough to take up land in a place
where he can get no market for his pro-
duce, There is a little farming com-
munity round about Esperance Bay, and
I cﬂ.u‘a.ssure the House that last year
there were tons of produce burnt and a
great quantity fed to pigs because no

market was available to which the pro- |
duce could be sent, except the small !

market at Norseman. With regard to
mining, we agree it is a great asset,
and IRam sorry to find there is mo
specific Inention of the mining industry
in the Governor's Speech. We want
to give our prospectors every encourage-
ment, and I have formed an opimion
fromm the utterances of some Minis-
ters now in office that they intend to
bring in measures for the encouragemen
of prospectors and also to offer bonuses
for deeper sinking and for opening up
new ground. The Premier has told us
that he intends to bave a parliamentary
drafting staff, and (as one member
interjects) a good one at that. I say it
is about time, for after reading through
the Micving Acts and regulations I can
understand the necessity for a proper
parliamentary drafting staff, because
there are radical amendments needed in
almost every page of these Acts. I
hail with delight the statement of the
Premier that fruit will be allowed
to come, into this State; and uotwith-
standing@anything which can be said on
the Oppdsition side of the House, I may
say that anything which will tend to
cheapen the cost of living on our gold-
fields and induce a greater settlement of
the wives and families of miners on those
fields ought to be encouraged in everyt
way possible. That remark will apply
also to other foods. I do not anticipate
that removal of restrictions on the
imporfation of apples and pears will
greatly cheapen the cost to consumers
on the goldfields; therefore I would like
to see the Government do sometbing, if
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direct contact with the producer, and to
bave public markets in some form
established in the populous centres, so as
to prevent the middleman from robbing
the producer of a lot of his profit and
robbing the consumer by compelling him
to pay more than a reasonablqprice. I
take the opportunity of congratulating
the Commissioner of Railways on the
fair and firm attitude he has taken with
regard to the strike at Fremantle. 1
feel strongly on thiz point, for we have
had the Tabour organisations fighting all
through for the principle of concilintion
and arbitrationJand those members who
especially repredent Labour in this House
have taken a fair and reasonable course
in advising the wmen on the present
difficnlty ; the result being that those
men and the representatives of those
unions which have been asking so long
for conciliation and arbitration now say
theyd will not aeccept the fuir and
just” proposal submitted to them by
the Commissioner of Railways and
recommended for their adoption by the
Labour members in this House. I ain
gorry to find, and this is why T cannot in
fairness congratulate our Government,
that they do not intend proposingythe
construction of any new works or railways
this session. That practicelly means we
are going to hang wp the country for
some considerable time as regards new
works; and I say that in vespeck of
reproductive works, you have no right
to allow new works of & reproductive
characterjto lie idle’ one moment. I say
farther that if you make new railways,
and by that means bring in aun increased
revenue and promote an increase of trade,
it is our duty to undertake these works,
and this House has no right to hang
them up. I waot tofsee a railway
go ‘northward from Ieonora through
Morgans and Laverton and that way; I
want to see a railway go through the
Lawlers district; I want to see a railway
go from Esperance Bay to the goldfields,
and this is a line thpt must be made
sooner or later. I a,mhlaick and tired of
the way in which m# constituency has
been neglected in this matter. It has
been -said there is no port at Eeperance,
only an open roadstead ; Lut I would say
to members who talk in that way, it would
be advisable for, soine of them tofascer-
tain the nature of the ingpiries® lately
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made by the British naval authorities °

regarding the port of Esperance. I may
say broadly that L am a strong opponent
of the principle of centralisation which
has been followed too long in this
State. I want to see that every port in
Western Australia shall get the trade to
which its geographical position entitles it.
I am glad to note in that connection the
words of the member for Albany (Mr.
Gardiner), and I will back him up and
am sure he will back me up in anything
which will tend tofopen up and develop
the different ports %f Western Australia.
In that respect 1 feel sure of having
strong support from the members for
Bunbury and Geraldton as well; and I
may even go so far as to say I ought to
have the stroncr support of the Fremantle
members. | There is a minmmg district in
the constftuency which I represent, a
mining district which is being ruined for
lack of railway communication. T refer
to the Dundas goldfield and especially to
Norseman. We want a railway, badly
there, dnd several attempts have ‘been
madeto give us that railway. Ifshould
like to say here, in common fairness, that
many of those who are Opposition
members to-day were the ones who tried
to give ns that railway communication.
I must in all fairness say that. I want
to point out that a railway to Norseman
would open up big lummglll:'esourees
there. Only recently I have altnost been
compelled to ciose down a big mine
owing to the lack of facilities
for working in the district, which
means that I have almost had to turn
150 men away. The member for the
South-West Mining District (Mr. J.
Ewing) spokeflto us a little relative to
Collie and the Collie railway. I would
like to say that I want to see avery
industry in this country fostered and
every industry encouraged. I want to
see the farming industry go ahead,
because I represent in this House both
farming aud mining §riterests in my con-
stituency. I want aiso to see the great
gold-mining industry of the comntry go
ahead, and 1 want to see proper means
of communication and transit granted to
tha Collie coalfield.

A Memser: How about the pastoral
industry ¥

Mr. THOMAS: To the pastoral in-
dustry, to everyruduatry in the State.
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But I certainly maiutain that the means
of communication which is asked for on
behalf of Collie, namely a railway to
Narrogin and thence on to Kellerberrin,
is not the proper means of communica-
tion to be set up between the coalfields
and the goldfields. I ha.vehta,keu the
trouble to work ont some figures in con-
nection with this matter, and I trust that
the House will not be wearied if I give
gsome of them. Tt has been stated
repeatedly that there is now a very
limited supply of timber on the fields.
However, Mr. Kelso,lthe forest ranger,
sfter making o very careful estimate
and “going into detailed figures in
connection  therewith, considers there is
from 12 to 14 yeurs’ supply of wood
thera. It has been stated that we ¢ught
not to cut that timber for fuel, but ought
to conserve ifffor mining timber. T sent
a wire to one of the big mines in
Kalgoorlie in order to find out what
ratio there was Letween the fuel used by
the mines and the mining timber used by
thern ; and I received a reply stating that
during the month of Ma;ia?oo tons of
firewood was consumed, wifile the amount
of mining timber wag 27 tons. If we
have a twelve years’ supply of fuel, I
leave hon. members to judge for them-
selves how lasting » supply we have of
minipg thonber. There i3 no question
thatfeooner or later we shall have to get
coal "to the fields in order to run our
mines. At present the coal is being
brought through East Perth to the
fields—the little that does go up there.
Collie to East Perth is 123 miles, East
Perth teo Ka,lgoorhi}s 374 miles, thence
to the mines 3 milts; total, 500 miles,
I have left out of consideration the
proposed new extension of the railway to
the centre of the fields—I think it is
proposed to extend the railway five or
six miles. From Collidto Narrogin is
68 wmiles, Narrogin to Kellerberrin 93
miles, Kellerberrin to_ Kalgoorlie 242-
miles, thence to the mines 3 miles, and
allowing for the line not running in a
straight liné 10 miles, making a total of
416 miles. Now I ma,mtami-;ith all due
serigusness, that the proper®way to get
Collie coal to the goldfields of Western
Australia is by Esperance Bay.

A MeumBER: Nonsense !

Me. THOMAS: I am glad the hon.
member takes the trouble to interjest



148 Address-in-Reply :
*nongense.” T have worked out some |
figures in this connection. The Commis-
sionerfof Railwavs will, I think, bear me
out when I state that the department is
losing money on the South-\WVestern
Railway for every ton of-coal carried, and
every increase of coal carried over the
present line means piling up the agony
and losing more and more. It appears‘
to me that the remedy for a state of
affairs like that existing, is the construc-
tion of a direct line between Collie and
Bunburv: Now, o’ direct line between
Collie and Bunbury would be between 29
and 30 milrs—I have estimated 32,; and

the cost offhauling at a halfpenny a ton.
per ile is¥1s. 4d. "I think 1t the present
time the coal is being carried from Collie
round by Brunswick into Bunbury for
1s. 9d. From Bunbury to Esperance Bay
I estimate the cost at 3s. 6d.

A MeusBER : Ridiculous!

M=r. THOMAS: I see some members
rather object to that, but I base my
estimates on the best of authority. If a
coal trade is going to be opened up with
the goldfields, you will find that the col-
lieries will have their own steamers or-
their ownjsailing vessels, or whatever
means of tlansport may be adopted. An
estimate was made by oune of the highest
authorities in Western Australia for the
carriage of coal from Bunbury to Fre-
mantle, allowing for delays to steamers
and everything else; and that estimate was
that it could be done forf2s. 6d. to 3s. a
ton at the outside. Theréfore I aintain
that. for a traffic of this sort, to be built
up by collieries having steamers runnin
on their own ‘behalf, a freight of 8a. 6d.
a ton is ample to allow. © C

Mr. Tegspane Swmrre:JIt would not
pay for the cost of handlinfy. -

Mzr. THOMAS: There is the loading
from the steamer into the truck on the
wharf; 1s. 3d. That also is an estimate
-based on very high authority. From
Esperance Bay -to the mines is 234 miles;
carriagefat a halfpenny per ton per mile
would be 9s. 9d. This makes a total of
15s. 10d. As the railways now are,
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| beg to resume my seat.

500 miles, the hanlage would come to
£1 0s. 10d.; avhile for the new line it
would perhapdfcost 17s. 6d.  You have a |
difference thu# of 1s. 84., which you may |
add if you will to the 3s. 6d. for which |
you say the coal could not be carried Ly
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still have an equalityfbetween the two.

Mge. Teespare Smite: What about
wharfage? That is 3s.

Me. THOMAS: I am giving my
estimate.

A Mewmzr: It is ridiculous! Your
ficures are absurd. .

Mzr. THOMAS: They are pot absurd.
The estimate I have given of 2u. 6d. to
3s. perf ton from Bunbury to Fremantle
is an edtimate made by one of our leading
shipping men in Fremantle.

Mr. Teespate Smrra: [t won't pay
for the handling.

Mz. THOMAS: I do not know abont
that. I was given an estimate of
carriage between Bunbury and Adolaide
at 7s]6d. per ton; and oun that basis I
certainly maintain that 3s. 6d. is plenty
to allow for the collieries running their
own steamers.

A MEmBER: You keep to cattle,

Avoraer MempER: You keep to ticks.

A Tairp MemBER: Keep yourtemper.

Mr. THOMAS: T never losd my
temper. The saving of 1s. 8d. per ton
by that line would mean a saving of
£25,000 per annum to the Kalgoorlie
district alone. These figures are the
result of careful preparation, and I would
be glad to have them refuted. Ifshall
open a nice theme for argument, if"1 do
nothing else, by producing the figures on
the floor of the House. 1 think I bave
wearied hon. members sufficiently, and ,1
I am pleased
that an hon. member has just referred to
something which§I have here, becanse I
should not like t& have sat down without
mentioning it. I go so Ear as to say that
if the Government have not, sufficient
money to carry out urgent reproductive
publi¢ works such as railways, we aremot
poing-to have these works hung uply I
for one would not be u party to that.
I would say, let private enterprise step in
and constroct railways. T have not been
converted by the member for Perth (Mr.
F. Wilson), since my arrival here. I
was returned by wmy constitignts to
uphold & principle; but Whilei]I am
as strongly opposed as a mdn can

sea. I maintain i;!jcould. Thed you

. be to private enterprise being allowed

to hold main trunk lines or to construct
main public works, yet I would allow
private enterprize to construct as many

, feeders ay it likes to Government trunk
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lines, or to do anything which would"
bring revenue to railways and worke
owned by the Government. I would also
say that if we have to hany up indefinitely
our trunk.lines for lack of funds, then
we ought to allow private enterprise to .|
step in and "wmake them. T would fix

the price af which the Governmeut%ould '
purchase al any" time; I would fix

maximum rates for goods and passengers ;
and I would fix the quantity of rolling-
stock per mile. Fuorther, I would have
no land grants, In that case there can
be no evil in lines being constructed or
run by private enterprise, becausefyou
have the public interests safeguarded in
every particular in which they can be
safeguarded.  Offers have been made
before in this country for the construction
of reilways; and if I have not been
seriously misinformed, an offer was made
for the construction of a private railway
from Menzies tojthe mines north of that °
town. If railways had been constructed
when the offer to construet them was
made years ago, the country would have
owned those railways by this time in
return for not a penny-piece. Private
enterprise is not going to construct rail-
ways for nothing; of coursefprivate
individuals propose to make mdney out
of them; but if a community pay £10
per tun for cartage, and can get carriage at
£3 or £4 per ton through the building of
# line bv,r puva,te enterprise, then that com-
munity is saving a lot of money ;fnd the
owners of the line are making 10ney,
most  cerlainly. At the end of the
time of the concession you will find the
result will be that the owners of the pri-
vate railway will have made, if you will,
a good deal of moiy ; the community

-

which they serve wilihave saved a lot of
money ; and the countty will have obtained
a raillway for nothing. Looking at these
facts, I cannot but urge that if we are
not able to construct our public works
and railways from public funds, that
if mno funds are available, instead
of hanging up‘ the development of
our country for an indefinite time we
should allow private enterprise to come
in and construct thuse works. At the
same time we should safepuard every
possible interest of the public. T would
like to reafirm that I am in this House
as an independent member, andythat 1
was returned as such. T will support
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the Ministry so long as thev bring in
liberal legislation which is in keeping
with my own policy and the policy which
I was returned to endeavour to curry out;
I will give them a curdial support as long
as theyQbring in such legislation as is
good for the conntry as a whole; but if
I see them introduce any legislation
which T think is not in the best interests
of Western Australia, T shall still retain
my independence and I shall be one of
the first to say to them\R* Get out, and
let us have some better men in your
lace.”

Mgp. YELVERTON (Sussex): I, in
common with many other wmembers on
this side of the House, desire to place on
record my deep sense of the loss sustained
by this Honse and the country by the
death of fthe late member for West
Kimberiey (Mr. A. Forrest). Not only
do I regret his death because of the
irreparable loss to those nearest and
dearest to him, but a,lso because I know
that by his death we have lost one of
those whom we could ill spare; one wh
by his energy, his kien business instinets,
and by his great and generous heart, was
so much needed in a couniry like this.
Referring to the policy enunciated by the
Government in the speech of His Excel-
lency, and in the speech delivereg by the
Premier in Queen’s Hall, I may}§say that
generally I am in favour of that policy,
but I regret very much that in my opinion
it does not go sufficiently far. Thereis a
certain amount of new material in the
Speech, and a wish to render the (rovern-
ment sgmewhat in accord with members
on thl%ld&' of the Honse, which, perhaps,
is not altogether desirable. I entered this
House ag an independent member, and [
desire at present to maintain that attitude.
I make ho apology because I am sitfing
ot this side of the House. I sit here
because it suits me best toisit here, and
becanse in doing so I am™carrying out
those promises I wmade during my electoral
tour. Further, I feel myself more at
liberty to, if I choose, even support the
present Government, or betfer still to
criticise their actions. At the time of my
election I hadRa very friendly feeling
towards the Goverumeut, and I still have
it, but that feeling on my part, and I
believe alsd on the part of others on this
side of the House, was somewhat strained
when I heard the speeches made by the
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mepber for Boulder (Mr. Hopkins),

andfthe member for the Murchison (Mr.

Nanson). Perhaps I am taking too

much opon myself in saving so, but [
think it would be as well for the Premier

to advise those who on his side of the

House, like myselt on thig side, are

somewhat new to public life}to refrain

from delivering speeches such as these

which were made veflecting upon the

intellect and motives of members sitting

on this side of the House.

A MemseR: I did net include you in
that category.

Mr. YELVERTON: I am glad to
learn by the speech of His Excellency a.nd'
the remarks of the Premier this evening
that we are to have economy in the
finances of the country and in adminis-
tration. I think economy is seriously
needed in the finances of this country,
and that better administration is also
wanted. I hope the pledges made by the
Premier will§be carried out, but that
economy will "not be carried too far, I
hope that not only will public works
promised by the late Adwministration be
carried ou$, but also that everything
necessary in regard ta public works in
the future will, with,due economy, be
effected. I regret tofnotice from the
Speech, though pessibly it was necessary,
we are to have no new railways for a
very long time to come. It strikes me
that in & country where no new railways
are to be constructed, there is a lack of
progress which should not exist, and I
also regret to learn from the speech made
by the Minister for Mines (Hon. H.
Gregory) the other day ut Greenbusbes,
that though the Government intend to
construct no new railways, they are like-
wise determined to oppase private enter-
prise in the construction of railways or
other necessary public works. Notwith-
standingy the errors made in the past
with regatd to private enterprise in the
construction of railways in this country,
it is possible to have railways constructed
by private enterprise and to safeguard
the interests of this conntry.

A Meuser: It has not been done in
the past. :

Mg, YELVERTON : One who!is not
here now, I regret to say, but who was
gitting here earlier in the evening, a man
who has had a wide experience in railway
management, told ine he felt sure that in
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a short time, in one day in fact, he could
draw up an agreement whichfwould safe-
guard every interest of this® country in
connection with private enterprise in the
construction of railways. I referred to
the speech made by the Minister for Mines
at Greenbushes. 1 must likewise refer
to a speech made by the Colonial
Treasurer (Hon. F. Illingworth) ouly a
few days agofin conunection with the Mid-
land Railway~ This gentleman said the
Government proposed, or he proposed,
that the Midland Railway should be
taken over at an enormous sum, or that
negotiations should be made to take it
over. I Dbelieve the amount mentioned
was £300,000 01'!39400,000 in excess of
the sum for which we know it has been
previously offered to the Government.
I regret to think it should be deemed
necessary at this stage of the affairs of
the country to give a higher price for
that railwayfthan that at which it has
been previously offered. In regard to
existing lings of this country, I am glad
to learn that at last we are going to get
new rolling-stock. TFor many years it
has been promised us._ For the last three
or four years has gonejforth the cry from
the people of this country, especially
those engaged in developing the indus-
tries of the Stute, that more rolling-stock
was needed, and yet for all those years
we have been wanting it. It has been
promised to us repeatedly, and it has
never been given. §1do not care by whom
the rolling -stock now on order was
ordered ; whether it was by the late
Administration or by the present Admin-
istration. All I hope is that now we have
definite information that the order has
gone forth, it will be filled, and sufficiently
filled to thoroughlyfequip the railways of
this country. Iregrettonoticethatnothing
has been said in the Speech with reference
to the better management of our railways,
Nothing has been said in it with regard
to the appointment of a paid Commis-
sioner, a mgn of wide experience, to
manage theka.ilwa,ys for us. I think
possibly we have a man in our midst
who could fill the position, a man of wide
experience, placed there totally apart from
political influence. My firm conviction is
that the railways of this tountry arc not
managed in the best possible manner, T
trus!gtha.t our friend the Minister who
has fiow bieen appointed y&‘\r be able to
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do something in that direction, but T
maintain that while the head of that great
spending department is liable to political
influence, we shall never get the results
that we should obtain. I am glad, how-
everJto notice that the present Govern-
ment’ has in a certain direction made a
departure with regard to railways. They
have separated the positions of Commis-
sioner of Railways and Director of Public
Works. 'I think that was very necessary
indeed, because I never could believe that
one man could properly fill§both those
positions. I have also learnt that the
lean moneys for the construction of new
railways, or for the equipment of rail-
ways, will be placed, not under the
direction of the General Manager of Rail-
ways, but indirectly under the direction
of the Minister for Works, and by his
a.uthoritﬁund‘er that of the Engineer-
in-Chief.

How. F. H. Piesse: The construction
of new railways has always been under the
divection of the Engineer-in-Chief, and
only additions and repairs to existing
lines have been carried out by the Rail-
way Departiment.

Mg, YELVERTON: [ am glad to
learnfthat this has been done, for I think
that 1t was very necessary indeed. I hope
a further departure will be made in con-
nection with the railways of this country
by the present Government, and that 1t
will no longer be said of us that the
auditing of the accounts offthe railways
is dealt with by an officer under the
geveral manager of those railways. I
think an audit of these accounts should
be made, as all other accounts are, under
the direction of the Aunditor General. I
hail with pleasure the information that &
public works board is to beffappointed.
Throughout the length and Dreadth of
this land we have evidence of the need
of the appointment of such a board.
Wherever vou ‘go you may find that
money has been spent upon unnecessary
public buildings, upon roads and bridges.
either uunecgssary or placed in the wrong
position ; ordams for the conservation of
water on the' top of hills or where there
was no catchment area. These works cest
enormous sums, indeed, which probably
would bave been saved if we had then
had the benefit of a puhblic works board.
I hope another departure will be made
by'.he Government in regard to public
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works, namely, that the whole of the
public works, as far as possible, will
not be carried out departmentally. I
should like to see these public works
carried out, as far as possible, by con.
tract, so that not only may the Gov-
ernmeunt of this‘country save -toney,
but the works be carried out efficiently.
I am sure that this working by day
labour in large public works is an utter
mistake, and for my part T should give
men with the energy and euterprise, and
the ‘means at hand to carry out such
WOrks,iI‘:lll opportunity of tendering for
them. Tam in favour of the redistribution
of seats aud electoral reform, but I.
deprecate tinkering continually with the
constitution of this country, and while I.
am in favour of those meusures, I think
there 18 no great need tp hurry over
them. Witliregard to electoral reform,
the present eltctoral law is not altogether
a bad one, and if peuvple fail to record
their votes, if they neglect to have their
naes placed upon the electoral rolls, it is
in a great measure their own fault. Still, I
would endeavour to help thelpeople even
to avoid that fault, giving them greater
facilities by granting what are lermed
electorul rights. T notice in the Speech
it is proposed to introduce this measure,
and I hope and trust it will be done.
Even the police have had to be put on
the electoral rollsybut if the people will
not take the troulfle themselves, I fail to
see how you are going to better the con-
dition of things which exists under the
present system. I notice the Govern-
ment say in the Speech—not perhaps
exactly in the words T shall use—that
they desirejto place the people of the
coast and the goldfields in closer touch;
in fact it is said there is a kindly feeling
on the part of the present Government
towards the coastal districts, and especi-
ally towards the agricultural districts; I
might almost sgy the South-Western
districts. I tru:&.ud believe that this is
the case, but I cannot help remmemberin,

the utterances generally of the leading
members of the Government in the past
with regard to the Souith-Western dis-
tricts. -Before they tock office they showed
very little of this kindly feeling which
they now desire to express towards{those
districts, and thai is one of the reasons
why I am sitting on this side of the House.
I desire to see some proof of that kindly
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feeling from the Government bhenches. '
I may say for myself that when I do see
that proof, it will be heartily reciprocate

by me and the people I represent; hut !
not ouly is 1t in their utterances in the
past but by their recent actions they have
not yet proved that kindly feeling on
their part. First, with regard to remov-
ing the prohibition from the importation
of fruit, I do not think§that is a very
kindly action towards the people in dis-
tricts where the producers have invested
large sums in laying down orchards and
endeavouring to provide fruit for this
country. I have heard it said that it
will be years before the local prodyction
will overtake the demband; but Ilhawe
been considerably through those districts
in the South-West, and I am not of that
opinion, for I believe in a year or two the
production will overtake the demand.
This I have also heard, and I helieve it
is true, that the Government intend to
depart from t.he'course pursued by the
late Admimstration and particularly ihe
late Premier, that is in regard to the
purchase of laryge estates for cutting up
and promoting settlement on the land.
I konow there are large estates of good
value in suitable positions, a good quality
of land, that can beﬁpurchased and cut
up for enabling small'farmers to settleon
the soil. I bave heard that some of the
richest land in this country, in the South-
West district, has been offered to the
Government, for this porpose; and I
believe the angwer was that the Govern-
ment did no':iequire to buy more land,
as they have plenty of Crowan land avail-
able for settlement. When I heard this
was the answer they gave, and knowing
as T did how great a benefit it would
be to those districts if that particular
estate could be purchased and cut up
for§settlement, I regretted very wmuch,
because I am convinced this operation
would result in a large profit to the
State, as has been the case in some
other instances; therefore, I think it
was a mistake for the Minister for
Lands to say he would not agree to that
proposal.} I also notive that notwith.
standing the kindly feeling which the
present Ministers profess towards the
agriculturists, nothing is said in the |
Governor’s Speech in regard to the estab-
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i would like to hav

lishment of agricultural colleges and
experimental farms. If the Government
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are in earnest with regard to this kindly
feeling, something should havq been pro-
posed in that direction. Somdthing also
should have been said by themm with
regard to extending the scope of the
Agricultural Bank, which has been of great
assistance to many struggling farmers;
for T am convinced that if its scope and
powers were extended it would be offstill
greater benefit to many people who seitle
on the land. I should like to see, as
another instance of this kindly feeling,
something proposed with regard to the
clearing of land prior to its sale for
settlement, so that greater good may be
done by enabling occupiers to begin culti-
vationgpt once; and I am satisfied that if
land were cléared on a large scale and
with proper appliances, it could be done
at a cheaper cost by the Government than
in any other way ; and if sold on deferred
payment, this systeny would be of great
assistance indeed tgl people settling on
the land. I am glad to notice that a -
Factories Bill is to be introduced, and
I believe 1t is much needed, espe-
cially by those engaged in dangerous
occupations and in connection with
machinery., I was pleased to hear
the Premier in a recent speech say he
wasd in favour of adhering to the
slidiig scale, for I think if we attempted
to depart from the sliding scale it would
be a great mistake on our part, as it was
on a promise that the sliding scale should
continne that we entered into the Federal
Commonwealth, and welghould adhere to
that promise. With regard to the rabbit
question, I have felt for some four or five
years that this matter was being neglected,
almost criminally, by the lateGovernment.
Some years ago, when Mr. Burveyor
Mason was sent out to make an inspection
with regard to theiincursibn of rabbits,
we had ample proot then that there were
rabbits in the country; and if there had
been an outlay then of some £10,000 or
£20,0001in putting up a rabbit-proof fence,
we would now be inajposition to cope
with this pest, wheréas hundreds of
thousands of pounds may now have to be
expended to attain the same end. L am
glad to hear from the Premier this even-
g that he intends to proceed with
endeavouring to fgnce out this pest. I
jhenrd that, not only
was it his intention, but (as was indicated
by a question put in the Honse the vther
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evening) I hoped he intended to spend
some lttle money in endeavouring to
ascertain whether it is possible by some
scientific. weans to do away with this
pest. §If it is possible, as we know it is
possible in the case of the bubonic
plague which can be spread by rats, it
may also be possible to’ spread by .infec.
tion sowme disease among the rabbits
which will get rid of the pest, without
going to an enormous expense infputting
up what is called a rabbit-proot fence.
I also notice no reference 18 made in
the Speech as to the intention of the
Government to establish Circuit Courts
throughout the State. These Courts
would relieve magistrates considerably
from great responsibility, and be a satis-
faction to litigants. 1 amfielad to learn
there is to be a consolidatidn and simpli-
fication of the laws of the State, and that
is a reform greatly needed. In speeches
made by the late Attorney General, it
was brought to cur minds there was great
need for law reform. -Referring to the
difficelty withfregard to the labour ques-
tion arising out of the strike at Fremautle
I am glad to notice the firm stand that
has been takén by thes Commissioner of
RailWays. No one desires more than I
do to give the Government ainple means
to ascertain which is the right course, so
as to ensure to the workers a fair day's
wage for a fair day’'s work, and duly
protect the interests of the whole of the
comumunity. But when it was stated that
the Commissioner must give in to these
wen by conceding exacgly what they
require, and that they willnot consent to
have a board of conciliation and arbi-
tration in this matter, then I say these
men deserve no support from any member
of this House; and I am delighted to
note the part taken by the so-called
Labour party in this House. I trust the
Commissioner of fRailways will receive
not only the support of the Labour
members, but the support of every
member in this House. I thank hon.
members, and you (Mr. Speaker), for the
patient hearing given me on this my first
attempt to speak_in this House; and I
trust that in theffuture wny utterances
may be of some Lenefit to the constituency
I represent, and to the State generally.
I thank you.

Mr. T. HAYWARD (Bunbury): Ttis
my intention to confine my remarks
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principally to one paragraph of the
Governor's Speech, and that is in reference
to immigration and set.t.lemen’n the soil.
As an employer of labour for¥something
like forty years, I never experienced
difficulty in obtaining the Jlabour I
required until within the last year or
two, Inmy district agricultural labourera
are not to be procured alL any price. I
know that employers bave been offering
fronf.£1 to 30s. a week with board and
lodgihg for agricultural labourers, and yet
cannot get the labour they require, and
in econsequence 2 large area of land that
otherwise would have been planted with
corn this season will be left idle. This
applies in a greaterflegree to the dairying
industry, for in my district at the present
time there iz not half the amount of
butter made that was made there 20
years ago, and the reasoa is that it is
mmpossible for those living op a farm to
find time to milk the cowsRand labour
cannot be obtained. The owner of one of
the finest herds of cows in the South-
West district, who had not only one of
the best farms but also every appliance
necegsary for the dairying business,
hag found such great difficulty in pro-
curing labour that he has had}to
abandon the dairying business; and at
present there 18 mot a pound of butter
made on that farm. The cows have
had to bLe sold off, and the land is
depastured with sheep. That is the case
also on other farms in my _district. The
member for Subinco (Mr.§Daglish) said
he was opposed to the mpdrtation of any
but British labour. I have done my best
to get farm labourers to come out from
England, particularly last year, but I
did not succeed; and if hon. members
will make inquiry as 1 did with regard
to farm labonjin England, they will find
there is nearly as much difficulty in
getting labour to work the land in
England asin this country. The member
for East Perth (Hon. W. H.- James)
somewhat anticipatéd my remarks as to
the means of providing labgur. I am
under the impression that@our only
chance is to get, as he said, Scandinavian
labour, and I think we should get
German labour as well.

A Memeer: What do you think of
the Boers ?

Mr. HAYWARD : I would also go to
Holland for labour. I have had some
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andfl musk say those people make very
gooll settlérs. ~ As members are aware, in
Denmark and Sweden in particular there
is more butfer made in proportion to the
inhabitants than in any other part of the
world. T would also point out that
Danish butter is fetching the highest
prlctm the English market. I think the
only remedy for this state of things would
be, if it were possible, to setfle such
families on the soil ; to give them every
facility for acquiring a fair amount of
land, so that they can grow food for their
cows; and tofestablish creameries and
butter factories, to which theycould supply
their produce in large or small quantities.
A reference was made by the member for
Sussex (Mr. H. J. Yelverten) to the
proposed purchdse of the Stirling Estate.
Neediess to say it hasgheen reported that
the Minister for Landsghas decided not to
purchase this estate, although it has been
offored to the Government at a fuir price,
on the ground that the Government
already possess plenty of land of their
own. That is correct; but the land owned
by the Government is of such an inferior
quality that toja great extent it"is not
worth fencing, and certainly not worth
cultivating ; and at the present time that
is about the only piece of land available
for settlement in that district. I regret
very much that it hag been decided not to
buy the estate. I believe the Commissioner|
himself examined the land. TIn conclusion
I may say theve appears to e to be a
disposition on the other side of the House
to dictate to those on this side where they
should sit. I do not think that is proper,
I, for my part, shall not accept dictation
as to where I shall sit. I intend to carry
out all the pledges T have given during my
electioneering campaign, and I intend to
sit here and to do my duty to the best of
my ability for the whole Biate, and also
for my own djstrict.

equizence in employing German labour,

—

[COUNCILL.]

On motiongby Mr. Warraog, debate
adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT. '

On motion by the PreEMIER, the House
adjourned at 10-31 o’clock until the next
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l for Lands :

Applea Importation,

Legislatibe Couneil,
Thursday, 40h July, 1901,

Papers presented —Question, Camels Importation —
Question, Apples Importut:on and Restriction—
uestion, Census Returns — Papers: School of
ines, to establish -- Popers: I.quor So}ﬂ to
Nnt:ven, Conviction at Bridgetown— Mail
Services, Espernnce—Motion: Roynl Visit, nmlwny
Fores, debate resumed—Address-in.reply, fourth
dny, ndopted—Adjournment.

TuE PRESIDENT took the Chair at
430 o'clock, p.m.

PrAYERS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the MrvistEr ForR Lanps (Hou.
C. Sommers) : 1, Report of the Depart-
ment of Land Titles; z, Report on Gaols
and Prisoners; 3, Reserves under the
Permanent Reserves Act, 63 Vict., No.
24; 4, Regulations under * The Stock
Diseases Act. 1895”; 5, Regulations
under “The Tand Act, 1898”; 6, By-
laws under “The Roads Act, 1888,
“The Cemeteries Act, 1897, and *““he
Land Act, 1898” ; 7, Documents re Kurra-
wang Wood Syndicate.

QUESTION—CAMELS IMPORTATION.

Hon. R. 8. HAYNES asked the
Minister for Lends: 1, How many
applications have been made to the Gov-
ernment from the 1st January, 1900, up
to the present time, for leave to import
camels. 2, The name or names of the
applicant or applicants. 3, The date or
respective dates. 4, What was the
reason for prohibiting the importation of
camels into the BState. 5, Does the
reason still exist,

Tuae MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
C. Sommers) replied:—1. Four; zand 3,
Faiz Mahomet, 3cd October, 1900,
AUSN. Co, 14th January, 1901,
Abbebullal and Raszaul, 19th February,
1901, 8, D. L. George, 25th February,
1901; 4, Camels were prohibited from
coming to Western Australia from Asiatic
ports on account of glanders, foot and
mouth, and other diseases; s, Yes.

QUESTION—APPLES IMPORTATION
AND RESTRICTION.

How. G. RANDELL asked the Minister
If the experts of his depart-
ment have reported on the question of



