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Xegislatib'c _55rnmbIM,
Wednesday, 3rd July, t9O1.

Papers presented - Question: Kalgoorlie-Xambsllie
Railway, Duplication - Question: Tick-infested
Cattle, Northern Territory-- Question: Rabbit, Act,
Psteur Institute - Question; Point Sampson,
Expenditur-e -- Question: Contingents in South
Africa. Casualties and IllufssF- IPestion : Dry D~ock
atlreiuantle, Coustruotion-Ad res-in-reply. tird
day of debato-Adjornment.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 410
o'clock1 p.m.

PRAYERS.

PAPERS PR.ESENTED.

By the PRtEMIER: i," Annual report of
Department of Land Titles; z, Reserves
classified as ', B "1 under Permanent
Reserves Act; .3, Stock Diseases Act
Regulations; 4, Land Act Regulations;
5, By-laws tinder Roads Act, Cemeteries
Act, and Laud Act.

BY the COLONIAL SECRETARY: Regu-
lations under Industrial Conciliation and
Arbitration Act.

Ordered to lie on the table.

QUESTION- RALGOORLIE-KA MA1LLIE
RAILWAY, DUPLICATION.

MR. W. J. GEORGE asked the Pre-
mier, in the absence of the Commissioner
of Railways: -i, The cost to date of the
duplication of the Kalgoi ruie to Kamballie
railway, including fencing, station build-
ings, etc. 2, What had been the financial
result of the adoption of the barrier
system on the before-named railway.

TunR PREMIER replied :-i, The
amount expended to date is £37,011 Os.
9d. 2, The barrier system has only
been introduced at Hannans Street and
Kalaroo, two out of the five Stations on tbe
Boulder line, and the information desired
is therefore not available.

QUESTION-TICK-INFESTED CATTLE,
NORTHLERN TERRITORY,

Mn. HARPER asked the Attorney
General what steps the Government pro'
posed to take to prevvent cattle from the
tick-infested districts of the Northern
Territory from being driven into the tick-
free districts of this State, after the
Federal Tariff Act comes into force.

Tnn ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
G. Leake) replied :-The matter had not
yet been considered, but inquiries would
he made.

QUESTION-RABBIT ACT, PASTEUR
INSTITUTE.

DR. HICKS ask-ed the Premier, If
communications had already been estab-
lished with the Pasteur Institute in Paris
with a, view of obtaining information
and, if necessary, scuring the services of
an expert to deal with the rabbit pest on
scientific lines.

TH:E PREMIER replied :-No.

QUESTION-POINT SAMPSON,
EXPENDITURE.

DR. HICKS asked the Premier: i
What steps are being taken to make
Point Sampson an efficient port. 2, What
money has to date been spent on this
project.. 3, If there has been any reap-
propriation of any portion of the sum of
£12,000 voted by Parliament for this
purpose.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied :-i, Borings have been made to
determine nature of the bottom, and
plans for a stock jetty are nearing com-
pletion. Trial bores to test for best sites
for water supply have also been put
down, and both fresh and stock water
have been struck. z, A sum of £301;
made up of £176 on boring for jetty
foundations, and £125 on boring for
water. 3, No.

QUESTION-CONTING3ENTS IN SOUTH1
AFRICA, CASUALTIES AND ILLNESS,

RoyN. F. 1-1. 1'IESSIE asked the Pre-
mier, What steps were being taken by the
Government to have prompt information
sent to the State from South Mfrica as
to the casualties which may befall our
troops there, and also as to serious cases
of illness.

THE PREMIER replied -A cable has
been sent to the Governor of Cape Colony,
of which the following is the text, dated
1st July, 1901:-" Complaints are being
made that no information of West Aus-
tralians who are killed, sick, or wounded
is being received. Instances are quoted
where first news of death was received
by letter. Shall be obliged if you will
inquire into the matter with view to
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altering alleged state of things." No
reply has yet been received to this cable.

QUESTION-DRY DOCK AT FREMANTLE,
CONSTRUCTION.

ME. F. WILSON asked the Minister
for Works, Whether it was the intention
of the Government to commence the con-
struction of a Dry Dock at Frenmantle at
an early date. If not, would private
enterprise be permitted to undertake the
work?

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS
replied:-The bulk of the funds originally
voted for this purpose having been reap-
propriated, the Government intended to
reinstate them in the next Loan Bill.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY TO OPENTNG
SPEECH.

THIRD DAY OF DEBATE.

Debate resumed from the previous day,
on the motion for adoption of the Address-
in-reply.

Ma. 3. EWING (South-West Mining):
I do not think I should have risen to
make any speech on the Address-in-reply'
had not innuendos been cast by mnembhers
on the other side of the House as to the
position which I occupy in my seat on
the cross Opposition bench. I do not at
this stage intend to offer any explanation
beyond that contained in the few words
that I shall have the honour of address-
ing to this House. But I will say, in
passing, that I, as a member r-eturned by
a very large and very important con-
stituency, refuse to taike the, slightest
notice of newspaper innuendos or of any
inuendos thrown from the other side of
the Rouse, challenging my position here.
I say, farther, that I am prepared to
take the responsibility of my actions, and
to let others deal with mue in the future
if I cannot do right. So far as the
policy of the Government is concerned, it
is practically the policy which I advocated
at the general elections.

A MEMBER: Walk over to this side,
then.

MR. EWING: No; I wilt do nothing
of the kind at the present time. So far
as the policy is concerned, I will say that
there is very little in it. I assure you
that had the Ministry taken the speeches
I delivered and the ideas I put forward
during my election campaign, they would

have had a more progressive and more
democratic programme to place before
this House. Although it meets with

my' approval as far as it goes, it
does not, in my opinion, go far enough.
I am prepared to go a good deal
farther, and I am very much sur-
prised that the Government have not
tbought it necessary to go very much
farther, in the direction of social legis-
lation. I have the honour to represent a
constituency of working men, and C think
that very much is required in the wayv of
social legislation, and that much more

mighlt be introduced. Bitt my great
objection to the policy of the Govern-
ment is that it is not a progressive policy.
If it were a progressive policy, I would
be prepared to throw in my lot on the
other side of the House; but I say, when
there are works of great national import-
ance in regard to which the country is
awaiting developments, 1, as the member
for a district which demands a work that
perhaps has had the misfortune to be
brought too frequently under the notice
of the public-no doubt hon. members
know all about it-want to be satisfied as
to bow this work is going to be carried
out. We are told that the financial
position of the State is very bad at the
present time, that for many years to come
it will be practically impossible for the
Government to carry out any works of
magnitude.

A MnmBER: No.
MR. EWING: Whether this is so or

not-and I trust with the interjec-tor that
it is not true-it has been pretty f re-
quently- stated. So far as I can see,
there is not in the immediate future any
chance of this work being carried out.
We are told that tbe indebtedness of the
State is something like £17,000,000, and
that this representsq £94 per bead.
That, of course, is right: it will he so
when all the works authorised by the late
Parliament have been taken in hand and
duly carried out. Now, I take this stand,
that it I, as a member of this honour-
able Chamber, can bring before it data
proving that any work of national
importance can be carried out, and will
pay interest and sinking fund, and, over
and above that, revenue, then I say that
it is quite competent and right that this
House should consider the advisability of
immediately taking in hand that work



110 Address-in-Reply: ASM L..ebttiddy

and carrying it out. This will, of course, I
increase the indebtedness pe~r head; but
I will say this before I go any further
- and whatever else I may lack, I have the
courage of my opinions, and anything I
have said during my eletction campaign I
am prepared to say on the floor of this
House-I will say this, that I amn in
favour, absolutely and entirely, of the
whole of the railway system and the
whole of the public worksa in this State
being kept in the hands of the Govern-
wnent if it is possible. If it is found
impossible, then I say the -members of this
Chamber have to consider, and to consider
at once, how these works are going to
be carried out. If, I say, the Premier
will tell me, when he replies, to the
speeches which have been given in this
House on the Address-in-reply, how soon
the Government are prepared to take in
hand works of this character, we shall
know where we are. But if he says that
the Government are not pre~pared to take
them in hand, and that the country for
the nest four or five years must stand still,
that we must have stagnation in the State,
I for one am not prepared to stand on the
floor of this House and agree to a policy
of that kind. I can assure you that
rather than this should occur, I am
prepared to advocate private enterprise.
Now as for the news papers of this State,
I take very little notice of them, because
as a public man I am perfectly satisfied
to be criticised in every pdssible way, and
if I do wrong I am prepared to take the
responsibility of my action. I think I
should be worse than a coward if I feared
to give expression to what I have expressed
as a public man. If, as I said before, the
necessity for the conservation of the public
funds of this State renders it absolutely
impossible to carry out public works, them
we must go in for private enterprise. I
will ask hon. members not for a
moment to misunderstand me when I say
that I do not advocate private enterprise
in any shape or form which will be
detrimental to the interets of the State.
The private enterprise that I advocate
does not include the land-grant railway :
it does not mean giving away the patri-
mony of the people as has hitherto been
done. flat is a most pernicious system,
and would not have my support for a
single instant. I believe there are plenty
of private people who are willing to put

their money into large reproductive
public works in this State. They are
willing, to do so if they are able to
receive a fair and reasonable return for
the money which they thus invest. In
connection with private enterprise, hon.
members wiUl understand I would not
for a moment give away what belongs to
the people; I would see that their interests
were conserved in every possible way ;
and in allowing the building of a rail-way
or the carrying out of any other public
work by private enterprise, I would see
that there was a purchasing clause and
that the Government were able to take
over the work at any time it was con-
venient to them to do so. In this
connection-I regret very much that I
have to refer to it-I wish to say that I
stand here as the member for the South-
West Mining electorate. Hon. members
will, I hope, all understand that. I trust
that an opportunity will be found at an
early date to alter the name, which I
have no doubt is a very difficult one. I
do not wish to be referred to in this
Rouse as the member for Colli , because
I am no more the member for Collie than
I am the member for Greenbushes or the
member for Donnybrook.

A MEMBER: Say, member for the Collie
railway.

Mn. EWING: I shall come to that
presently, and I have no doubt I shall
have your support. In his speech on the
Address-in-reply the member for Albany,
when touching on one of the paragraphs
of the Speech, expressed the opinion that
the most important railway to be con-
sidered 6r taken in hand at this time
was the Esperance railway. Of course
he is entitled to his opinion, and I am
entitled to mine. [MR. GARDTN ER:-

Hear, hear.] I congratulate the hon.
member sincerely for the gentlemanly
way in which he referred to the matter;
and whatever divergencies of opinion we
may have in thee to come, whatever side
of the Mouse I may be onl, I am perfectly
satisfied that it will not make the slightest
difference to me when we go outside the
doors of thisi Chamber. Therefore I join
issue here, though perhaps the present is
not the time to bring data and statistics
relating to this most important work
before hon. members. I have no doubt
that as time goes by and as these data
are supplied, it will be found that in the
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whole of the State of Western Ais-
tralia there is no more pressing work
than the building of the Collie-Gold-
fields railway line. I do not wish to
address myself to this subject in any
parochial spirit. I should think that I
were unworthy to occupy a seat in this
House if I did so. I look upon the
question as a national question, and one
which in that aspect must of course com-
mend itself to members of this House.
If I do advocate it rather more, perhaps,
than hon. members who are in opposition
to me think I should, they must believe-
or at least I trust they will believe-that
I am not advocating what would advance
my awn material interests, or the material
interests of any section of this community.
Iam advocating what I truly and honestly
believe is for the betterment and advance-
ment of the whole State of Western
Australia. I am perfectly satisfied to
leave this matter in the bands of the
Public Works Committee, which has been
mentioned in the Governor's Speech.
This Public Works Committee, of course,
is an innovation as far as this State is
concerned. I have bad a very great deal
of experience of Public Works Com-
mittees. Although I have never before
had the honour to sit in a Legislative
Chamber. I have watched very carefully
the working of the Public Works Coin-
inittee in New South Wales; and I will
say that I should be sorry to think
the Public Works Committee to be
placed on the statute books of this
State was going to cost as much as is the
case in New South Wales. I believe
that a Public Works Committee, if it is
judiciously managed, is the right thing.
Matters of such vital importance as the
building of railways and the construction
of large public works will come before
this committee, and that is very desir-
able. I say without fear of contradiction,
although no doubt I shall be contradicted,
I am satisfied to leave the matter of
the Collie railway in the hands of a
Public Works Committee, for I am satis-
fied that they will, with the data
provided for them, recommend the House
to carry out this work. In passing I
would say that I do not wish in any way
to tread on the corns of hon. members
who rpresent the goldfields. I trust we

salalways be able to work band in
band. If the goldields members want

only a fair thing, if they "an produce
data and statistics to prove that their
proposals are entitled to more attention
than the proposal I bring forward, then
of course the House will give them the
first consideration. I would also say, as
far as surveys are concerned, so long as
the Government authorise the survey of
the C'ollie-Goldfields line it matters not
to me what other surveys they authorise.
But I do object to the tone of the two
deputations which waited on the Minister
for Works, and not only asked him for
the survey' of a certain line for fifty
miles from Coolgardie, which was to
supply wood, but also inferred that
they wanted the immediate construction
of that line. I must congratulate the
Minister on his answer, which was
diplomatic, and which showed that he
understood the circumstances. As regards
the supply of firewood for the goldfields
-perhaps I should have mentioned this
before-I have on vei-y reliable authority'
this piece of information, that in a very
short time, some two or three years,
there will be a very great scarcity of wood
on the fields; and if this line is not built
for fuel--

A MEMTBER: Nonsense. Who is your
autbority ?

MR. EWING: The hon. gentleman
says "1nonsense," but I have very good
autbority for this. What has struck me
in the matter is the difference of opinion
that exists between members from the
goldfields with regard to it. Some of
them will tell you that the wood will be
cut out to a reasonable distance of'
Kalgoorlie in two years; others say, in
fourteen years. Well, how is this supply
t~o he kept going? It means that you
have to build railways into the forests:
you will have to denude the forests and
alter the climatic conditions of the State,
and I do not think these are too good now.
To obviate this, I say not one mile of
railway line should be put down for the
cutting of the forests while this national
industry of coal-wining is waiting for
development. I say it is necessary and
right that the coal-mining industry should
be developed. Another question I should
like to deal with very shortly is that of
arbitration in labour disputes. In the
constituency I have the honour to repre-
sent, it is a very necessary thing that
arbitration should be enforced. While
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complimenting the member for Subiaeo
on the speech he made the other day, I
say that he dlid right when he asked the
Ministry to introduce this Bill at once;
and I am quite sure there will be no
opposition to it in this House. It will be
carried, and compulsory arbitration will
be the order of the day. In the coal-
mining constituency I1 represent to a
certain extent, it is very necessary that
there should be no cessation of work and
that arbitration should be absolutely
compulsory there.

A MEmBERs: Or anywhere else.
ME. EWING: Or anywhere else. I

can assure you that the trouble around
us to-day is very serious. I trust it will
soon be overcome, but at the sante time it
should be obviated in the future by
compulsory arbitration, and allowing all
sections of men, whether they work for
the Government or not, to take advantage
of the Arbitration Act. As to the apple
quesilon, so far as I am concerned I hail
with delight the introduction of apples
for the benefit of the community. It was
only this morning that I found in my
rack a letter conveying a resolution,
passed by a progress committee in my
constituency, -asking me in every possible
way to prevent or do what I could to
prevent the carrying out of the policy
which the Government have laid down.
As far ats I am concerned, 1 can assure

you I would not for a moment entertain
such a proposal. r believe the apples
should come in; but the policy of caution
the Government have indicated in one
portion of the Speech should have been
instituted in this direction. I. regret very
much the Government have rushed this
matter. From the evening paper I notice
that the regulations go through this
af ternoon. While being entirely in
sympathy with the Government on the
question. I am of opinion it would have
been much better for the sake of a month,
six weeks, or perhaps two months, to
have a sdlect committee of this House to
go into the matter thoroughly, mnd report
any danger that might occur from the
importation of apples. I have no idea
whether the codlin moth is here; T know
the people require the apples; but it
would have been much better if that
proesas of caution which I see exercised
on the Ministerial benchies had been exer-
cised in this particular case. However,

I trust that if the regulations are passed
and the apples come in, every care will be
taken to see that the codlin moth does
not get here. I have been told by those
who ought to know that it is almost
impossible, or very difficult indeed, to
see whether the codlin moth is present
or not. I trust there will be nothing
detrimental to the State from the course
adopted ; but I regret that such action
has been taken so hastily, and I would
have been much better pleased if a,
royal commission had sat, and had gone
thoroughly into the matter.

MR. F. W. MOORtHEAD: And report
in 1906!

MR. EWING: I do not intend to
detain the Rouse any longer. I am per-
fectly prepared to give the Ministry a
fair and reasonable support, and I cannot
do otherwise; but I trust that when the
Premier is addressing the House he will,
as far as he can, disabuse my mind of
what perhaps may be erroneous-that he
has a policy of stagnation, of standing
still altogether, in regard to public works.
I hope he will let us see that this will be
a progressive Mlinistry, and that the
industries are going to be developed, for
as far as I can see it will be. impossible
to populate this State if there is goingr to
be any stagnation at -all. If yon want to
reduce the indebtedness of the State,
which is considerable at the present
time, you must get population, and I
want to know how population is coming
here if railways are not built and people
settled on the land. In reference to the
Oollie-Goldfields line, it is not merely
a local question. I took the trouble to
go through the district not very long ago,
and I can assure you there is perhaps the
best land in the State -along the route of
the railway ; and, if the railway is built,
a very short time indeed will elapse
before the Government are repaid by the
populating and taking-up of this land;
so you will see we are not altogether
selfish in advocating this scheme for the
carriage of coal. When the matter.
comes before the House, of course I shall
be prepared to deal with it as far as I
can on statistics and data; but I believe
that the members from the goldields
will find it their duty, and I trust their
pleasure, to afford all the support they
can to the scheme. I thank you most
sincerely for the kind hearing you have
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given mee, and 1 trust that in time to
came I may be able to take a different
stand in the House from that which I
take to-night.

MR, R. D. HUTOHINSON (Gerald-
ton):- Before referring to matters con-
tained in His Excellency's Speech, I
must state that at the recent electiun I
pledged myself to give a full support to
the then Premier (Mr. Throssell), a eup-
port, that is, to the policy foreshadowed
by him -when mating his speech at
Northam. I do not intend to follow the
Governor's Speech through from start to
finish, any more than members who have
preceded me. I do not agree with mem-
bers who have said there is nothing in it.
It appears to me there is one thing shown
in the Speech, and that is a great deal
of good generalship. Every matter men-
tioned is such that, it may be dealt with
from almost any point of view, and in
connection with any of them there
appears to be a. good line of retreat
by which the Ministry can withdraw.
There is at least one matter referred
to in the Speech - the metropolitan
water supply. During the last session
the same question came up, and on that
occasion I stated I believed the scheme
was deserving of the support of every
member of the House. I regret to find,
as I have stated, that in the way the
metropolitan water supply is mentioned
here we have no indication whatever as
to the lines on which that supply is to be
furnished. We are not told whether it
is the intention of the Government to
provide the funds to obtain the water
supply and administer the machinery
necessary for providing that supply, or
whether a, Bill is to be passed into law
providing for a metropolitan water supply
board that will have power to raise the
money, themselves; so that, whatever
course may be followed by the Govern-
ment, we cannot, until they bring forward
the measure, deal with it in any reasonable
or fair manner. The one or two matters
that I intend to mainly touch upon are
those that have been left out of the
Governor's Speech, and one is a question
that not only affects the district I repre-
sent, but the whole State more or less.
Thatisthe question of the Midland Railway
Company. The matter has been a great
source of trouble to this State for years,
and it appears to be getting a greater

curse every day it goes on. For a long
time past the whole of the people, I may
say, in the Victoria district, and pretty
well I think in the Murchisou district
toio, have been longing to see this matter
dealt with. I do not think that on any
occasion people have tried to influence the
Government to give a big price for the
railway. We have -always recognised it
would be unfair to force the Government
into a position by which they would give
more than the railway and lands are
worth; but often have we thought that
some measures might be taken that would
compel this company, or the official
receiver of the at one time company, to
deal with the lands in the man ner intended
by the original contract. This has not
been done. I have no hesitation in say-
ing the contract has never been fulfilled
at all, and I believe I am justified in
asserting that at the present time not
only is the contract not being fulfilled, but
the line is becoming dangerous. I believe
it will be necessary for the Government
before ver'y long to mnake a close inspection
of that line, and see whether it is safe for
people to travel over. I think it is a well-
known fact to most people that for two or
three years past everything has been run
as finely as it could possibly be; every-
thing possible has been done to save a,
shiliing here or a shilling there;i and in
the minds of most people the rolling-
stock, the r-ailway itself, and everything
connected with the matter, are in a very
bad condition. I am stating this to show
that we do not consider the Government
,should have purchased this line at any
price; but, on the other hand, we think,
as I said just now, that some force should
be brought to bear to compel the company
to carry out their original contract in
connecton with the matter. This con-
tract cannot have been carried out, I
think, if the Premier was correctly re-
ported in connection with an interview
a few datys ago. The P remie r i s reported
to have said, regarding a speech at Gerald-
toni, the Government did not intend to
pay any such sumn as had been mentioned
by the Oolonial Treasurer. He said, "It
is far more likely that the Governmentwill
insist on the terms of she contract being
carried out." I hope the Government
will insi st oin that, and It much regret that
some mention of the matter was not made
in the Speech. It is n-t a small matter,
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but an important one to the whole of the
State, and in asking that it shall be dealt
with in this way we are not asking that
anything unfair shall be done. The
comp-any have had more than fair-play.
For yars now they have had more con-
sideration than they ever deserved, and
to my mind it would be foil on the part

oftis House and this Parliament to allow
that sort of thing to continue any
longer.

MR. MOORHEAD: Do you suggest any-
thing to get over it ?

Mit. HUTCENSO&: During the
recent Ministerial visit to the northern
part of this State, the Colonial Treasurer
(Hon. F. Illingworth) was speaking at
Geraldton in two different places. lathe
afternoon he was speaking at the Munici-
pal Chambers, and in the evening from a
public platform in the Masonic Hall. At
the Municipal Chambers, where the Mid-
land Railway question was referred to by
the Mayor of Geraldton, theColonial Trea-
surer said he had gme through the whole
of the papers connected with the matter
for the last ten years, and he had come
to the conclusion that the railway should
be purchased now. He said it had been
under offer to the late Government for
Y.1,350,000, aud he considered that
every day the price would be likely to
get greater instead of less. Although
we are anxious now to have this
question dealt with, we recognise that a
very great mistake was made by the
Colonial Treasurer in speaking in the
manner hie dlid. We feel satisfied that
the intention of the company, or the
remnants of the company, for a long
time has been to screw every possible
penny they could out of the State; and I
am sure I voice the feelings of the vast
majority of people north of Perth, when
I say we are with other members in
the House in insisting that the company
shall not get more than a fair price, but
that, on th other hand, steps shall be
taken at once to compel them to carry out
the terms and conditions of their contract.
To show that the Colonial Treasurer had
studied the question beforehand, he said
he hoped the Government would purchase
the line and the land of the Midland
Company for X1,850,000; and he went
on to say that the profit made by the com-
pany for the present year would be about
£04,000, which ineant three per cent.

on a million and a half of money. Going
on, he said if the land were purchased by
the State, he would advocate that it be
treated just in the same manner as the
lands of the repurchased estates were
treated under the Act. He said this
land had railway facilities, and he did
not see why the land should be sold at
l0s. an acre. In the evening of the same
day, referring to the matter again he
said, " I do not see why it should be sold
at 10s. an acre. I have myself sold some
of the Midland land at 30s. an acre." I
am quoting these statements to show that
the Colonial Treasurer could not mean
what he afterwards said, namely that
the land, if purchased by the State, would
be sold cheaper than if it were sold under
the conditions of the land purchase regu-
lations. A protest was made by the
membe-r for the Murchison (Mr. Nanson)
on that occasion against any attempt being
made to deal with the land in a manner
different from the land purchased from
the Great Southern Railway Company;
and desirably so, I think, because the
desire of everyone who wishes to get on
the land or see it settled is that people
shall be able to mate use of the land,
and that the sales of land should not bE
madle to pay for the purchase of the line
I really cannot understand his action Or
this matter at all. He appears to'- havE
changed his mind many times about it
for I recollect reading a report of a speedt
he made at Cue during the electior
campaign, when he was reported to hanf
said he dlid not want to see the land
purchased, but wanted to see the railway
purchased by the State. Afterwards 1H
told us that he thought the railway oughi
to be purchased at almost any price; or
a later occasion he spoke about the pric(
which should be put on the lands whet
purchased by the State; and later again I
said we should not get a big price fom
the land, but should let people have it al
five shillings an acre. It would be inter.
esting for me to know where the hon
member obtained the figures, when hi
spoke of about £45,000 profit being mad(
by the Midland Railway Company foi
the current year. I do not think thesi
figures can be in the hands of the Gov
erment, and if they were obtained fn
any other sour-ce they certainly cannot bh
looked on as reliable at all. Connecter
with this matter is also the question ol
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mining on private property. I notice
the Premier referred to it in his speech
some time ago, and promised that the
subject should have the attention of the
Government; but there is no mention of
it in the Governor's Speech. Probably
the Government think there will be some
difficulty in dealing with this wining on
private property, because the rights to
the minerals have been sold with the
land; but if that be the case, I think we
can easily get over that by taxation of all
unused mneral lands th~at are held in
fee simple by any person in the State.
If we pass a law to do that, and I can
see no reason why we should not do so,
then those persons who bold freehold
mineral lands, some of them having held
such lands for 30 years or more and have
not done anything with them and are not
likely to do, would probably make some
arrangement whereby other persons
should work the minerals. I think the
Minister for Mines (Hon. H. Gregory)
saw Sufficient during his visit in that
district to satisfy him there is a vast
area of mineral land north of Geraldton
that could be effectively dealt with if
people could only have access to the lodes
running through private property. An-
other thling that this mining on private
property would help. would be that in
view of the Midland question not being
dealt with in the near future, people
who wished to prospect for coal at
the Irwin might obtain access to that
land. At present no one, however
anxious to invest money in the dis-
trict for that purpose, can get near the
laud. I know that at present in Gerald-
ton there is one luau, not a manI of straw,
but one who has made a lot of money on
the Murchison goldflelds, Peak Hill
mainly, who is prepared, if he can obtatin
land in the Irwin country, to get X20,000
to prospect for and open up coal mines
there, so that he may be able to provide
a supply of coal not only for the shipping
that would come to Geraldton, but mainly
for the mines in which he is interested
on the Murchison. I think it is a great
pity indeed if the Midland Company or
any such syndicate be allowed to continue
in the way the Midland Company are
doing in shutting people from the land,
however desirous the people may be of
developing the land or working the
minerals. It has been of no use to help

the company with loan money and that
sort of thing. They' made a contract with
this country, and although they have
ever since been codified and nursed their
bills being backed by the Government
and everything possible done to encourage
them to go on and assist in developing
the lands of the State, yet in return they
have done nothing but endeavour in one
way' or another to get every pound they
could out of this country. They do not
seem to care a " hang " for what is going
to happen afterwards; but it should be
our business to see that they do not get
all they are striving for. butmeans should
be taken to compel them to carry out the
provisions of their contract, or clear out
and leave it so that other people may go
on with it. I notice that in the Gov-
ernor's Speech the Government tells us
that the works which have been provided
for by the previous Government will be
carried out. When the present Colonial
Treasurer (Hon. F. Ellingworth) and the
Minister for Mines (Hon. H. Gregory)
were in G-eraldton a few days ago, the
question of providing police cells was
referred to, and I understand the
Treasurer then said that if he had it his
way no money wofidd be spent on police
cells in Geraldtou. He said this, not-
withstanding that this House last session
passed a sun of money for providing
police cells at Geraldton. The Colonial
Treasurer says that no money will be
spent on lpolice cells there whilst other
public buildings can be used for the
purpose. Is that a, reasonable thing to
propose, that men should he locked up in
cells to be made in public buildings where
several other public departments are
carrying on business?

THE COLONIAL TREASURER: I never
suggested it.

MR. HUTCHINSON: The Minister
said he would do this; and to brinig it
back to his mind I will tell him what he
did say. He said: "I see no necessity
for spending money on these cells while
we can take a wing off Mr. Brown."

THE COLONIAL TREASURER: Tbat is
all right. " Cells " you Said.

MR. HUTCHISON: To prove that I
am not referring to this matter merely to
get money spent there, I may say that
when the late Commissioner of Crown
Lands (Mr. Thrussell) visited that dis-
trict some time ago, we proposed to have
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him locked up in one of the cells as an
experiment. He consented ; but before
he bad been in many minutes he begged
us to let him out again. He found the
cells as dark as midnight, although the
time was about midday, and he said those
cells -were a disgrace to civilisation. He
said, "I will make a note. now, and as
soon as I can get back to Perth I will
ask the Premier to place money on the
Estimates for making better accommoda-
tion here." Money was placed on the
Estimates. It was not asked for by
myself or by the member previously
representing the district, but was placed
there by the action of the Government,
and the vote was passed by this House
last session without interference. I say
now it is the duty of this Rfouse to see
that any money that has been agreed to
be spent on a particular work shall be ex-
pended on that work, and we should see
that the Government do carry out the
works that Parliament has ordered. I
do not agree that the Government should
be in a position to say they will do this
or they will not do that, when a particular
work has been ordered by Parliament;
but it should be the duty of the Govern-
ment, as the Premier' said a few days
ago, to carry out the desires and instruc-
tions of Parliament. That is a very
proper policy, which I hope to see
pursued in the future. In the same
list comes the locomotive workshops
at Geraldton; and in regard to these I
may say that for years this matter has been
asked for, and I believe that some years
ago money was placed on the Estimates
to carry out the necessary alterations.
The reason the alterations have not been
done, as I understand, is that there has
been some difficulty in arranging plans
for a building that would suit the site on
which the workshops now stand. It is an
absolute necessity that something should
be done there before long. The place
is a disgrace to the Government. Men
have to work there night and day, exposed
to all weathers; in rain or in fine weather
they have to work there all the sme,
and they should be qualified now to be
weather prophets rather than engineers,
as most of them have every opportunity
of studying the weather in all its condi-
tions. I do not intend to farther trespass
on the time of the House. I certainly
hope the matters I have referred to

to-night will receive the immediate atten-
tion of the Government

HON. WALTER H. JAMES (East
Perth) : I desire to express my hearty
congratulation at the advent to this
House of so large a number of new mem-
bers. I have stated on previous occasions
that I thought our last Parliament was
the worst Parliament we have had; and
I rejoice to see now so many new faces
in this Chamber. So far as we can
gather from first impressions, these faces
represent the intelligence of the electors
in supporting the princilples that we on
this side have previously advocated. I
congratulate the member who moved and
tme member who seconded the Address-
in-reply; and I desire to extend my
congratulation to the member for Subiaco
(Mr. Daglish) and to the member for
Northampton (Mr. Nanson). I hope
this Rouse will not judge the member
for South Perth (Mr. Gordon) by his
maiden effort. I have known him too well
and favourably to believe he expressed
his real views, and I should be sorry
to think his opposition to the Gov-
ernment is based, not on their policy,
but on the fact that they refuse to give
those sops and those bribes which have
characterised the past Government for
ten years in this State. The present
Government are not in favour of a
"stand and deliver" policy, as suggested
by the member for South Perth, and
honourable members will not, I am sure,
support the policy of bribing constituences
which that honourable member suggests.

Ma. W. B. GORDON: Bnnkum!
How. W. H. JAMES: I like to hear

the expression "bunkumn"; but I do
hope that members in addressing this
House will disclaim the suggestion that
they are not prepared to support the
Government unless the Government are
prepared to spend some money in their
eleerorates. I appeal to the House
whether I am not using almost the exact
words of the hon. member.

MR. GORDON: Pure imagination.
HON,. W. H. JAMES: The member for

the South-West Mining District has also
addressed the House; and I rejoice that,
although he scorns the Press, he is feel-
ing its lash and feels called upon to give
some explanation of why he takes his
seat on that side of the House. His
speech has been most interesting to me,
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and if it is reported it will be most inter-
esting, I think, to the country to hear
the reasons which the hon. member gave.
He states that the policy of the present
Government was practically his policy.
and when an interjection was made he
repeated the error of his leader, and
said there was nothing in the policy.
He told us that what he objected to was
the stag-nation which he thought this
Government would produce, and that it
was for this reason he had taken up his
seat on the opposite side of the House.
Surely the admission sounds honest and
straight out.

Mac. W. J. GEoRG E: Rear, hear.
How. W. H. JAMES: But I want to

point out to the House that the member
was comimitted to the Opposition before
he heard that party's views or their
policy, and before he heard the polic:y of
the Government.

MR. 3. EWING: No, no.
How- W. H. JAMES:- The hon. mem-

ber informed us of that fact. He gets up
to state to the ctountry and to his con-
stituents, through us, that the reason
why he is opposing the Government is
that throughout their policy there is a
suggestion of stagnation- [Mn. J. Ewis:
So there is] -- utterly overlooking the fact
that he had entirely committed himself
to and placed himself under the protect-
ing care of the member for the Williams,
before even this Parliament met.

Mn. J. EWING: Quite untrue.
How. W. H. JAMES: It is an absolute

fact. I appeal to the common sense of
this House and to the common sense of
this country to properly estimate the
statements of the honourable member.
Again, the honourable member told us
that lie sat in opposition because the
Opposition party was radical and. pro-
gressive. I compare that with the
reported speech of the Opposition Whip,
who declarvd that he supported the
Opposition because they were Liberals:
hie opposed the Government because they
were Radicals. Now, which is right, the
Whip or the member for the South-West
Mining District ? The hon. member has
referred to the cumbersome title attach-
ing to his electorate. 1, foo, have objected
to it. But you cannot make it less
cumbersome, aud at the same time make
it truthful-you might call him the
mnember for the Collie-CA oldfields railway.

That title, though equally ciumbersome, is
more fitting. Now we have, all of us,
been most anxious, and the country is
most anxious, for a change of Govern-
ment ; and I think that those who do not
beong to the old party owe sonic expla-
nation of the position they take up. I
s~mpathise with those who belong to the
old party. They find themselves sitting
side by side with their old friends. Their
opposition is truly honest and justifiable.
But those who have not taken up a
position on the Opposition benches, as
members of the old party, are cal led upon
to give an explanation of how it is they
took up opposition to a policy before they
heard it. They have not yet given us a
satisfactory reason for the change.

]MR. GORDON: We do not trust the
Administrators.

HON. W. H. JAMES: If, therefore,
I take the statement of the member
for South Perth, the reason he now gives
is that he does not trust the adminis-
trators.

Ma. GORDON: I said that last night.
HON. W. H. JAMES: The hon. mem-

ber says he does not trust the admnis-
trators. That is a good reason, if it is
true; bnt I rejoice to think that it is not
held to be true by a majority, I believe,
mn this House and by vast numbers in the
State. If the lion, memiber's reason be a
true one, then I say it is a gross scandal
that men who think we are not honestly
fit to be trusted with the administration
of the affairs. of this State, should sit
there with their majority and aflow the
affairs of the State to remain in our hands.
Sitting on this side of the House we say
to the members opposite, and tbrough
them to the country, " If our policy is
wrong, take the only constitutional course,
take i he on ly course that honest politicians
can take, and see that we, with our
dangerous policy and our dangerous
methods, are placed in Opposition, where
we can do no harm to the interests of the
State." I do not for one moment say
that mnembers who were returned as inde-
pendents-of course their electors thought
they were politically independent, but
some of them are independent of political
deeeney-shoutd commit themselves to
this Government or should commit them-
selves to the Opposition. I say an inde-
pendent member has a right-it is his
duty when he stands as an independent
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member not committed to the Govern-
ment or the Opposition-to wait until
he hears the various policies and then
to decide for himself. If be does that,
no man can possibly blame him. But
we have a right to complain when
we find so many members, instead of
waiting until they hear the policy of the
present Government or before hearing the
policy of the present Opposition, com-
mitting themselves as out-and-out Oppo-
sitionists, sitting even as Whips on the
Opposition bench with a, party that has
never put its views before the country.

MR. MOORHEAD: They were all Minis-
ters in embryo.

HON. W. H. JAMES: Now the mem-
ber for Guildford (Mr. Hason) in the
course of his speech-and it is always a
pleasure to listen to him, his words are
so well-chosen and his language is so
eminently fair-protested against the
suggestion that the Governmnut were
holding over the members of this House
the threat of a dissolution. I do not
consider he has a right to protest. A
threat of a dissolution has never been
held over the House by this Government.
I think it was indirectly suggested by
the member who seconded the Address-
in-reply, but the Government were not
responsible for that.

MR. R~sON: He undertook to speak
for the Government.

RON. W. H. JAMES: Surely the hon.
member has been in Parliament long
enough to know that wvhen a private
member undertakes to speak for a Gov-
ernment, the Government are not neces-
sarily bound by what he says.

MR. RAsoN: The statement was not
refuted.

How. W. H. JAMES; Well, no such
threat was made. Whether a dissolution
is or is not necessary must be determined
by the future. Every member, I think,
will realise that it is impossible for any
Government to carry on if things con-
tinue as they are at present; and members
on the Opposition side of the House
must distinctly understand that we are
not going to sit here and do the unplea-
sant work, and make enemies-because
our policy is a somewhat unpopular one as
compared with a public works policy-
and then let the old party come in and
reintroduce the policy of " spoils to the
victors."

MR. GEORGE: Is that a Ministerial
utterance ?

How. W. 11. JAMES: The hon. mem-
ber for Geraldton (Mr. R. D. Humtchinson)
spoke on the question. In the previous
Parliament he was opposed to the party
he is now supporting.

MR. HuTenINSON: There are no par-
ties. There is no old party. The old
party is dead. The whole of the old
House is dead.

HON. W. 1H. JAMES: The member
for- Geraldton already winces. Ilam glad
of it. It is to his credit. The member
for Geraldton, when he was last, in this
House was supporting that party which
now sits upon the Ministerial benches.
He tells us he supported the Minis-
try of Mr. Throssell during the last
general election. Well, if that be
so, I can only i-egret that he did not
take up a more definite stand from the
time be was elected. I regret his position
was so vague and unsatisfactory that
neither party was certain as to which side
hie would sit on. This fact is somewhat
significant. If one turns to the local
paper - which dominates local politics
entirely-one finds while that paper was
supporting the old Opposition, the mem-
ber for Geraldton -always sat on the
Opposition benches, but recently that
paper has complained bitterly--

MR. GoRDoN: Was that before the
election or after?

HON. W. H. JAMES: The 28th
June.

MR. GORDON: Well, that is since the
election. How can that influence the
position he took up :f

HoN. W. H. JAMES: That paper
has complained, and complained bitterly,
that not sufficient money has been spent
mn the district; that when recently Minis-
ters visited the district they did not
promise all that was asked for up in the
North; and the paper protested and said,
, We who have borne the heat and burden

of the day" "--that expression seems quite
familiar, coming from this side of the
House-' we who have stood in the cold
shades Of Opposition, now when the
power rests with our party, do not
receive our reward." The paper finds
that the new Ministry will not have any-
thing to do with the demnoralising policy
of ' spoils to the victors," which has
characterised the past, and the political
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views of that paper and of the member
change at the same time.

M.R. HUTCHNwSON: Did they ask for
one shilling ?

Roiq. W. H. JAMES. No; not for
shillings, but for pounds at a time.
What is the grievance the hon. member
hasP It is that the Colonial Treasurer,
when recently in Geraldt-on, refused to
build some new cells; and the member
for Geraldton points, by way of contrast,
to the action of the late Premier who,
with that instinct for advertising which
seems to permeate every action of his
past, for the purpose of testing whether
a cell was good or bad, put himself into
it for two minutes and then came out
and said, -I am satisfied now: you shall
have new cells." I wonder if it could
have been this dramatic incident that
converted my good friend from being an
old Oppositionist to remaining ats a new
Oppositionist ?

MIL. HUTCHINSON:- NO; My Opposition
commenced before that.

How. W. H. JAMES: Because, if
that did not convert my friend, I want to
know what did,

Mat. H1urcnrwsoN: The Midland Lail-
way.

How. W. H. JAMES: The Midland
Railway converted him. The member
for Gera ldton anld his predecessors have
constantly been girding at the late Gov-
ernment in connection with the Midland
Railway. Why d~o they not act fairly
and give the new Government a " show" ?

M-n. W. J. GxoGeu: A what?
How. W. B.- JAMES:- A " show," an

opportunity to do what the late Govern-
ment failed for 10 years to do. It appears
the grievance of the hon. member is that
the new Treasurer visited Geraldton and
saw no reason for building new cells; could
See no reason why the existing buildings
should not be used for that ptirpose. And
surely every member of this House who
has been to Geraldton and has seen the
public buildings put up in connection with
the local police court, will agree that there
has been a scandalous waste of mioney
there, and that the building should be
used. The only other suggestion is as to
the Midland Railway. Well nOW, I Will
appeal to the fair-minded members of
this House as to whether the present
Government are to blame in that connuec-
tion. Are the Government to blame for

the present position as regrd the
Midland, RailwayP Have the"piresent
Government had a possible chace of
rectifying that position during the two
months or less that they ha-ve been in
office? On the other hand, it has to be
borne in mind that the late Government
did have opportunities which will probably
never occur again. At the time the
lVlidland Company had to come and ask
the late Government for assistance, that
Government had an opportunity of
removing the evils complained of, which
were almost as apparent then as they
are now. However, no step was taken.
On the contrary, every possible con-
sideration was shown to the ]Midland
Railway Co .npany. I was not in the
House at that time, but whilst I have
been in the House I have constantly
expressed my opinion that the Midland
Railway Company ought to be dealt
with in a strong and vigorous manner
by the then existing Government. I
am astonished at the two reasons given
by the member for Geraldton. One
reason is, "1 You won't spend useless
money," and the second is, " You won't
do what the previous Government ought
to have done." I am trying, as far as
possible, to judge members by their own
utterances: I want to apply to them the
SaM tests as the country will apply to
them. to see what justification they give
for their change of front. WhaLt I do
emuphasise is this: the hon. member seems
to have been uncertain, and his friends
seem to have been uncertain, and the
members on this side of the House seem
to have been uncertain, as to which side
he was going to tak-e.

Mni. HUTCHINSON : That is not my fault.
HfoN. W. E. JAMES: As a rule there

is never any doubt about the side I am
going to take.

Mn. W. J. GEXORGE: WhatP
RoN. W. H. JAMIES;, There was no

doubt about the Side mnost of the mem-
bers on the front Opposition bench were
going to take; and when a member gets
up and tells us that he stood as a sup-
porter of the Throssell Ministry, and
then gets up and tells us if no one knew
what his views were he is not to blame-
why, he is a. charming member of Parlia-
ment. But this is the difficulty-

ME, HlUTCHNrSON; You1 paid a great
deal of attention to it.

Address-in-Repty: [3 JULY, 1901.1
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[Several interjections.]
HON. W. H. JAMES: I think I am

pretty good-tempered about interjections,
but let us see if we cannot get 4)1. There is
no doubt at all as to the attitude of the
hon. member since the time that the article
appeared in a local paper, protesting most
bitterly that not sufficient moneY was
going to be expended.

MR. HUTCHINSON: That is not
true.

HON. W. HI. JAMES: That article
appeared on the 28th June, and that was
the first time we on this (Government)
side of the House were aware what
attitude the hon. member was going to
take, and we ought to have had a keen
idea as to what that attitude should have
been. We have these speeches of explana-
tion and justification from the memjber
for the South-West Mining District, who
will not support this policy because
there is stagnation; but he cannot. put his
finger on one line of the Speech to justify
that statement. One does not prove a fact
by asserting it, and to say this Speech
spells " stagnation " is beside the ques-
tion.

MR. J. EWING: I was Careful to point
out that I desired thle Government to
show it does not.

HON. W. H. JAMES : I should think
a member who was going to explain his
position would take the affirmative. That
is the usual thing. I rejoice to find thle
hon. member is fearless in regard to his
electors, but I have never yet found a
member of Parliament t the opening
session who was not equally brave and
equally effective; but it is astonishing
what a change comes over some people
before a general election. The hon.
member's valiant declaration of fearless-
ness has not* altogether convinced ate
that his explanation is satisfactory. Is
there a member in this House who thinks
we ought this session to commit ourselves
to the Collie railway ?

A MEMBER: One.
RON. W. R. JAMES: I always except

him. The Speech says we propose to intro-
duce no public works during this session,
but what we propose to do is to take steps
for the purpose of obtaining data to
enable this House, at the end of the
session, to decide whether this work shall
be carried out or not. Does the lion.
member want more than that,'

MR. J. EWING: No.
HON. W. H. JAMlES: If he does not

Want more than that, why is he on that
side of the House?

MR. W. J. GEORGE: Because he is
comfortable.

RlON. W. Hf. JAMES: It may be
because he is comfortable. We have had
an explanation by the member for South
Perth, fortified by an interjection that he
does not trust the present Ministry. I
happen to be a personal friend who voted
for him, and I do not accept his inter-
jection as really meant. We have heard the
explanation by the member for Geraldton
(Mr. Hutchinson). and we (can all make
up our minds as to that. Look at the atti-
tude of the past and the attitude of to-day.
and inake up your- minds on the question.
We have had an explanation from those
three members, and an explanation from
the member for North Perth (Mr.
Sipeight), who said hie was returned as
an independent member, but waited until
he heard the Address f rom the Throne
and also the withering criticism of the
leader of the Opposition, and then he said,
" I will make up my mind now, and act."
If that had been the attitude of other bon.
members who had previously been inde-
pendent, we should have bad no cause of
complaint. Howisitthatwe so constantly
hear the statement that the present
Opposition is not the old party. We
are constantly hearing that Is there any
action about the old party that the new
Opposition should he ashamed of ? Why
should they be so anxious to sever them-
selves from the past, and why is it that
on every possible occasion, when they canl
obtain benefit or credit for good work
done in the past, they eagerly seize it and
say to us on this (Government) side
of the House, " Wait until you have done
as much as we have done." On that
point the Inember for the Williams (Hon.
F. Hf. Piesse) was straightforward, for he
identified himself -entirely with the
past. To tell responsible people that the
Tweedledum Ministry of Mr. Throssell is
opposed to the Tw~edledee Ministry of
Mr. Piesse is absurd. The membter for
the Williams did not take up that view,
but said, "'We are a continunation of the
old party, and we justify the policy and
actions of that party," and he pointed
justifiably to the great number of good
works accomplished by thatparty.
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HoN. F. H. Finssz: I did not make
use of the word "continuation."

Hon. W. H. JAMES: Ilam not quoting
exact words. I say that in your speech
you identified yourself with the pat.
You justified thie financial position occa-
sioned b y the past, and you said in sitting

dw tha t hoped members on this
side of te Hous woul do aswela
our predecessors had done in the past.
We cannot get away from the fact that
we have facing us a continuation of the
old Forrest party. [Several MEmBERS:
"iRubbish!"] I regret to hear these in-
terjjections, because, although I was con-
sistently opposed to the Forrest Govern-
ment, I should never have been ashamed
to come into this House and say I was a
supporter of it, and I should have been
glad to look back upon the good done by
it. Iamt glad members on the Government
side do not take up that contemptible view
of their past. I was a'ying the member for
the Williams loyally identified himself
with the past. And how cant it be other-
wise ? When the member for Northamn
(Mr. Throssell) was Premier, he was con-
tinuing the old Ministry, and he was sup-
ported by the old party; and we find now
that the very backbone of the Opposition
consists really of the member for Nor-
thamn and the lparty returned to support
him. They are entirely justified, no
doubt, in supporting the member for
Northam; they were returned to support
him, and it was their duty to go into
Opposition with him. We have no
quarrel at all with these members.
What I want to point out is that if
the Opposition do represent the old party
-and I do not see what else they can
represent-how is it that at the last
general election a number seemed to
realize that the country demnanded a
change, and now, when a change has
taken place, they are supporting the
Opposition, the men they would not
support in power. [A MEMBER: " Non-
sense! "] I am glad to hear from one of
those independent members that it is
nonsense. I shall be pleased to hear
his explanation, and I hope he will mnal-e
a much better effort than has hitherto
been made by the members on that side
of the House.

MR. W. J. GEORGE: Why all this
venom ?

HON. W. H. JAMES: I have no venom
at all; absolutely none. My desire is to
point out as far as I possibly can the
attitude taken up by the members who
were returned to oppose the old Govern-
ment, and who are now found on the
Opposition side of the House with the
renants of the old Government. What
I say is that when a member is returned
to Parliament, lie must not entirely over-
look his obligations to his constituents,
the electors who have returned him. No
doubt the majority of those who sit on
the opposite side of the House have been
returned as supporters of the old Govern-
ment, and their honest dutty was to sup-
port the old Government, whether in
power or in Opposition; but there are
others who were returned as independent
members, and did not on the public plat-
form say that they were going to support
the old Government. That makes a lot
of difference. Those members seemed to
think there was something about the old
Government which caused them to feel
they dlid not care about supporting that
Government; but on the other hand they
said they would not support the Opposi-
tion, but would wait to hear the policy.
Those are the people who have been false
to their trust, sand seem to be regardless
of the responsibilities cast upon the men
elected to sit in Parliament.

Ma. HIGHAM: We have noGovernment.
HoN. W. H. JAMES: I am not

talking of the nmjnber for Fremantle.
MR. A. J. DIAMOND: "Let the dead

past bury its dead."
BON. W. H1. JAMES: I am glad

indeed to think that a responsible mem-
ber of the Opposition did not indorse
those sentimnents. But why did they
take the credit of a great deal of the work
done by the old Administration ? I hope
they will not blame us if when the occasion
arises-it has not arisen now--we attempt
to cast upon their shoulders some of the
sins of their political forefathers.

A MEMBER: Only one father; not
"four."

HoN. W. H. JAMES: Surely we have
a right to ask for some explanation of
the position in which this House finds
itself. If we may judge from the atti-
tude of members befiore the actual meet-
ing of Parliament, they, were returned tb
see there was a change of Government;
and yet when Parliament meets they
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forget apparently the whole of that man-
date in now supporting the old Government
which they were sent to eject from office.
I venture to think it is entirely uncon-
stitutional to find a party taking up the
attitude adopted by members on the front
Opposition benches. I always understood
that the theory of responsible govern-
ment was, that members in the Rouse
for the time being were supposed to
represent the majority of the people.
That is, I think, the constitutional way of
looking at the matter.

MR. Mi. H. JACOBY: I never beard that
beore.

HoN. W. H. JAMES: There are so
many things the member for the Swan
never heard. It is astonishing, That
being the position, the maj1ority of
members being supposed to represent for
the time being the majority of the peope
why should they not accept the responsi-
bility that position caste upon them P Is
there any instance of such a situation as
we find ourselves in here to-day; of men
in Opposition being a numierical majority,
and yet not courageous enough to take
upon their shoulders the responsibility of
carrying out the affairs of the State ? If
the policy indicated is a bad policy, andi
one which cannot be accepted, then in
the interests of this State the duty is
cast upon those on the Opposition side
of the House to see that we are ejected
from office. If, on the other hand, we
are not personally fit to Carry out the
policy, although the Opposition may
indorse that policy; if they" disagree
with our declared policy or do not
entirely accept our personal honesty and
sincerity in carrying it out, then it is
equally their duty as members of rarlia-
ment to have cast upon their shoulders
the responsibilities, and to see that men
whose policy is bad, whose sincerity is
not to be trusted, shall not be allowed
for one moment to continue holding the
reins oi power and enjoying the sweets
of office. That, I submit, is the consti-
tutional attitude to take up on occasions
like this, and we hate the right to expect
constitutional methods to be adopted.
You place the Government in this
position, that while you dare not challenge
them, you have not enough cour-age to
sit behind them and support them. I
know of nothing more demoralising than
for men who sit in direct Opposition, and

who profess themselves to be direct sup-
porters of the Opposition, at the same time
say, " We are prepared to give the Govern-
meat a, fair and reasonable support."

ftind entirely demoralising when we
fidmemnbers claiming the right to sit in

direct Opposition, or to sit on the cross-~
Opposition benches or on the cross-
Ministerial benches, and hold these views.
If members sit in direct Opposition aud
yet profess to support the Government, I
do not thins those members should claim
the credit of having the courage of their
convictions. I think they ought, by their
actions in this House, to show they are
here to represent principles, and they
should take the responsibility which that
position demands. The member for the
Williams (Hon. F. H. Piesse) made a
speech which I thoroughly appreciated,
because we want to ascertain what is the
charge brought against the present Gov-
ernment. We want to know what there
is in the Policy of this Government which
members objet to. We want to know
what are the grounds of their opposition.
Members who are now on the opposite
side are in a. new position, and the whole
State wants to know what is their ground
for being in Opposition. I think the
State is more anxious to know in this
case -because we find the majority of
members coming into this House to sup-
port an Opposition, and the country has
no idea what their policy is. We fob-
lowed the speech of the member for the
Williams, as leader of the Opposition,
to hear what that policy is. We were
quite satisfied be was not "game" to
move a motion of no-confidence in the
Government. [Several MEMBERS: Oh!
oh!] Let me make this as clear and
emphatic as possible, that the Govern-
ment want no condescending support
from half-hearted members. We do not
want it, and will not tolerate it; and if
the leader of the Opposition thinks the
present Ministers are not worthy of his
support, let him try to turn them out.
Let it be distinctly understood we do not
thank members on the opposite side
for their promise of support, because
we know they dare not do anything
else. (General laughter.) I hope that,
as the result of this speech and the
result of this challenge, members on that
side will be as good as their word and
challenge us. If this policy which we
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hly beOre the country, a policy of
domesticl legislation which we say is
essentially necessary -

lioN. F. El. PiissE: You have been
talking about that all your life.

HoNv. W. H. JAMES: I rejoice at the
fact, and am proud of it, that I have at
all times been urging the need for
domestic legislation, and I am glad to
think there are so manyv Acts on the
statute book bearing on domestic legis-
lation which I have had a hand in bring-
ing about. We do not want it thrown at
us, as it was thrown at the late Govern-
ment, that the only object of government
is to borrow on more or less ruinous
terms, or "1fly kites," and leave their
successors to pay the bill. In the present
financial position of the country, we think
it would be gross madness to rush into
new works, I do not think that, except-
ing the member for the South-West
Mining District (Mr. J1. Ewing), there
is any man in the country or any member
in this H-ouse who thinks we ought to go
into fresh works this session. Is there
any member who denies the absolute
need of economy? That being so, we
have it admitted that there is need of
domestic legislation, and there is need of
economy. We want the abolition of
plural voting, which members now on
this side have constantly urged when in
opposition.

MR. HInILAX: How manyv of them ?
HoN. W. ff. JAMES: In addition to

that we want a redistribution of seats; a
redistribution in fact, and not in name
only, such as was given us by the late
Government. We also need good and
clean administration, and I think this is
fai- more important than any other item in
the Government programme; for although
I recognise the need for other measures,
particularly mining on private property
and the measure suggested by the member
for Subiaco (Mr. Daglish), I still believe
that the one great want is a thorough
reorganisation of our public service; and
it is desirable the time of Ministers should
be available for thoroughly investigating
the Ministerial departmuents. That is
the policy enunciated in the Governor's
Speech, and it is on that policy we desire
to hear criticism. We want to know
what are the reasons for members sitting
in Opposition, and for other members
sitting behind the Government, in regard

to carrying out this policy. It is said we
are doing nothing new; that these things
have been initiated by the previous Gov-
ernment, and that we are continuing the
work of that Government. But how can
that seriously be said? I believe the
Forrest Government will be judged not
so much by what they did, but by what
they had opportunity of doing; and it is
difficult for us to imagine the enormous
powers for good which that Government
had, when ])laced in power with an over-
whelming major-ity, to govern a country
with a small population increasing from
a&few thousands up to 180,000. We had
no proposal for domestic logislation until
about three years ago. During the first
seven years of the Forrest Administration,
when the community was growing, they
had the best opportunityv of dealing with
the important question of the liquor laws;
but absolutely nothing was done; yet I
know of nothing that more urgently needs
amendment than the liquor law. [Look
at the magnificent opportunity, the late
Government had of dealing with it!
They came into power at a time when the
State was insignificant, and left it at a
time when the State had n, large popula-
tion; yet during the whole of that time the
Government did absolutely nothing to
deal with that great and urgent question.
I say this is a matter of dornesticlegisla-
tion that ough tto have been taken in band.

MR. HiGwA.m: It is not true they did
nothing. They certainly did something.

HON. W. H. TAMES: I do not mean
that you are dealing with the liquor law
because you say the compulsory fine of
£50 shall be reduced at the option of
magistrates; but I do say that absolutely
no legislation ha, been brought forward,
that no attempt has been made to deal
with the liquor question. Take next the
education question: the hands of the late
Government were forced both by the
action of this House and the -advocacy of
the West Australian newspaper in regard
to the education question. The late
Government were always behind, were
always being dragged on by the people,
and we owe it chiefly to the efforts of the
West Australian newspaper that the
education question was dealt with at all.
We are promised a Conciliation and
Arbitration Bill; and while it is true the
late Government passed a Conciliation
Act, we know under what circumstances
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that measure was introduced, and now
that we have it we find that it is waste
paper.

MR. HIGaDZ3: Because you didn'tassist.
HoN. W. H. JAMES: I presume it

was drawn according to instructions given
by the Government, and yet now the
measure is passed it is almost waste paper.
I suppos"- that if an amending Bill be
introduced now and this House passes it,
it will he said at some future time that
we owe the Conciliation Act to the late
Government. We owe to them the title
and not the measure. In regard to
another social question, the country
insisted for years that there has been an
absolute need for placing the Public
Service on a proper basis, and there has
been a constant demand for a Bill to be
introduced. A Bill was introduced and
passed last session, called a Public
Service Bill, but beyond the namue it
is absolutely valueless, for it does not
remove any of the grievances that
public servants complain of. Directly
the Bill was passed, we had a depart-
mental committee appointed to give effect
to it, but they did nothing. There is an
instance which totally falsifies the sug-
gestion of the member for the Williams
(Hon. F. H. Piesse), that the late Gov-
ernment did this and did that in the
direction of domestic legislation. It was
I who introduced the Early Closing Act;
the member for North Murchison (Hon.
F. W. Moorhead) introduced the Seats
in Shops Bill; and nearly all such matters
were introduced, not by the late Govern-
ment, but by private members, and
several of those met with opposition
before they were passed. We want
plural voting abolished, and what sup-
port will members give to that? The
former Government introduced no Act of
domestic legislation except two, and neither
of those measures will remove the evils
the existence of which justified the inter-
ference of Parliament on those questions.
I am dealing now with the first line of
attack by the member for the Williams
(Hon. F. U. Piesse), when lie tells its the
domestic leg-islation. we are proposing
now is simply a continuation of the old
policy, and that the old party dealt a far
as they could with domestic legislation.
I have dealt with that first line of attack.
Then as to economy in finance, let us
inquire what the late Government did.

MRt. DIAmOND: I am tired aboutbear-
ing of what the late Government did. I
want to know what the present Govern-
meat will do.

HON. W. H. JAMES: Now, when we
propose to deal with the question of
finance, there again the member for
the Williams lovally and constitutionally'
and properly says the finances do not
need straightening: they are all right.
But that is not what the member for
Northam ('Mr. Throssell) said. He said
his duty would be to straighten out the
finances, which were put into such con-
fusion by a Government of which the
member for Northam was one of those
responsible. One of the astonishing
features is that we have the old Ministers
constantly coming forward. and attacking
the old Government. They seem to accept
the popular opinion that the old Govern-
ment was a one-man Government, and one
man only. They entirely overlook, when
they talk about straightening out the
finances, that they as responsible Ministers
are just as much responsible as the Pre-
mier of that day.

A MEMiBER: What about the figures?
How. W. H. JAMES: An ordinary

individual, I cannot understand these
figures. The point I want to take is why
an ordinary man, not a heaven-born finan-
cier, could not understand them. Why
should they be in this muddled state that
they require experts to interpret themP
The hon. member stated that the finances
were all right. That is a serious state-
ment, and he has repeated it by an iuter-
jection; but how in the name of cormmon
sense can that be possible when we find
it necessary to have various calculations
and discussions as to how the finances of
the State do stanI1-when even among
the experts no two men agree on them ?
The member for Northam said it was his
imperative duty to straighten out the
finances, which, however, according to the
leader of the Opposition, were perfectly
true and straight. How can there be a
doubt about it when one sees the mess
and muddle of appropriations and re-
appropriations, excess votes, the rise of
form "J'--

Ma. GEORGE: What about form "I"?
HoN. W. H. JAMES: We find all

these financial agencies workingr together,
and confusion is inevitable, and confusion
reigns--tberecan be noquestion about that.
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MR. G nones: What a tiger you are!
How. W. H. JAMES: We want these

things set right as far as possible. There
should be nothing for me to prove: the
proof is plain. I have listened to the
hon. member's speech and I have read
various articles and speeches and reports,
and I am sure I do not understand how
things stand, I do not suggest that is a
test, because I am not a financial expert;
but I want to find two financial experts
who can agree on anything except this in
connection with the finances-that they
are in a muddle and want straightening
out. On that point there is unanimity,
except of course among those who are
responsible for the muddle. I need
hardly say that they will not admit it.
We say economy is absolutely necessary.
I have no doubt subsequent speakers will
refer to the mnanner in which, on so many
occasions, this House has been misled in
connection with the finances. There are
instances existing :they can be dis-
covered by anyone going through the
various Excess Bills and subsequently
reading the Auditor General's report for
the following year. I cannot ment ion these
things off-hand, so I propose to leave the
matter to those who have the financial
knowledge which I have not; but I sa~y
there is need foreconomv, and urgent need
for it, because when I hear some members
speaking as we have heard themT speak in
this House, it makes me dread that if
the Opposition are returned to power
they may reintroduce that old " spoils
to the victor" principle which charac-
tenised them when they were in officu. I
have my suspicions-I may be wrong-
that the hon. member for the South-West
Mining District, who is charged to the
muzzle with Collie railway, is not sup-
porting the present Opposition without
a reasonable expectation of the Collie
railway being built by them when in
power.

MR. Ewrwo: That is a national work.
HoNq. W. H. JAMES: A national

work supported by the Opposition. I
put it to members of this Rlouse and the
country whether, when our friends
opposite come back to power, the member
for the South-West Mining District will
not claim his own and say:. " I want that
railway built in return for my loyal
support." The hon. member thinks that
it is a work of national importance, and

*that he is justified in asking for it.
*Whilst we, on this side of the House,
have no members who want large public
works of national importance, on the
other hand our friends on the Opposi-
tion side have. They have with them
those members who want h-mrge public
works. and who have very str-ong organis-
atious tacking them. I welcome such
organisations. Of course, I should much
prefer to have their support for this side
of the House; but they are organisa-
Lions which a man has to bear in mind
when deciding on which side of the
House he will take his seat. on
this side everybody should realise how

Igreat the need is for economy, and
Ihow desirable it is that we should be
free from farther loan authorisations at
present, except to carry out existing
works. You find on the Opposition side
all those who have great national public
works to carry out, whether it be the
construction of the Colfie railway or of
cell. at Geraldton. Let us now take the
question of electoral and constitutional
reform. Now, is the horn. member for
the WVilliams (Hon. F. H. Piesse) justi-
fled in saying that this is a question on
which there is no distinction between the
policy of the present Government and
that of the past GovernmentP One has
only to look at the present House for the
fullest possilile justification of the need
of reform. When you find the majority
sitting in Opposition - most of them
returned pledged to see a change of Gov-
ernment, but nevertheless now sitting
in Opposition--although that majority
of members represents by far a minority
of electors-

Mn. GEORGE: NO, no; We Will give
von our figures presently. You are no
authority on figures, you know.

HON. W. H. JAMES: I do not think
Iit is right that there should be this inter-
minable dissension on the Opposition
benches, because the bon. member for the
Williams (Hon. F. H. Piesse) admitted
that fact, alt hough lie did not unduly
emphasise it; and I do not think it right
for the Whip to dispute the words of his
revered leader. I say that there can be
no doubt that the majority of the electors
are represented on this side of the House.

MR. GEoRGE : Question?
How. W. H. JAMES:- That, I think,

is a mattter as to which there is no doubt.
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But the existence of this House, and the
existence of some members of it, justify
a farther reform that I do hope the
present Government will bring in. It is
a matter that I have not spok~en about to
any member of the Government, and it
is a matter not, therefore, forming part
of the Government policy ;but I do
thoroughly agree that there is no use in
insisting on single electorates unless we
insist on a candidate getting a majority
of the votes polled, or otherwise take
another ballot. If that had been the law
at the last general election, my friends
opposite would not have had such large
support. I have been dealing in my
observations with the objections raised
by the member for the Williams, and his
contention that the policy involved in the
Speech is a continuation of the old Govern-
ment policy. I do not know how it is,
but what I thought mostly characterised
his utterance was apples. On that point
be thinks there is a great grievance. I am
sure it must have conveyed a great deal of
information to us when the boo. member
for the South-West Mining District said
he had heard from a progress association
which wanted him to oppose the abolition
of the restriction. Well, we know what
progress associations are. They are all
composed of veiry energetic men. Some
of them consist of half-a-dozen men, some
of six or seven hundred. But it does not
magnify an opinion whether it comes
from three men as individuals or from
th ree men calling themselves a progress
association. Under federation we shall
very shortly have uniform duties, and we
cannot then, under any circumstances,
farther continue the prohibition.

MR. Gxonas: Yes, you can.
HoN. W. H. JAMlES: I want to put

my contention before the House. We
will not be able to maintain the prohibi-
tion.

31R. GEoRGE: Where is the kudos
to your Government, then ?

How. W. H. JAMES: Of course if it
can be shown that by no regulations, by no
restrictions, can yon keep out the insect
pest, this restriction may perhaps be
continued. Then it might be contended
that the former prohibition was a jus-
tifiable one ; but I think we shall find
some very serious difficulty in convincing
the federal authorities that absolute pro-
hibition is necessary. There will be a

strong inclination on their part to take
the other view, and so far as we can see
and so far as we can learn from the
public Press, the regulations can give us
practical protection. That is generally
admitted. Now I do think, that hon.
members in dealing with the question
should be fair to this Government. The
present prohibition rests entirely upon an
Order-in-council-entirely. Those who
support the present Government repre-
sent constituencies every elector of which
would he glad to see that prohibition
removed.

A MEMBER: Hear, hear. So would
we.

Hon. W. H. JAMES :If the hon.
gentleman who is the leader of the
Government desired to secure popularity,
all he had to do was, by a stroke of the
pen, to remove the prohibition and restric-
tion. That would have given him enor-
mous popularity in the constituencies
returning members sitting on this side of
the House. I think when members sit-
ting on the opposite side attack the
Administration in connection with the
apple question, they overlook this, that
had the Premier desired to secure popu-
larity he could have secured it far
more promptly and effectively than by
his present action-action which lie has
taken for the protection of the fruit-
grower, and through which he has
gained more unpopularity from his own
supporters, the members who now are
supporting his Government, than he has
gained popularity froin the other side.
I do hope that members on that side
of the House, in a spirit of fairness,
will recognise that these restrictions
are all adverse to the inclinations of the
great majority of the electors represented
on this side of the House. Now in
regard to the immigration question, which
is involved in the policy set out in the
Speech, I want to express my disagree-
ment with the views put forward by the
member for Subiaco (Mr. Daglish). I
do not believe that we shall succeed in
getting for this State an, immigration of
farm labourers if we are restricted to the
old country; nor do I believe that we
have in our present condition of affairs a
sufficient number of labouring men to
supply the wants of the farming commu-
nity. It is a fact that most men would
almost rather starve in the towns than go
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into the country. If a man has been
brought up in a town, has been living in
a town, and especially in a mining town,
it is only the direst necessity that drives
him to the country. He does not go of
his own choice. Such men have no
inclination for farming life, and if they
do under stress of necessity go into the
country, they sooner or later drift back to
the cities. The difficulty we have to fare
is that there is a great stringency in the
market for agricultural labour now; and
how is it to be overcome ?

A MEMBER! Pay the men decently.
MR. JACOPY :They get 7s. now.
HoK. W. H. JAMES: All through the

world you do not find the agricultural
labourer being paid on anything like the
same scalp as the town labourer. Let us
hope that the time will come when the
farmer will have his labour-saving
appliances to the same extent to which
invention has supplied them to other
industries, so that he wvill be able to do
with fewer hands, receiving bigger pay
and working- shorter hours. In the
meantime, while hoping and praying for
this improved state of.- affauirs, we are
faced with the fact that our farmers are
clamnouring, and rightly' I think, that
the stringency is such that the Govern-
ment ought to make some effort to
relieve it. I yield to no man in point of
attachment to the old countryv. but there
is just as great a difficulty in the country
districts in the old land as we find here.
If you go there you do not go to a
market where you will find the men you
want. Now, personally, I have a strong
sympathy in favour of Scandinavians.
Wherever I have fallen across Nor-
wegians or Swedes, I have found that
they make admirable colonists. They
seem to lose their nationality soon, and
become incorporated with the people of
their adopted country very quickly.

A MEMBER: What about Boers?
HoN. W. H. JAMES: If I were

dealing with this question I should
certainly be inclined to see whether
labourers could not be obtained from
those countries, Sweden and Norway;
but the question has to be dealt with,
and the sooner it is dealt with the better.
The farmers have just round of com-
plaint when they cannot obtain sufficient
labour. I very much regret having
detained the House so long. ("No. no.")

I regret that I cannot on the floor of this
House assume that - judicial attitude
which I should like to assume. In Con-
nection with political matters I feel very
strongly and speak strongly, but I do
draw a distinction between political
sympathies and political war, and
personal sympathies and personal feeling.
While I attack in the House men whose
actions I consider politically deserving, of
attack, I do not wish that my action
should in any degree interfere with per-
sonal friendship. I shall have the utmost
pleasure in supporting the present Gov-
ernmient; not because, as the member for
Subiaco (Mr. Daglish) suggests. I have
been boughbt with an honorary portfolio:
I shall have pleasure in supporting them
because I believe we have holding port-
folios in this Oabinet men honestly desir-
ous of doing their duty. They have placed
before you a policy at whichi you cannot
cavil, in which you can find no fault. It
is not a policy of extreme views; not a
policy based on the idea that it shall be
like a drag-net, covering everybody; not
a revolutionary policy; hut a fair and
moderate policy. I have a right to expect
that a majority of the House will support
such a policy, and give to the present
Administration a fair and loyal support.
In the past we have had Sir John Forrest
as our Premier. He has been the domin-
ating influence in the Ministry. It has
been a case of Sir John Forrest. first and
the rest nowhere. Infact, lam right insay-
ing that he was the Ministry. He has lef t
us now, and left behind him a record of
magnificent work. But now he is gone.
I pnt it to members on that side of the
House, those who sit on the front Oppo-
sition benches are just as much untried
as weare. The member for the Williams
(Hon. F. H. Piesse) was never in office
away from Sir John Forrest, and the
member for Northami for only about two
months. He had no longer an inde-
pendent existence than we have bad.
Now, where you have two competing
parties led by equally inexperienced
men, what can you do but follow the
constitutional usage, and see that the
King's Government shall be carried on ?
I trust that by giving the Govern-
ment a sufficient working majority, the
House will secure that whatever Bills
may he introduced shall be brought in
by a Government not only strong in
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conviction, but brought in by a Govern-
ment which feels that it has behind it a
majority of members of this House. I
do hope that isupport will be given, I do
hope that this change will occur, and that
the House will accord the Government
that support which alone is consistent
with political usage. If the majority
remain on the other side of the House,
then I ask hon. members to attack this
Government, then I ask them to see that
the power of this House rests with the
majority, and not with a mere mi~nority.

At 6-28 o'clock, the SPE:AKER left the
Chair.

At 7-30, Chair resumed.

MR. W. J. GEORGE (Murray): I
wish to adid to what has been said by
other members my congratulations to
you, Mr. Speaker, on your election to the
honourable position you now hold, and I
can do so with perhaps more weight, at
any rate from my side, from th4 fact
that during the seven years I have ben
a member of this House I have received
from you a generous forbearance on
many occasions, which I believe has
generated in myself ani affectionate re-
spect. I also think it would be unfittIng
if I did not make some reference tthe
loss ustained by this Assembly an~d the
country in the death of the late member
for West Kimberley (Mr. A. Forrest).
I tender my sympathy to his family in
common with all of us, and perhaps more
strongly because only a fortnight before
his death, he and I had kreed to shake
hands over at dispute which arose between
us last session; and now he has gone, I
feel at any rate that the shaking hands
with him hats taken away what otherwise
would have been a sting that would 1h ye
lasted for the rest of my life. ,Beforl
proceed to deal generally with the Spee h
placed before us by His Excellency, I
crave leave for a moment to address a
few remarks to this House and by means
of the Press to a great number of men
who are at present enpaged in consider-
ing a position which,j unless it is met
with a fair amount of consideration on
both sides, may spell incalculable harm
to every industr 'y of this State and every
portion of His Majesty's Government.

I am referring to the question which we
know now as the railway trouble; and
although perhaps it may by some~pol
be considered alittle out of place atfhepre-
sent time, I think there is nothing before
the country whichisof so much importance
as that subject on which I shall occupy.
the time of the House for afI.-w moments.'
I have nothing to say, at thij juncture at
at any rate, as to the rights or wrongs
of either side upon the question in
dispute, but T hope t6 be able to give
utterance to a few words which per-
haps may have some weight in this
Chamber, and I hop otside , in refei-.
ence to the situation~ which we find
ourselves placed. Tliere is a dispute
between the authorities of the Railway
Department and a certain section of men
who are employed. That dispute could
be, should be, and ought to be settled by
means which have ben offered by the
Commissioner of Railways. To my sinj
that gentleman has taken an attitude in
connection with this matter in which be
endeavours to be as just as it is possible
for any man to be, who occupies an

I mportant position, concerning the liveli-
hood and the convenience of the wholes
State. The latest phase I have to, deal'
with is the fact that this gentleman has
offered what is perhaps the most fair
way to meet the question. He has
offered to consent to the formation of a
board of what I cannot call otherwise
than investigation and conciliation, and
it is conciliation which is required at
thj present moment. It was a situation
such as we have now before us that was
the main factor in the passing of the
Arbitration and Conciliation Act last
session. I do not say the Act is
incapable of improvement, that it does
uqt require amendment, but I assert that
itjwas placed on the statute book of this
country with the object of preventing
disastrous strikes such as we are threat-
ened with, the intention being that when
industrial disputes came about in this
State. at any rate efforts should be
made to settle them not by bossing,
either by th$ men or by the authorities,
but that absolute fairness and couciliation
should be displayed so that neither the
men's interests nor the interests of this
great State shouald suffer in the slightest
degree. That I am right in taking this
view is proved by the attitude adopted by
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those gentiemenjin this House who are
known as the labour members. They
have taken their course in connection with
this trouble, a course no doubt to which
their judgment and their experience have
guided them. But the development
which took place last evening, when they
sent forward a circular, signed b yone of
their representatives in the name of the
lot, stating to the men that the course
taken by the Commissioner of Railways
was the right thing, is an honour to
them, and I am glad to welcome them in
this Chamber. I would like, farther, to
say with regardfto those who are the
advisers of tlieje men-whether they
appear on the pages of printed news-
papers, or whether they are their elected
leadlers-it is for them to consider not
merely that the inconvenience of the great
bulk 9 f the pcople of th is State will bean
aid tftheni to get their terms, but also to
consider whether the course they are
pursuing, if it should result in a general
strike, will not be the means of throwing
out of employment thousands of men in
t'iis country who can ill afford it. I
know, bridging it dowijlto my own little
concern, it was only by an accident this
week that I had not to pay off every man
engaged in my works; not on account of
a shortage of work nor a shortage of
wages, and not in conseque ce of any
dispute-fm' thank God I hav ever had
that yet-but simply because te material
needed to allow these men to continue
their employment was liable to be locked
uip in Fremantle. That is only one
instance, perhaps a small one amongst a
number; and far away fromt my tem-
porary inconvenience and that of the
menj-whoni I am representing in this
Houle, is the fact that as far as the great
goldfields* in this State are concerned,
where they do not produce their f,'od
supplies and where the possibility of
having a large storb cannot be reckoned
upon1 we bdve this position staring us
righflin the face, that unless the works
can le can ied on, the people on the gold-
fields will be at a serious inconvenience
with regard to their food. If I may be
permitted to appeal to any section of
the community, if my words will have
any weight with them, + ould say, " You
have no right to threaten the livelihood
and the occupation of tlie people of this
State because You have a small dispute,

and to refuse reasonable and just means
to obtain a settlement.' If the Premier
would not Consider mne impertinent in the
matter, I would liki hiin this evening to
ask for an, expression of the House on
the subject; and though we on this side
of the House may differ from him on
some points, there is no point we can
differ upon when we have to consider the

Iinterests of the great bulk of this State
being set at nought by soinff few men,
who perhaps have not had the full eir-
cumstances of the case put before them.
For myself-and I believe I am speak-
ig for those on each side of me--
we are prepared to support th~ Gov-
ernment in tiny loyal mnea sure Iwhich
is necessary to conserve the true interests
of the country in this matter. To
come back to the matter that has been
debated in this Hlouse, many of the
members and several on this side hiave
been asked to justify them selves in regard
to their elaetion pledges and whenf they
sit.. Although I have not been pafitent-
larly named by any hon. gentleman, I am
prepared in this House to give the answer
as to my election pledges, which I refuse
to all outsiders except my own con-
stituents. I anm not noted jor bating
about the bush.; I have bee all my life
a man fbr direct measures; and what I
say I anm generally prepared to stand by.
The position I took in the last election is
perfectly well known to the present
Colonial Treasurer (Hon. F. Illingworth),
because I told him I was not very eager
to contiuj in parliamentary Life, as it
was interfefing with my business, but
that if 1 dlid come up and did obtain
election I should probably be found in
opposition to him wherever he might he.
I felt then that the time might come
when a distinct party of one, which had
been in this House seven years, might
have to merge itself into a6 large body;
not because I thought the principles
advocated by the party of one were less
true or less needed now, but because
having served seven years' apprenticeship
in Ibis House, I had found it was posibl
only to speak with one voice and vote
with one vote, and I want to get with
those who may possibly give mue the
strength to carry my views into power
when it comes about. As to election
pledges, the pledges I gave my constit-
uents were these, tha' having kinown ry
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faults and my virtues for seven 'years, if
they thought 1 was fit to represent them
let them put me in, and if they did not
think so, let them put in the other am.
I told them I thought the Throssell
Government was simply holding office in
aa fnterregnuin; that it would be the
duty of the new Parliament to select the
strongest men they could to form abinistry
for carrying on the affairs of the country,
and that when formed by the united
voice of the House, it would be the duty
of nmemnbers to givjto those Ministers
their assistance in carrying out the things
required by the country. These were
the election pledges I made; and when I
go from them it will be time enough for
newspapers, with malicious inaccuracy,
to accuse me of doing that which they do
themselves every day. It said I'was
desirous of seeing a change of Govern-
ment. It does not always come to men
in their lives to see their desires carried
out; but I do see bow an exact change of
Government, and I am glad those gentle.
men are on the Ministerial benches for
this reaso4 especially, that I would like
them to ge at the pigeon-holes of the
late Administration, and see whether it
wasright or wrong iu what it did. lam
equally desirous that those gentlemen
having attained to this positioxi. if there
is anything in the pigeon-holes that will
assist them, they should let us kow
exactly what the late Government did.
I want, this, not out of a morbid curi-
osity, but because I would like it to be
understood either that the late Admnin,-
tration was absolutely corrupt, or else
that we who thought they were or
differed froinithiem have been suffering
under a inisIpprehension. I am not
desirous to besmirch the escutcheon of
the lion. gentlemen who have occupied
those posP 'iions before; but Ilam desirous
that the cloud of suspicion shall be either
firmly rivetted on their shielsi or be dis-
pelled, so that we may knowj the atmos-
phere is pure. We have had not only in the
House this afternoon, but also outside, a
certain amount of criticism in regard
to the position of parties. We have
been told by the Minister without port-
forlio (Hon. W. H. James), who possjbly
has been appointed to that position so
that he might carry on what 1 may term
&rguerilla warfare--

A. MEMBER: Another De Wet.

MR. GEORGE: No; not De Wet-he
was a worker. Hie was never member for
East Perth, We are told the party
sitting opposite, now tlx Government
party, have a 'majority oi votes in this
country. How that can be taken seri-
ously I do not know. I do not believe
those gentlemen who mouth it so. glibly
really mean it. I take it to be another
example of the admirable art of pr-ac-
tising bluff which distinguish d that
gentleman when he was sittin4 on this
(Opposition) side.

110N. W. H. JAMES: What about
your leader, who admitted the factF

MR. GEORGE: I never go hack on
my leader. What is the position of the
House? T will take the figures from that
model of accuracy, the MJorning Herald,
At distinguished intellectual journal pub-
lisbe4in Perth, Western Australia. I
find ffat it was stated in that journal
in cold print, and therefore it must be
true, that there were 21 members sitting
on the Government side.. At the time
these figures were printed, that was cor-
rect; and the 21 members, it wvj stated,
represent 52,516 voters ; but the admir-
able gentleman who compiled these
figures allowed his desire to go farther
than his cool sense would have dictated,
for he included in the 21 members the six
other members who now o-natnent'the
back benches, I mean th4Labour party.
It is said the Labour party represent
25,492 votes; but the Labour party, if I
understand it aright, were not returned
to this House to supporteor to oppose the
Government on pure political grounds.
If I undejstand the position aright with
regard t ithe Labour party, their busi-
ness is to represent their constituents,
who are not only in the districts repre-
sented by those members, but all those in
the country belonging to, what is gene-
rally called the Labour party. I under-
stand that on their platfqrm, as printed,
and a copy of which wajen to8 ebMr. Croft-- -f~ o eb

A MEMBER: Sent to you by mistake,
I should think.

Mu. GEORGE: They represent 25,492
votes. That leaves the Government in
the position of an Administration having
15 direct supporters, representing 27,000
voters in the eountry.1 W4e on this (Oppq-
sition) side are stated by the same
journal to be 27 in number, represent-
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ing 36,000 voters in the country; and
I make bold to say that, as far as
that is concerned, we have the right to
consider we represent the majoritki in the
country as compared with our Triends
now on the Ministerial side. The
member for Albany, in his speech on
the Address-in-reply and referring to the
redistribution of seats, said he hoped it
wouldtbe done not on a population basis
and not- for centralisation, but thatlall
interests and all industries in the State
would be considered. I ask, are theme no
industries represented by hon. members
sitting on this side of the House?2

A MEMBER: Yes; the apple industry.
MR. GEORGE:- The apple industry!

I do not know wh herl the hion. membe r
really knows whaj -an apple is. If he
doe%, I am certain he will support the
native apple industry far in excess of the
imported apple industry, which latter is
sought to be introduced into this State
in the interests of persons whom I will
not name. That shows the numbers of
partiej both as to votes in this House
and as~ar as the support of the country
is at their back. With regard to the
attitude of the party now on the Opposi-
tion side, speaking for myself, and I
believe my views are in accord with
certainly the majority if riotitlie whole of
this party, we are not playikg the game
of " ins " and " outs." Were we to
respond to the challenge that has been
thrown out by the mover and seconder of
the Address, and which has been flaunted
before us this evening by one Minister
like a red ragj before a. bull,. we would
have to respond to it probably in. the
absence of that Minister, who, has
apparently been glued to his seat on this
occasion by the fact that be is an
honorary Minister without portfolio.
The Ministry of the day, I mean those
Ministers who have portfolios, have not
yet spoken; therefo e I refuse to believe
itiat the member for East Perth, in his
injudicious utterances this evening, is a
rdflex of the Cabinet or of His Majesty's
Government. I know the modesty of the
new honorary Minister is so great that
the only way which 3tey could have
toned him down witth common sense
would have been to give him an offce
with a portfolio, and sandwich him in
between substantial men on the front
Ministerial bench. The Premier has

not yet given us his views in. this
House, but he 'will do 'so this evening;
and! it has been left to those who are
desftous of discovering what hie intends
to do, to peruse the report of the policy

i speech which he delivered in the Queen's
Hall. I noticed that he there uttered the
words which have shnipk been echoed in
a moie. feeble way b htose who have
spoken on the GoveriEient side in this
debate, when -he said

I expect to bo challenged, and I will do
nothing to: pre vent my opponents from making
an assault on my Administration at the earliest
moment.

That is ai fai r challenge, given in a fai r and
'nanlyfiay; and when we (Opposition)
want fo take up (his challenge we will
take it up, not at the dictation of the
member for East Perth (Hon. W. H.
Jamea), but at such a time as we consider
convenient. Not only did that Von.
gentleman give out his challenge, buj be
also uttered what I consider a significant
word at the end of his speech on the
question of dissolution. We have been
told, perhaps not so much in this House,
but certainly out of it, and by the intelli-
gent Press as represented by the Morning
Herald, that the Premieijwill ask for a
dissolution. Yet on refrring to the

Ireport of that gentleman's speech in the
Queen's Hall, I find he said, speaking

I of the amendment of the Constitu-
Ition :

I do not think we shall propose that alter-
at ion during the first 'session, becausemx
important amendmntn of that de..cript io
would necuessitate a dissolution, and I do not~
think menmbers would care to vote for an
unmhediate dissolution.

We are certainly under the impression
that he must ha~ve been under, because
the Mornig Herald said so--he must
have been under the impression that he
would have an absolute majoritj in this
House ; therefore the bogey of alissolu-
tion can be nicely and quiet ly put on one

iside. Now, with regard to the finances
of the Statte, I have gathiered a great
amount of satisfaction fromn the speeches
which have been delivered by the hon.
the Premier and the lion. th4 Colonial
Treasurer; and I am going tJ read to
the House just a few words uttered by
the Premier which carried a great amount

of satisfaction to nay mind with. regard to
the finances of this State. We shall
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await with considerable-I will not say
anxiety, perhaps I mal say pleasure-
farther itatements in tbe same strain.
The Premier said:

There~ will bee deficit, but I repeat again that
there is no cause for alarm, because so sound
is the financial condition and so hopeful are
the prospects of the country that when amy
difficulty occurs welare able to make satis-
factory arrangementi.

" We are able to make Satisfactory
arrangements." The point I will make
from the statement of the. Premier is that,
great as may have been the faults of the
late administration, what they have left
behind them could not have been so bad4
otherwise the holl. the Premier Would not
be able to make his satisfactory arrange-
ments with regard to finance. Becauselam.
not willing to believe that there is so much
difference in the methods of men when
they are dealing with finance, as to think
that a heaven-bornl financieijhas taken his
seat on that side to find things in a fearful
muddle, and after a few days has been
able to say that there is no cause for
alarm. I may say this, for the purpose
of making the minds of beol. members
easy. M~y own mind has beenjmnade easy;
and I wish to impart that calm and
pleasure which I feel to other hion, mem-
bers who have not perhaps viewed the
matter in that way. Referring to the
proposed loan of five millions, the same
gentleman said :-" I assure you that we
have no fear but thaj wve can meet the
liabilities and that we shall be able to
finance even this large sum of money.
We have a grand revenue; we have no
cause whatever for alarm; and we have
sufficient to adiniister the affairs of the
State with 4ue economy." I congratulate
the honl. th Premier on finding the con-
dition of thngs so pleasant and satis-
factory. Now with regard to the railways.
The Speech which is laid before us con-
tains a reference to the railways, and the
mover of the Address-in-reply% made use
of words somewbt *sa to these-hie
believed thle profit a rising from the rail-

ways should be ai wni in giving -extra

railway facilities; and the words used
by the bell. the Premier were these:
" We do not want to make them (thle
railways) a g~at revenue - producing
system. Instead of returning actual cash
to the treasury chest, a reduction, of
freightkand greater facilities will be more

to the interest of the general public, ana
we consider that it is necessary to hav~e a
revision of the railway rates." I say that
the principle enunciated there is fair. But
while I admit so much, I want to impress,
if Ilcan, on the heln. gentleman who will

fa to deal with this matter, that history
repeats itself, even with regard to Govern-
ment railways. As in the old times in
Egypt it was necessary in the seven fal
years to make provision for thj seven
lean years, so with freights and] profits
made on the railways: while it is desir-
able to give all the facilities we possibly
Can, Still We must remember that lean
years will come to Western Australia ju~l
ais they have come to the railways of the
other States. What I amn not desirous
of seeing is that hile we have prosperity
in regard to ourrailway matters, ratei
shall be lowered so much that, when tli(
inevitable falling off of revenue comes
there will have to be in the had times firsi
a raising of rates, and secondly a lowerinfi
of the wages of the men employed1 Fol
the waged that 'can be paid on th(
railways, as in all other concerns
must be governed by the circumstanc(
whether the labour produces the money tc
pay themi or not. If the railway revensit
decreases, as it will do and musk dc
in the course of time, unless Tate arc
raised to a big figure, which the coultr3
may not be able to stand, and whiui
reacts on the working luau inevitably in
the cost of his food on the fields, ther
wages will have to come down. I do nui
believj inU lowering wages. My idlea ol
wage- isito give a man a fair wage, and 1
hope It will be a long time tbefore ye'.
will have to make your profits' by grind.
ing down and lowering the wvages of youi
men. This is the principle I have always
adopted, and I believe Chat wvhatevei
success Tjhave had -in connection with
managing works in this State is 'tue tc
thefact thatlI have been fortunate enougl
to find employers who have' been gen-a-.
ous enough to trust mie in regard to tht
question of Wages. -Then, again, as
reg -dIs a gentleman who Sits on this
aidj of the House, iny friend Mr
Thrflssell, I And that, so far as he ik
concerned, there seems to be one general
consensus of opinion with respect to him
and his administration. For, takingi
always the highest authority that I
possibly could obtain, [take the authoriti
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of my frientjhe Premier, and I find he
states:

Out la~nd policy will not be a departure from
that of Mr. Throsell-
As a proof that I arm right in my con-
tention with regard to Mr. Throssell, we
find that these word s of the Premier were
cheered to the echo in thjgreat meetig
in the Queen's Hall :
to whum I desire to pay the public compli-
mnent that I believe hint to be the most able
administrator of the Lands Department the
colony has had.
We arc told that the present Minister of
Lands will follow the same lines, and
adm-inister und4he same conditions as
those which were s, successfully inaugu-
rated and carried on for some timne by the
hon, member who allows rue at any rate
to sit on his left hand. Therefore, taking
all in_ all, we find that the state of the
fintances is siuisfaetory, we find thaithe
lands policy is approved of. Then we
have to find out, and I suppose we shall
find out in the course of this debate or a
little later, what there is or has been
wrong in the other departments of the
State. I appeal to hon. members who
areloccupying the Treasury benchbes at
thi~ juncture to let the House and let the
country know exactly how they have
found things. If there is anything that
will not bear the light, let us know about
it. If, on -the other hand, they have
found that the responsibility of office%
brings -with it not only the opportunity for
investigation, but also the opportunity
for dispelling the doubts which they
had, then I ask them, to stand up in
this House and let us, know exactly
how they find thiings. They will nut lose.
votes, but they will gain respect. 4hey
state that they have been mistaken and
tell the House and the country exactly
what the position of affairs is.

THKE PRExmR What we want to
know is, what objection you have to usP

MaR. GEORGE: I am going to tell. you
that directly.1 have not the slightest
objection tiyou, except that you sit on
that side of the House.

THEg COMMISSIONERn OF RAILWAYS:
Politically, not personally.

Ma. GEORGE:- So far as the Corn-
nmissioner of Railways is concerned, -I
feel honoured if he will allow me to class
him as one of mny personal friends. As
for being a politicajenenmy of his, I do

not think he will give me occasion. to be
that either. If I differ from his opinions,
it will be simply owing to the general
character of men. All men differ. It is
not necessary to be a, man's enemy in
order to sitlinjopposition to him or to
differ from his views. Now the member
for Al bany-the matter is also mentioned
in the Speech-made use of words which
I very much regret. Hie mnade use of
words implying that it was necessary to
reconcile the farmers and the people
on thee goldfields. Now, I know a
good deal about the farmers; I repre-
sent a constituency which has, I believe,
an absolute majority of farmers, with
their wives, and families, so far as the
number of in habitants is concerned. I
know any number of tarmers in this
State, and also a great i portion of the
goldfields population of 1his State. So
far as I am able to judge-it is only my
opinion-the antipathy with which the
goldfields have seemed to view the coastal
districts 'has been fanned by the Kal-
goorlie Miner aud papers of that sort, and
is not indorsedj by the great majority of
the people on the fields. The Minister
for Mines will remember a meeting held
at Menzies some three -Years ago, in the
cowrse of which I stated that the farmers
on the coast, at any rate, had no anti-
pathy to the goldfiefls, that they rejoicelt
that the people on thle fields had come f
the colony. I assure you, if there. should
be any difference between them, it is only
necessary to explain it as we do in the
case of our personal differences. We
should not allow a feeling of bitterness to
be engenderej either for the purpose of
increasing the circulation of a newspaper
or of farthering the aspirations of ;t few
ambitious inen. Now, there have been
uttered during this debate words which
have cast the reproach, as it were, on
farmers of not doing their duty.
But nobody knows better tha those
who have been in this State dur-
ing the last 10 or 12 years that
it was absolutely foolish for the farmer,
nntil a -few years back, either to
increase his holding or his cultivation.
I know that in the district which I have
the honor~r to ropresentfruit was fed to
the pigs because there vlas no means of
getting it to market. There are parts of
my district now-Marradong-w here the
farmers grow any quantity of f ruit and
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are oblized to throw it to the pigs and
cattle becuse they callnot get it to
marke~wing to want of railway facilities.
During the last few years the farmers of
this State who have seen how the
country has progressed, and who have
had facilities placed at their doors fqr
bringing their goods to market, have
taken heart of grace and have- opened
and cleared theirfiland, ploughed and
cultivated it , sow,? it, put in fruit trees,
and so forth; and these people have
risen, are rising, and will continue to
rise, and will be able not only to keep
the country in food, but to export largely
as well. Now there is the question oj
the apples. It has beeu mentioned bry
my friend-I hope I may call him my
friend-the member for East Perth that
this Government is not too much to
blame with regard to the apple question,
because federation has finally settled that
question.

MR. JAMES: I see no caus4 for blame
at all.

Ma. GEORGE: The member for East
Perth used words to the effect that if
there was any feeling of grievance or
soreness-perhaps that is the better way
to put it-on the part of the representa-
tives of the farmers in regard to the
apple questionjlit was to be remembered
that this Govefanent had merely antici-
pated the action which must inevitably
resulIt f rom federation.

A MBEBR: Why not have given us
a little longer ?

MR. GEORGE: That is to say, while
we can stop diseased apples or diseased
pears from coming into this country,
unde~ederation we cannot stop good and
sound'fruit from coming in. Well, that
being so-and I believe the view is
correct, as my friend the member for
Claremont tells us that such is the law-
then I say this Government wWj not of
course receive-at any rate w4will not
allow them if they wvant to clrn-anry
kudos which may attach to this apple
business. As far as wve are concerned,
the idea, of throwving out the Government
on the apple question, making that a
question to go t2 thelcountron with an
apple stuck on a4 tik sain Will You
have it or not. ?'-that idea is simply
ridiculous. We will leave the Govern-
menit to eat the apple of discord amongst
themselves. Now, there has been omitted

from the Governor's Speech an important
matter affecting the South - Western
district--not only my own constituency,
but alsoj eleetorateg represented by
other gentlemen; and that is the ques-
tion bf the drainage of the Sonth-
Western district. That district I ranke
bold to say -even although on this
muatter I shall not be in accord with
my hon. friend the memlber for Northami
-coptains the best agricultural land
that~ there is in this State, only unfor-
tunately, we have too much water. Now
the hon. the Premier in his Queen's
Hall speech stated this :- We shall dc
what we can to develop the lands of thf
South-West of this colony by a corn-
prelensive s 'ystem of drainage ;" and he
saidhie knewthat at Pinjarra and South ol
Pinijarra, there were large areas of ground
which simply. needed drainage to becomec
productive at once. I thank the hon.
gentleman for his mention of the matter
intliatspieeh. I wish hehiad putitin the
Governor's Speech, f6i itj would have
constituted another item of congratulation
and bound him to my very soul. I notice
by the Governor's Speech that the
Roads Act is to be amended. I think
that is a matter which can be very well
attended to this session. There is great
need for it, too.t When the Act comes
next before the House, I shall try to
interest hon. members for a few moments
with regard to the inequalities of power
uinder that Act as regards rating. ThE
other matters which find- a place in 'the
Speech will be debated I presume,
unless the Government los4 heart of
grace and commit the happy dispatch
by resigning. I hope they will not,
so that these matters may be debated,
in their proper time. i notice that
there is to be a B3ill to validate the
Acts of last session, and I shall look for-
ward wvith somej considerable expectancy
to see what Acfh o'f last session require
validation. I hope that hon. members
who were members of the late Parlia-
mnent will also bear in mind the necessity
that will be brought to out- notice for
validating these Acts. If they should
not be validated, well I dA not know
what will happen. It will 'be for our
hon. friends opposite to tell us that. I
do not know that I have anything more
to say in connection *ith this mratter.
It is not a question of trying to badger
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the Government, on my. part at any ratej
I ask them to accept this assurance from
me- the Ministry can take it as they
please-that if I am at all a juidge of the
feeling on this side df the House, we all
of us are desirous that His Majesty's
Govprnment shall continue, if only to
givf our friends opposite an opportunity
of showing what. they are made of, and of
showing that they know something of the
work, and that the y are learning their
trade as apprentices; and if it should
happen in the course of time-we never
know what may happen-that there cornesl
a transference from the other side to
this, the Opposition in those circum-
stances will be in a better position than
any Opposition has been in before.

TEE COMMISSIO~NER OF RAILWAYS:
When things have been straightened by

US.
MR. GEORGE: The Commissioner of

Railways says " when things have been

straightened " byjhem. I say the Gov-
ernment are on 'their trial, 'and when
things have been straightened by them--

A MEMBER: Chuck them out!.
Ma. GEORGE: No, not "chuck them

out," but give them the reward of their
labour by allowing -them to continue in
office. I would not give them restjnot
even " where the wicked cease from
troubling" will we give them rest. But
what we will do is to give them the
reward of their labour, and I say unhesi-
tatingly that if the gentlemen who occupy
those benches discharge the duties with

crled* to themselves Sad the country,
theyj should be allowed to~ continue to
enjoy the positions they hold. If, on the..
other hand, I find the adminfistration
of His Majesty's Government is not
such as deserves suipport, 'l shall do my
best to sling them out. If the labourer
is worthy of big hire, let hint havjlthe
reward of it. The Premier said:

All I wvant is to be given a fair trial, and if
on that trial I and my colleagues are found
wanting, it will lie the duty as well as the
privilege of our opponents to dismiss us from
office.

I echo that.j We are prepared to give
himi and his colleagues a fair trial. Make
no mistake about this: we are not only
prepared to give him a fair trial in con-.
nection with that trouble to which I have
referred, but to give him all the support
and strength our position i 1 tis Legis-

lature will eniable us to do. In the time
of the crisis of the nation, petty matters
must be swept on one side. The needs,
wants, requirements, and convenience of
the State must take precedence without
a single bit of hesitatncy over any little
trivial matters such as thej4question of
'ins " and " outs " 6f the Government.

TEE PREMIER (Hon. G. Thake,
K.O.) : Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the
encouragement which I have had both
inside and outside this House, and it now
devolves upon me to say a word or
two in far they enunciation of the Govern-
ment policy.3 tit has been said by muy
friend the. lealler of the Opposition that
the Ministry are not a happy famuily; but
perhaps we are the best judges of our
own personal feelings, and, if it will
interest him at all to know it, there is a
degree of amicability aboutl ourselves
which we think did not always exist
amongst those whbo previously occupied
these benches. However, we accept the
position, and we will do our best to mind,
our own personal affairs and to conduct
the business of the country, and time
alonle will shlow whether we are able to~
do thatwell. I have purposely refrained,k
both in the speech which I made in the
Quee'as Hall and also in the Governor's
Address with which lie opened Parlia.
zuent, from casting, any reflection upon
the past Acdministration. 1 do not desire
this eveningr to depart from that line
of conductl There will be abundant time
for me to take up that line when I am
attacked myself by the remnants of that
old party. Whether that is to come
sooner or later I do not know. Several
speakers from the other side of the
House have deprecated a circumstanee
ivb ic~they Say existed-an event, perhaps
-naiffely. that a threat was used by one
or two speakers about an impending dis-
solution. As I understood those speeches
I did Hot think there was any threat of
that kind. If there was, it was not
prom ted by myself. I am - quite

aajof thiis, thiat for me in my
prsit position to hold out in this

House anything like a threat of a
dissolution in order to induce-members
to vote for me. would -be grossly and
constitution~ally improper. I trust I

komywork beqer than to adopt such
tacicsas those. Ijwill say, however, that
if members on bofh sides of the House
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desire a dissolution, I am perfectly pre-
pared, personally, to go to the country.
There was undoubtedly a challenge throw~n
down by may friend, 046e of the* members
for Perth.

A MEMBER:- East Perth
Tnus PREMIER : Well, it 4,ndorsed

by the other member I refer to; and
whilst members on that side of the House
think fit to extend their very gracious6
patronage to me and to my Ministry, I
desire to tell them at once that I do not
want it. If I cannot deserve the supports
of members in this House, I shalt not beg
for it on my knees. I shall endeavour to
deserve the respect of members, and not
beg for mercy. I am prepared to indorse
the remarks of my friend the member for
East Perth (Hon. W. H..Jamaes), and to
sayhat the challenge is ready whenever
ine hiers opposite desire to test their
strength. It can come to-night, if they
like, and I say the sooner the better; aind,
moreover, it can be understood that I will
not occupy this position with the sword
of Damnocles hanging over my head, Ot
thread to be cut by members opposite at7
their sweet will, If they do not desii-e to
move a vote of no-confidence in this
Ministry, I cannot, of course, force from
them their reasons; but I am going to
know how I stand here, and the country
has gojto know it too, and I can say this,
that it is possible, although perhaps it may
be an unusual course, for a member on thisI
side of the House who cannot move a
motion of no-confidence, to move that
the House has confidence in this
Ministry.

Ho-;. 4 H. PLESSE: Move iL.
THE PREMIER: We can get a division

on that, and then we wil[ know who are
the straight-out Oppositionists. I c-an
assure members that I am not going to
occupy these benches at the will of a few
individuals, and I do not thank any
member on that side of the House whol
tries to pat me on the back and patronise
me. I would rather be fought me.. There
has been an alteration during the last
twelve months or two years in our
method of returning members. That is
to say, we are novidependent to a certain
extent on the we de 's franchise. Some
members (OI the other side of the House
may owe their seats to that extension of
the franchise. The fact may, perhaps,
have made them timorous. When members

opposite tell in% they, are going to give
me ashow, and3o forth, T do not thank
them, and perh4s I dobbttheirsincerity,
because 1 do not forget that before this
House met some of those who are now
sitting opposite to me assured me of
their support.

MR. Mf. H. JAcoar: Name them.
THn FRE)MI.ER: Perhaps ho4v metn-

hers didfnot hear what I. said. I said
that before the House met, some of those
now opposite to me assured me of their
support. Members have ventured to
criticise the (3overuor's'Speech and the
policy of the Government. I have no
particular comptai 1 t tS mke with regard
to those 'speeches, xc'p)Mt tat there has
been some difficu fy to determine their
line of criticism, or, if I happened to find
the tine, to weigh the criticism or attri-
bute toit any value. There is one gentle-
man whom I desire most heartily to thank
for the observations which have been
wade du "ingtis debate, and for what I
believe to have been possibly the uncon-
scious Support which he has given to me.
I refer to the member f~r the Williams,
the leader of thie Opposition (Ron. F. H.
Piesse); and if that hon. member is not
prepared to- advance to the attackj with
somewhat greater force than he has on
this occasion, possibly my rank and file
may beat him. I have, during the last
four or five years, seen deliberate attacks
made on the Treasury benches by a coin-
bination of men who, though' small in
numbers, had perhaps a certaijiegree of
determination and had'I led a phlanx
such as that which I see before me, there
would have been no delay, there would
hare been no mistake about the attack
which would have been made 61n these
benches, and I am only wondering why
it is that the attackjis not now being
made. -V

HON. F. H. PlEasE:; YOU Wanted to
getmi.

THE PREMIER: Ilam in, and I mean
to stay in, and I defy the leader of the
Opposition to p~it me out. I a~m told on
the onv hand that I have enunciated, no
policy,jand On the other hand we are told
that dur policy is the pelicy of the
old Forrest party. [MR. HwnnR:Z Hear,
hear.] The old Forrest party ought to
know, because they are wvtl. represented
on the front Opposition bench. Three
of them were Mliisters, and one was a
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blindl1supporter, whilst another did not
know whether he was blind or not; but I
am glad to think we know now his real
position, and that he no longer sits upon
a. rail speaking one way, and voting
another.

Mn. GEORGE: That is incorrect, so far
as I am concerned, nyhow.

Tnn PREMIER miention no name,
but the hat that I am makinw is big
enough for anybody to wear on that Bide.
What I said was that the, front Opposi-'
tion beach, and: perhaps 1. may say the
two principal Opposition benches, fairly
represent the old Forrest party; (and T am
glad indeea to think the reinlants of
that party are represented by members in
this House, and that we shall still hear,
throughout these debates, the echo of the
old false political sentiments which we,
when on that side, were so accustomed to,
disparage. It is said welhave no policy,
but if the Speech is cardully read one
will see that there is something in it to
discuss. I am told, too, that there is not
enough legislation proposed. I must, in
fairness, ask not only members of Parlia-
mnent lbut the country to remember that
we havjbeen in office only a mouth, and
we hay) accepted our responsibility in
the face of difficulties which very few
Ministries have ever yet been called-upon
to face. [MR. HIGnAM: Hear, hear.]
It was af ter an election which was held
on a policy declared by our opponents.
Conscious of Itheir weakness, they took
advantage of tn opportunity. Whether
that was fair or unfair is not for me to
say, but they abandoned their position.
They rain away, and left it for us to
perform the du ties which they them selves
dreaded; and we have done so, and have
now form ulatedj certain polidv. Judg-
ing from newspaper reports and from
utterances of public men and private
individuals, I have reason to beieve-
wvhether I am right or wrong, I do believe
-that the policy I have enunciated is
acceptable to the people of the coniatry,
and consequently I shall go on in ithe
honest belief that I 'have the country at
my back, although I have not the support
of a. majority in Parliament. It is said
that not enough legislation is, proposed.
I am prepared to admit it, and I want
members Jo understand at once that it is
my desirtat this session of Parliament
shall not' be a lengthy one, because I amn

not prepared with new legislation. I have
not had time to think it out, and I
deprecate the practice which prevailed in
the past of filling this House up with
Bills late in the session, beforemers
had a proper oppdrttuxityof undeftsandang
them, or perhaps of reading them. I
am not going to bring down, if I can help
it, anything like slip-shod legislation,
and I do not propose to bring down
any big reform. I will only bring
down legislation of necessity. )However

deiousl might be of doing so, I could
not bring down new legislation. Why'v?
Because I have no Parliamentary
flraughtsimen. The late Government,
just before they resigned, took away the
two men in the public service who did
that work, ~nd I am left without a proper
staff ; bu t Ijhave made up my in id that
there shall be a proper parliamentary
draughiting staff in this State. I intend
to have properly qualified men, paid an
adequate salary-[MR. GE.ORGE:. Hear,
hear]-who will do the work, and will
prepare for the session Bills jI ring the
recess,- so that immediateji members
meet they mnay get righit away into busi-
ness, and not wait until after two or three
months have elapsed. Again, I want ai
p roper parl iamen tary draugh i ing staff in
Order that our Statutes may he properly
consolidated and examined into, for I
licnestly believe that diretly and in-
dlirectly, if 4 have good, useful parhia-
in en tary draniglitiig, wematy save anything
between .£2,oO0 and £10,000 it year in
the prtinting bill; and in regard to
Parliament and the country generally,
we will have the assurance that our legis-
lation will.be good and soundand that
laws paused in. one -session will Thot 'have
to be tinkered with in the next. It is
curious theirefore that I should be twitted
with not bringing down sufficient legisla-
tion. I admit there is much that is not
before us in the Governor's Speech
which I ishould hav4 liked to refer to.
There are many measures which I know
ought to go forward, but which I confess
I have not had time to consider. As to
this " policy of stagnation," as it is
called, I may say" I repudiate th t.* We
,have no intention of going in Aola policy
of stagnation. If we did -that, it would
mean retrenchment all round. I do want
to see things on a firm and solid basis,
1 do want to know where I stand and
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what I stand on, and I cannot do that
until I know the exact conditiojof t he
finances. Who o-h this side of the House
would support a Loan Bill, if I brought
it down for the construction of new
works ? Who would support a Loan
Bill for the immediate construction of
new works mentioned in the Governor's
Speech? Not a single member-I wouldj
hardly get even a seconder for the Bill,
sad I certainly dare not divide the House
on it. We have got abundant work
before us in attending to tile adininistra-
tion of affairs and in learning our work.
We cannot learn in ten days what it took
other people ten yeardto learn, and at
the end of that time if is not everyone
of those persons who can say he was a
success. We have got quite enough to
do to look after the finances, and to put
the railway system on a pjprfooting.
We have undertaken what Jielieve to be
a reform which is approved, namely the
separation of the Works from the Rail-way Department, That meets with the
approval of even the leader of the
Opposition; and hon. members who do
know the inner workings of those
two departments -will know it is not
possible tjestablisbi those two depart-
mrents on a proper working basis im-
mediately. So far as the policy of
stagnation is concerned, in order to
build the public works which are now
in hand we shall have to spend upwards
of a million a year. That is not had; 1I
do not cal that stagnation;. but if it isI
stagnation, you must not blamne my i
Ministry, but blame your late leader.
We are told, and perhaps there is an
undercurrent of humour in it, that what
little policy there is in the Governor's
Speech ha bee taken from our oppon-
ents Th~e man' whc said that forgot to-
finish his sentence Ir to round it off,
because he might have added that the
former Ministry did in turn take their
policy from us who were then in Opposi-
tion. Where did they ge-t their ideas of
progressive legislatioI,' Who was it
made the suggestion infhe first instance,
of progressive legislaff' mm and reform?
It always came from the Opposition; and,
curiously enough, that which the Govern-
ment had condemned as useless and
stupid in one session, they adopted as
laudable and constitutional and necessary
in the next session. That has been the

history of pazlianentary practic4 since Ir
camte into the House in 1894. 1 ill only
remind bon. members of one or two
measures which were suggested first by
the them Opposition, and condemned by
the then Government, and which were
adopted afterwards by the Government.
Take redistribution of seats, take pay-
ment jof mimbers, take abolition of the
food Duties, take electoral reform, take
women's suffrage: all these came from
the then Opposition side of the House,
and one if not some of those measures
was not. onlsy opposed by the Premier of
the day (Sir John Forrest), but he said

raherlithan that should pass " or
"before 'it should pass, it would have to

be over his dead body." (General
laughter.) Hon. members will recollect
that was the phrase absolutely made use
of from this very chair; but the very
dead-body policy was pushed through the
House b y the hon.I member who had
declaimed against it;1 and it was when we
were advocating these reforms that we,
then on the Opposition side, -were called
" traitors and croakers.' As I say, I am
not going to attack those who have gonb
before. De rlrui, nil nisi bantam. One ortwo remnark 4were mi ade i n a spirit of criti-
cism by ;ny.f iend the leader of the Opposi-
tion (Hon. F. H. Piesse), and I suppose it
wvill only be courteous on my part to
refer to some of his observations. As I
say, I thank him for the excellent sup-
port which I feel% sure I have derived
from his utterances of yeste-rday after-
noon; and I find myself in agreement
with him when hie said it was indiscreet
of the late Premier to refer to the neces-
sity for straightening out the finances.

HON. F. H. PIEVsE I did not &ay
"the late Premier."

THE PREMIER : The hon. member
did say it was indiscreet to refer to
the necesisiry for straightening out the
finances: and we know the gentleman
who used thdse words was the member
for Northam ( Mr. G. Throssell), when
he was Premier, and whose mangUe the
member for the Willianfe hopes wil some
day descend on his shoulders. Ho ever,
indiscreet or not, we thought it was an
excellent remark, because there was so
much apparent truth in it, and such good,
sound, honest advice; and when we
realise that this advice was also given by
another colleague of the member for
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Northam, uamek) the late Mr. Moran- I
(general laughtel)-we realise that we
ought to pay the greatest possible regard
to it, ajdlIam sure it will be our veryI
best endeavour to " straigbteu out the
finances." The task wvill be a difficult
one, but I am glad to know we have an I
admission from the other side of the~l
House that such a work is necessary, and
that a state of affairs exists requiring
this herculean task; and I am moreover
pleased to think that in that difficult
task we shall have, or ought to have, the
assistance of those hon. uiembers~who
formerly assisted in getting the finances
into the muddle in which we find them.
Of course there would he no time, in a
debate of this kind, to give long lists of
figures and details ; but I can promise
that it is not with the idea, of keeping
anythingiback from members that I
refrain d% this moment, because my
friend the Treasurer will take advantage
of the earliest possible moment to refer
at very great length to the finances. I
do not know whether I misunderstood the
member for the Willianms last night.
when he referred to jiflion of Treasury
bills which shodid be redeemed at the
end of this year. Perhaps he did not
make himself clear; but what I thought
hie said was that we need not take these
Treasury bills into account because they'
had been ani~horised. But I say they arie
current, andjhave to be met.

How. F. H. Pixuen: What I said was,
you added that amount to the total
indebtedness of the State, whereas those
Treasury bills had been provided for in.
the amount of the total expenditure for
the year.

THE PREMIER: They had been
anthorised, of course; butjyou cannot
pay Treasury bills by refer g a party to
the Act which authorised the borrow-ing.
I am glad to have the assurance of the
hon. member that I must have taken a
wrong note of what he said.,

Honq F ,H Pius§E - It is a serious
mnatter to miak~ont the expenditure to be
a million too much, and I want that
explained. Itcnnot be explained a;xay.

THE: PREMIER: The 'boa. mnember
also clainis credit for having ordered a
tremendous lot of 'rolling-stock, and
said that in my remarks I bad claimed
credit for ordering that rolling-stocks
Nothing of the kind was said by me, but

we say now, and have said for a long
time past, that the necessities of the
railwayv traffic require the proper equip-
ment of our ratilways, anld it is going to
be one of our chief cares in administra-
tion. What is the juse of our railways
unless properly equipped? We are very
pleased to find there has been a large
order sent forward for rolling-stock ; but
great as that pleasure was, our surprise
was equally great when we found there
was no pro vision to meet the bill. It is,
tru6 thej hon. member says hie and his
colleagu 4 may take 4credit for having
ordered that additional rolling-stock ; hut
we, the new Govern Lent, have got the
trouble of finding the money, and that
is one of the difficulties in7 which we
find ourselvet; consequen Vj we feel
the necessity of going slowl~with regard
to -anything like what has beo called
in the past a " progressive policy,"
namely that of public works known as
the policy of beg, borrow, and steal.
I am not conscious of ever having said I
objected to the railway* s being properly
equipped; although my f riend the memberl
for the Williams tells us that when I
occnpied his distinguished position on
the other side of the House, a position
which I gladly abandoned, I used to
ob~ject to the proper equipment of the
railways. I was delighted to hear that
the late Qovernment kid it in contem-
plation'toistablish a Harbour Trust, and
I am sorry' to think so valuable a sugges-
tion was kept so long in the background,
as I assume it was if the idea was in
contemplation two or three years ago;
but now that it will be deqnitely proposed,
T assume we shall hav4 the support of
members on that side to 'give it practical
effect. There are other matters in con-
nection with this harbour trust which I
am sure will not lead to adverse crniticism
and discussion, and amongst these I may
refer to the question of roperly euip
ping the pilot crew at remantie by
giving them every facil y to visit ships
without personal risk and without any
absolute danger. I desire and am al1ready
taking steps to ascertain whether we can
supply those brave fellows with a proper
steamer, in which they may go out in all
-weathers safely. Reference was inadbs

thought it would be, to the questioof
the importation of fruit. T do not want
th ere to be any mis unde rstaiiding on that
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subject. I have said in my speech in the
Queen's Hall, that the prohibition of the
importatioq of fruit would be removed;
and I rayay now that thle regulations
were finally approved to-day, and will be
published in a day or two. I am glad to
think they will be published so soon after
the meeting of Parliament, because 'hon.
members, if they think fit, may have
themi cancelled at, once. If bon. memberjt
pass a resolutiofi that these fruit regula-
tions should be repealed they will prob-
ably be repealed, but not hr me; aud if
the country thinks it better to revert to
the old system of prohibition, well and
good. Of course, we will h 'y to abideI
by the verdict of this House.3 Oneahon.
member, I think the niue r for the
South-West Mining District, says it was a.
pity these regulations have been r~epealed,
although he also said be was strongly in
favour of their repeal. 1 do not know,
if a thing is necessary and proper_ to be
done, wh4 it should not be done at once.
No goodiwould. come of delay in this
matter, and I do not know that a select
committee to consider this question could
do any more than a conmuittee of thef
whole 'House. Consequently I see no
necessity for referring that question ti
select committee; ard I would like to
remind hon. members that whilst thosie
who represent the apple and pear industry
now clamour so loudly for a select corn-
mittee to inquire into the necessity for
repealing the regulations prohibitingth
importation of ruit, they were very care-
ftii not to dexnandj a select committee
when the prohibitionk was made. That
was not done; those regulations were not
originally framed on the instructions or
suggestions of a select committee of this
House; but it wai done by the Govern-
ment of the day. Now the GJovern menutof
the day, following the course of their
predecessors, though perhaps in a tm-ed
circumstances, think fit to repeal the
prohibition. Hon. members may rest
assured that the best effect will be given
to that repeal, and that fruit will be
admitte here, but we trust under what
safeguards we can properly s~t up.

MR. M. H. JACOBY: %Will YOU
guarantee that?

THE: -PREMIER: We desire that
fruit shall come in, and we desire there
shall be proper inspection at the port of
export; and whether the fruit appears

clean or otherwise, it will be subjected to
certain tests, and ceai precautions wilbe

takn wth egad tit -on its arrival here.
I do not k-now how ?ong the codlin moth
has been in the - Australian States-I
believe for a good long time, some 80 or
40 years; 'but at -any rate yenever
heard of it here befor-e 1887 htlen I
think the regulations priii the
importation of fruit were first passed.
In those days large quantities of apples
used to come into the colony, and that
too without the care and supervision
which we now think ought to be exercised
with regard to their importation.

Ma., WE . SAYxtj In 1889,
Tnn PREMIER: Well, 1889. You

see I have. given you the benefit of two
years.

MuR. SAYEUR: There was no importation
before then, because the colony produced
more than it required.

A. JACOBY. Will you guarantee
clean fruit?

Tup PREMIER: Anuother littl4tatter
was referred to by my friend the leader
of the Opposition (Ron. F, H. Piesse),
and it 'ras to the effect that we claimed
the credit for establishing the cottage
system in asylums and for the purchase
of Whitby. Well, I have never done that
at all. I claim3 'no credit for that.
Everybody knowl' that Whitby Falls
estate was purchased. two or three years
ago. But we are aware of this, that not
much has been done in the way of the sug-
gested. reforms that my friend seems Wb
so keen on. -Well, I 'think myse hat
much good will be7 done l y the chanre of
Government. Without being egotistical,
I am sure we cannot do much moure harmn
than our predecessors; and I hope ewe shall
be conscious of the existence bf -cons ti-
tutional principles, anud avoid as fax'- as
possible the violating on every possible
ocenasoulof every, constitu tional principle
in and tut of Parliament. It is said
there is nothing suggestive of a policy
in the Speech, but I have always under-
stood that questions of policy were
questions of principle. I have already
referred to the fact that we recognise the
necessity for equipping oujrailways; with
rolling-stock:- that is mentoned. Now
I want to read two paragraphs in the
Speech, because these two paragraphs
hare been caref ully avoided by my critics
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up to the present moment. They are
these

Tbe expenditure of moneys beyond the votes
aujborised by Parliament must be discouraged
a n encroacment upon th great cousti-

tfional principle tbt recognises Parliamenit,
and Parliament only, as the body to grant
supplies for public purp6ses.

Provision must necessarily be made for
unforseen expenditure, but Excess Bills
should not include'sums of such magnitude as
those mentioned in B ills -proposed during last
Parliament. I

Nowlit that does not involve a. big con-
stitutTonal 'principle, I should like to
know what does. I do not wonder that
my friends who sit opposite desire to
avoid discussion on that question. Year
after year- when we sat there have we
pointed out the great mistakes, almost
criminal, of he then Administration in
indulging if? this unauthorised expendi-
tare: works begun without the authority
of Parliament, and moneys spent without
the authority of Parliament. That is
one of the great difficulties which we, as
a new Ministry, have to contend with;
and we have got to stop that, and stohtit
quickly, It is net uncommon to filld
papers connectedwith works involving the
expenditu-re of ten and twenty thousand
pounds which have been begun without
the sanction even of the Cabinet, and
certainly without the sanction of Parlia-
mnent.

Hox. F. H. Thssss: Are they in pro-
gress now P&

THE PREMIER: Well I stopped one
the other day. I do not want to elaborate
this principle at the present time, but
when my friend the Treasurer delivers
his Budget, there wiDl be any amount of
time-if you care to let us live until that
time may it please you, gentlemen. if
hon.Ienbers like, they can make an
opportunity for discussion of this ques-
tion. I only rewind the hon. member
that these t*o paragraphs did occur in
the Speech, because, perhaps, he may
have forgotten them, and may like to
refer to them at'some late~ date.

THdx. F. H.- Pixssu: Ishall refer to
them. Iif

THE PREMIER:- The incursion of
rabbits is also referred to, and there I
must confess w4 are in a difficulty. We
shall honestly seek the advice and assis-
tance of Parliament. In the course of
the few weeks at our disposal it has been

*impossible for us Ito do anything; nor
could we do anything, because we have
not yet the funds. But there will be
monby: you will be asked to vote sup-
plies for three mouths, and we intend, if
this House thinks fit, to follow up the
recommendation of the Royal Comm is-
sion to place onj the Estimates a sum
of £30,000, as lie Commission recomi-
mend, with the idea of constructing a
fence, If the House tells us that we
should, when the Supply Bill is through,
proceed with that work at once on the
distinct assurance that the money wilhbe
passed when the Estimates come down,
wve will lose no time in setting to work on
that very important Lmatter. I d o not think
bon, members would expect me, when I
ha-ve been speaking so strongly against
unauthorised expen4iture, tgj enter, into
c;ontracts to sp~end £30,000 vitout the'
authority of Parliament. If course I
honestly say that we desire to be% assisted
and informed on this great question jand
should the House say there is anmhbetter
systemn Fencing, we shall give every
weigit ad con sideration to the sugges-
tion. If, on the othe4 hand, the House
says we are not to spend anything, then,
th ough wit h a degree of regret, we should
submit to that decision. I can hardly
think that there was no policy in the
Speech when, in addition to the two para-
graphs I have read, we find reference to
mhelncessitv for the amendment of the
Eletoral Act, for the establishment of a
system of electoral rights, and for the
abolition of plural voting. Now, these
surely are big constitutional principles.
The question of the abolition of plural

Ivoting I fought for in this House
Ilast year. I fought fokt in the Consti-

ttoBilwhen that wits going through
votiitlee, and the hon. members sitting
here th at, night were those who were most
violen tly opposed to that proposed al tera-
tion. 'When the Bill camie up for the
third reading we desired to recommit
it in order- that the House mighty
reconsider its determination. But no;
still the same strong opposition to that
progressive policy, the same opposition

iwas made, and the proposal did not go
through. But what happened? As soon
as the general elecions were on, all the
Ministers-at any rte, two or three
of the Mlinisters- werti favour of the
abolition of plural vo~ing. And then,
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when wa, advocate the abolition now,
we are told that we have filched their
policy, Before I leave the question
of rabbit policy, I am reminded by a
member thqt in1897 a gentleman sitting
over thrIthen brought this matter
prominenti? before the Government by
resolution, and that it was my friend the
Treasurer (Hon. F. Illingw orth) who
insisted on the resolution being put and
not withdrawn, so that it might be on
record. Thatresolution was passed, affirm-
ing the necessity of dealing with the
question. I The Minister for Lands of the
day, the 'present member for Northam,
declared that this question would be
attended to without any delay :- Steps&
have been taken to place in the hands of the
Stock Department the whole of the work
of dealing with the rabbit invasion," he
said, "anwe shall take active steps to
do whateve is necessary, and to under-
take fencing if that he found desirable.
I want to assure bion. members of this,
that the Government have been folly)
aware of the danger for some time past,
and although it may be a question

wheherrabitsare such a source of
danger to WestekI Austrahiit as they have
been in the Eaatern colonies, still we feel
that no risk must be run in dealing with
this danger." Al11 that is to be fo nd o
page 923 of the 1897 ffannr&~ Ijm not
going td refet to that book an~ more
to-night. Well, since 1897 to the present
day is four years. That time ought to be
long enough for most men to pei-form a.
promise. However, it relts with us to do
what we possibly can. Ilmust, thank the
hon. member for North1vet (Mr. R..
Speight) for the generous observations lie
made during his speech last night, and I
am delighted now to hail him as one of
the Government party.

Mu. GEORGE:- As a brother.
THiE ?J EMIER:. As an example which

I am an every budding politician might
well follaw. The speech of the hon.
member for Suh-iaco (Air. Daglish) satis-
fied ine that so long as he elects to remain
on my side of the House I have in him a
gentleman well versed in debate, and.
quite .capable not only of resisting thef
attacks of the other side, but of carrying?
the war into the enemy's camp if neces-
sary. The bon. memlber for Geraldton
(Mr. R. D. Hutchinson) spoke at some
length on the question of the Midla~nd

Railway and the necessity' for purchasing
that concession. Well,' I will not dis-
guise the faatthat whe n I s~e my wvay
to purchase tilat property at a reason-
able figure, I shall be only too pleased
to clinch the targain. But it is, to my
mind, a question of price ;and I have
refrained from mentioning the' Midland
RailwayT in tile Governor's Speech because
T did not hink it was a matter which,
considering the delicacy of the negotia-)
tions which will have to be-entered, into,
ought to find a -place in the Speech: We
shall, of course, -keep our eyes mn the
direction'of the Midland Railway. We
are aware that there is a contract 4
existence. The lion, member has been
good enough to suggest that the terms
of that contract should be observed on
both sides. With that sentiment I readily
agrYee; and. I hope that it will be fauna
that the present Government are quite

ready to perform their part of the con-
tracud to see that the other side shatl
perfom thadirs. But the hon. mnember
might have hesitated before he blamed.
this Administration for any errors in con-
necti.on with 'the Midland Railway. He
shoul rather have attacked his' chief,
because it was during the administr~tion
of that gentleman and his colleagues hat
this question cropped. up; and it is tifere-
fore a question of the past, not exactly of
the present. We have had absolutely
nothing whate-ver to do with it up to the
present moment, but I can promise the bon.
member that we shall nlot lose sight of
the mnatterjujd that we sbhl watch with
great care ifis very valuable suggestions.
I am glad the hon. member mentioned
the question of mining on private
property. That is a. matter which he
said might have beba referred to in the
Speech, and he regretted it was-omitted;
but it was uselessito fill the Speech up
with suggestions ' hc we know we
cannot carry out during this session of
Parliament. There are a great many
matters I referred 'to in - my speech at
Queen's Hall which- I did not refer to

in theGoveror' Speech, because, as
have alread sidl, iy desire is to get

this session over as Uickly as pcssible,
and proceed to wofk and learn my
business as an administrator. There is
abundant work before uis for the next
twelve months. The last gentleman who
spoke was the member for the Murray
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(Mr. George), who, I wasi glad to bear,
said he did not intend to Beat about the
bush, as I presume he means to say he
used to do in the past, and it is his
desire to come off the -rail " and let us
know, at any rate this Iittle community
here, exactly wherelhe is going to sit. I
congratulate myself on the hion. member's
position, for now I know where he is, and
I shall know that whenl he attacks me I
shall be priv'ileged to' rPly- [Mr.
GEORGE: Rear, hear.] Hjis a good
representative, of the old Fo'est party ;
as good as any of them. I am perfectly
sure he will do credit to the tradition& of
that party.

Mn. GPonos: - I should not be sitting
here if Forrest were here.

THE: PREMIER: I was rather
astonished, though, to bear himi [speak
of the old Administration as corrpt; at
least he thought they were, It was very
strange to find him supporting an Adinin-
istration which bore such an evil reputa-
tion. However, I may have taken a
wrong note again-I may be accused of
doing it.

MR. GEORGE: I am no oing to accuse
you. t

Tiis PREMIER: I did not say they
were corrupt. The hion. member seemed
to be rather annoyed with the member
for Easi Perth (Hon. W. H. James), but
this is not the first time. I have often
seen tha-t occur in this House before. He
seemed to think the member for East
Perth threw down a challenge, or, as he
termed it, waved the red rag; and he told
us he should take up the challenge at any
time he thought fit; that hie was going to
c~hoose the time.

MR. Gxonas:- I?
THE PREMIER: ThatfI is what the

lion. mn~mher said, I think.' I appeal to
members to say if that is not what the
hon. member skid. He said that was a.
challenge he was not going to take up
now, but that be would take it up at any
time the Opposition thoughit; in other
wards that the Opposition would. choose
their own time. One party can force a
fight on, sometimes. I -wish to say that
when I paid a. certain compliment to the
member for Northam, the old Minister for
Lands (Hon G Throssell), in my speech
at Queen's Ria4I meant what I said, and
Z a~m conscious of the good work which
that, fLon. --member -has always done

for this country. I know his energy,
I know his application. I realise h is
ability; and, as I say, when I paid
him thle, complimeaht I meant it. But

it does not follow 'that I meant that
colpliment to extend beyond him, and

to embrace any other miember on the
Opposition side of the House. We are
told that on this side of the House we
have said the f armners have not done their
duty. I do not remember thatIjid if it
was said, it is'an expression M opinion
which I by no means approve of. If
there is one class of person for whom I
have great respect, it is the agriculturist.
I like to see him prospeoQ, ad thoug

may not be at one witlaricnlturiStS
on every little point, yet I hope they will
realise that at any rate the . Government
desire to -be fair to them. Wer% will
encourage the setticufent of thje land to
the best of our ability; we. will offer
facilities on the railways for bringing
produce t~tbe doojof the consumer; ;and
we desire, above ffi] things, to see the
people on the goldfields in d~oser touch
with their brethren on the coast. They
have matters in common. There ia n'o
reason for antagconism between these two
bodies of poop]i ,and if there is anything
like an attempto sow discord, it will not
be sown from t ie side of the House. I
canl promise members that. Of course, I
could speak at far greater length, if it
were necessary; but fortunately I have
not had to reply to the criticisms of vvery-
body who would attempt to reud mne in
pieces. I understand from the eIder of
the Opposition that there will be no
amendment to this Address proposed, and
I honestly tell the House I anm sorry for it,
because I should like to have known this
evening how! I stand. I want to know who
are tb4 traiglit-out Opposition, and who
are t§~ straight-out Government sup-
porters. I want to know whom I have
offended.aud I want to know whom Iamto
attack at the propdr moment, and from
whom I can expect attack. The oone I
know that, -the better I shll belesd.

Inasmch asitis not the intentiom of mom-
hers to make an attack upon me to-night, we
will see what we can do on some other
occasion. I am going to ask the House
to pass a Supply Bill to-morrow. We
have no money. We have given the
Treasnr~chcst a shake, and there is no
respoasiA' rattle, and we cannot do work
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unless we have mone 'y. We ask you to
vote us a sufficient sum to carry us on
for the next three months. We say .three
months, to be on the safe side, because
previous to thelend of that 'time no
doubt we shall be able to place both the
general Estimates and the Loan Estimates
before you. Although the Message from
the Governor suggests £1,OOO,OO, I shall
submit readily to rdqeethat amount, if
the House itself think he sum too large,
but I suggest we slould have three
mouths' supplies. I shall be satisfied
with two, if you think three months too
much. I am going to ask the House to
adjourn as soon as that Bill is passed,
taking care, of course, after consulting
the conveniencefof hon. miembers gene-
rally and the leader of the Opposition,
that any special motion which any
member desires to bring forward shall be
discussed. I do not desire to burk dis-
cussion in any way. Do not think that,
because I am asking fqj- supplies, directly
I have got supplies I lm going to u rge
adjournment, or have a prorogation.
Nohthing of that kind at aill. If mem-
bers like to go on for the next
fortnight or three weeks, I will
do so, but I admit that it will be
very inconvenient; absolutely incon-
venient. We have to be prepared for
th4 royal visit, and if members think
so 4ebody else than myself ought to repre-
sent the State on that occasion, I will
readily give way to them. I can assure
members that whilst I occupy this
position I will discharge the duties which
are cast upon me; but if they desire to~
turn me out and let someone else under-I
take the work, I think this is the time to
do it. We shall adjourn then until about
the first week in August, when 1 shall
ask the Treasurer to be prepared if
possible with his Budget speech, and to
bring down fore your consideration the
annual Estimate% without any delay. At
the same time we should be prepared
with as much of formal business as
possible, and after that, if we get our
Appropriation Bill, I should certainly
ask this House to cut the session short,
and allow uts to get aboutlour business;
and particularly do I claim this indul-
gence because, if the Ministry are to be
allowed to continue in office, I hope they
will be given every opportunity and time
for doing bonest and good work. We do

not want to prepare the way for other
people. We doinot want to do, as it
were, all the bald work, and somebody
else to come in and reap the benefit of
our labour. That is why I say that I
think, if members are going to challenge
us,teyonght to challenge us at once. I
askta inffairness. I ask that as man
to mn ~f you are going to turn me
out, for goodness sake get it over. I am
reminded that in addition to the Supply
Bill, I may have to ask you, gentlemen,
to pass a Loan Bill, if not within tle next
fe iays, at any rate very early in August,
bec"use, owing to oiur aodvices from Lon-

don, we want to be prepared to takei
advantage of any change for the better in
the London market. Thlere is nothing
new to tell you with regard to the neces-
sity for this Loan Bill. Thej p~ublic
prints contain all the information; and
that which we on this side do not know,
you gentlemen on that side can get from
your leaders. We have nothing up our
sleeve, so to speak, with regard to this
Loan Bill, but we do want to be in a
positionjto go on to the loan market and
borrowitL soon as possible. Before 1 sit
down there is one question of this finan-
cial policy that I want to speak upon, and
itis this. You know we have a system of
borrowing herq through' the medium of
Treasury bills. 1Thereis a statute which.
when a Loan B ill is passed, enables the
Treasurer of the day to anticipate the
raising of that loan in the ordinary
course upon the London market by float-
ing Treasury bills at short date. We
deprecate that system, and always did so,
and as soon i as possible when we have
raised suffic~hnt money to ensure the
completion of public works and to pay
off all the current Treasury bills , I shall
ask the House either to repeal that Act
or to amend it, so that the Treasurer of
the da~ cannot indulge his fancy in
" flyin kites." I thank the House for
havingi stened to me. If I have bored
some people I do not regret it, because at
any rate I know that I have explained
as full 'y as possible the policy which I
intend to follow with, the 'assistance
of my colleagues as longI as we
are allowed to occupy this'position.
Again I thank hon. members for listeining
to me. I am more than pleased to find
myself leading so many as I do to-day.
I have never led so many before. I find
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there is not quite enough, and if a poiit4 I
invitation to the gentlemen who sit on
the other side of the House would induce
them to come over and support us, they
shall have it either verbally or in writing.

MRx. A. E. THOMAS (TDundas): Several
ion. members of this Rouse have explained
their attitude and staled why thejhave
taken the stand which they' have, and
why they have, as I think, contrary in
some instances to their election pledges,
taken a seat on the Opposition benches.
I also made statements to my constituents
and made several pledges, and I find in
reading through my pledges again that)
the most of those pledges are contained
in the Government policy. Therefore I
find that to be consistent with the atti-
tude I took up before my constituents I
had to take the place I do on the Govern-
ment (:ross-benche in this House. I did
not take my place be lutils I erd
somewhat of the policy which our Ministry
intended to lay before the country. I
may say I pledged myself to absolute
independence. I pL~dged myself that I
would not be bound to follow any' party
or be a direct nomiliee of one; and I
want tol say that when the Obrerumeut
introduce measures which are not in
accord with my views I shall then oppose
them, and if it be necessary to throw that
Government out, I should join with
others in throwing them out. I would
say this much in regard to the Govern-
ment policy, that th(tigh mostly it is in
keeping with my own, yet in my opiniou
it does not go far enough. This I will
speak of later. As regards the proposed
legislation, I certainly think there is
radical reform needed in our electoral
law~ We want reform in regard to
thee conduct of elections, for in the
last election in my constituency, which
is at very large one, many voters had
not an opportunity of recording their
vote one way or the other, because had
there been polling booths for places, like
Eucla and others nearly as far east, we I
would notj'have had the result of the
election reported till some months after.
I think we want to have the ballot-boxes
opened and the votes counted forthwith
at the various centres, and the result to
be wired through to the heaJ office, so as
to giecevery voter in our ivarious con-
$tituducies an opportunity of declaring-
their views in regard to the candidate

who is selected to represent them. I am
pleased to find the Government in favour
of redistribution of seats. I also want to
see a redistribution of seats with a due
regard to the popular voice anja due
regard also to every interest in the State.
The member for the Murchison (Mr.
Nanson) spoke about land being locked
up in his district, and I must say I have
been with him in that matter, for in my
constituency a lot of good land is locked
upjin pastoral leases, and I would like to
sel that land- thrown open to selectors.
I think it tan quite easily be done, and I
do not wish to see the men who hold
pastoral leases robbed, but the lessees
shall receive fair and ample compensation
for the land takenifirom them, and then
the land shall be given to selectors who
may have opportunity of taking it up, so
that we may have a lpopulatioin settled
on the land. I was pleased to hear from
the Premier that he intends to take
immediate steps in regard to the rahbito
question. This is a very sore point in~
the constituency I represent; and when
I read the report of the Rabbit Commis-
sion on this question, recommending that
my constituency should be left out. of
the area which is to be fenced against
rabbits, and proposing to run a fence
fro4 Mary Ann Harbour practically to
PertE, leaving unfenced all the land to
the east of that line, I felt that the
recommendations of that Commission
would not do justice to a large area of
occupied land that is 'worth protecting
against the ravages of. the rabbit'pest.
There is soin4landl in the neighbourhood
of Esperance Bay which is worth pro-
tecting, and no attempt has been made
to protect tb-at land from the incursion
of rabbits. In 1897 this question of
rabbits was brought befoe this House,
and -we then knew that tbe rabbits were
in thetountry, although interested parties'
said there were no rabbits. No steps
were then taken to cope with the diffi-
culty. I do not say whether a fence is
the best thing to keep out the rabbits;
hut if a fence is the best thing, then I
contend that a fence shouldijgo, east as
far as possible, in order to pfoctect most
of the land that is worth protecting. I
understand that the rabbits have now got
a little east of Thomas River; and if so,
this would show that we should take the
fence as near to that as wjcan safely
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get, and to protect as much of the land
mn the Dundas constituency as we can,
because the people occupying land there
are entitled to as much consideration as
the fanning population in other parts of
the State. We have good Iq d in that
constituency, and although ' shave been
asked why the land is Dot taken up if it
be good, I cannot imagine anyone being
foolish enough to take up land in a plac:e
where he can get no market for his pro-
duce. There is a little farming com-

munty round about Esperance Bay, and
I cafassure the House that last year

there were tons of produce burnt and a
great quantity fed to pigs because no
market was available to which the pro-
duce could be sent, except the small
market at Norseman. With regard to
mining, we agree it is a great ase
and ITjam sorry to find there is no
specific 'Tution of the mining industry
in the Governor's Speech. We want
to give our prospectors every encourage-
ment, and I have formed an opinion
from the utterances of sonic Minis-
ters now in office that they intend to
bring in measures for the encouragementft
of prospectors and also to offer bonuses
for deeper sinking and for opening up
new ground. The Premier has told us
that he intends to have a parliamentary
drafting staff, and (as one member
interjects) a, good one at that. I say it
is about time, for after reading throughi
the Mining Acts and regulations I a
understand the necessity for a proper
parliamentary drafting staff, because
there are radical amendments needed in
almost every page of these Acts. I
hail with delight the statement of the
Premuier that fruit will be allowed
to come into this State; and notwith-
standin Jknything which can be said on
the Opp~hition side of the House, I may
say that anything which will tend to
cheapen the cost of? living on our gold-
fields and induce a greater settlement of
the wives and families of miners on those
fields ought to he encouraged in every~
way possible. That remark will applyk
also to other foods. I do not anticipate
that removal of restrictions on the
importation of apples and pears will
greatly cheapen the cost to consumers
on the goldfields; therefore I would like
to see the Government do something, if
possible, to bring thtfousuner into more

direct contact with the producer, and to
have public markets in some form
established in the populous centres, so as
to prevent the middleman front robbing
the producer of a lot of his profit and
robbing the consumer by corn plin him
to pay more than a reasonablj price. I
take the opportunity of congratulating
the Commissioner of Railways on the
fair and firm attitude he has taken with
regardl to the strike at Fremantle. I
feel strongly on this point, for we have
had the Labour organisations. fighting all
through for the principle of conciliation
and arbitration, Iand those members who
especially reprefent Labour in this House
have taken a fair and reasonable course
in advising the men on the present
difficulty; the result being that those
men and the representatives of those
unions which have been asking so long
for qoncliation. and arbitraition now say
theyj will not accept the fair and
just proposal submitted to them by
the Commissioner of Railways and
recommended for their adoption by the
Labour members in this Hlouse. I amn
sorry to find, and this is why I cannot in
fairness congratulate our Government,
that they do not intend proposingt the
construction of any new works or railways
this session. That practically means we
are going to hang up the country for
somne considerable time as regards new
works; and I say that in respect of
reproductive works, you have no right
to allow new works of a reproductive
characte4to lie idle- one moment. I say
farther that if you make new railways,
and by that means bring in an increased,
revenue and promote an increase of trade,
it is ow' duty to undertake these works,
and this House has no right to hang
them up. I want toj see a railway
go 'northward from Lonora through
Morgans and Laverton and that way; I
want to see a railway go through the
Lawlers district; I want to see a railway
go from Esperance Bay to the goldfields,
and this is a6 line thagt must fr made
sooner or later. I am isick and tired of
the way in which ini constituency has
been neglected in this matter. It has
been said there is no port at Esperanee,
only an open roadstead; but I -would say
to members who talk in tha4 way, i twould
be advisable for, seie of them to ascer-
tain the nature of the inqpiries) lately
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made by the British liaval authorities
regarding the port of Esperance. I may
say broadly that I am a strong opponent
of the principle of centralisation which
has been followed too long in this
State. I want to see that every port in%
Western Australia shill get the trade to
which its geographical position entitles it.
I am glad to note in that connection the
words of the member for Albafly (Mr.
Gardiner), and I will back him lip and
am sure he will back me up in anything
which will tend tot open up and develop
the different ports V Western Australia.
In that respect 1 feel sure of having
strong support from the members for
Bunbuxy and (ieraldton as well; and I
may even go so far as to say I ought to
have the strong support of the Fremantle
members. I There is a mining district in
the const~tuency which I represent, a
mining district which is being ruined for
lack of railway communication. I refer
to the Dundas goldfield and especially to
Norseman. We want a railway badly
there, sod several attempts havt 'been
made'to give us thiat railway. I thould
like to say here, in dommnon fairness, that
many of those who are Opposition
members to-day were the ones who tried
to give us that railway communication.
I must in all fairness say that. I want
to point out that a railway to Norsemnan
would open up big muining resources
there. Only recently I have altost been
compelled to close down a big mine
owing to the lack of facilities
for wprking in the district, which
means that I have almost had to turn
150 men away. The member for the
South-West Mining Dlistrict (Air. ..
Ewing) spokeN to us a little relative to
Collie and thA' Collie railway. I would
like to say that I want to see every
industry in this country fostered and
every industry encouraged. I want to
see the farming industry go ahead,
because I represent in this House both
farming and mining- riterests in my con-
stituency. I want aso to see the great
gold-mining indnstry of the country go
ahead, and.1 want-to see proper means
of communication and transit granted to
the Collie coalfield.

A MEMBER: flow about the pastoral
industry ?

MR. THOMAS: To the pastoral in-
dustry, to evervfudustry in the State.

But I certainly maintain that the means
of communication which is asked for on
behalf of Collie, namely a railway to
Narrogin and thence on to Kellerberrin,
is not the proper means of communica-
tion to be set up between tle coalfields
and the goldfields. I havej taken the
trouble to work out some figures in con-
nection with this matter, and I trust that
the Rlouse will not be wearied if I give
some of them. It has been stated
repeatedly that there is now a very
limited supply* of timber oin the fields.
However, Mr. Relso~ithe forest ranger,
after making a very careful estimate
and going into detailed figures in
connection therewith, considers there is
from 12 to 14 years' supply of wood
there. It has been stated that we. ought
not to cut th t timber for fuel, but ought
to conserve i or mnig timber. T sent
a' wire to one of the big mines in
Kalgoorlie in order to find out what
ratio there was between the fuel used by
the mines and the mining timber used by
them; and I received a repl sttin that
divin -g the month of Vay 2,700 tons of
firewood was consumed, wlfis the amount
of mining timber wvas* 27 tons. If we
have a twelve years' supply of fuel, I
leave hon. members to judge for them-
selves how lasting a suppl y we have of

rmip gtimber. There is no question
thattooner or later wve shiall have to get
coal to the fields in order to run our
mines. At present the coal is being
brought through East Perth to the
fields-the little that does go up there.
Collie to East Perth is 123 miles, East
Perth to Kalgoorli is 374 miles, thence
to the mines 3 iis; total, 500 miles.
I have left out of consideration the
proposed new exten :sion of the railwaIy to
the centre of the fields-r- think it is
proposed to extend the railivay five or
six miles. From Colli to ltrrogin is
68 miles, Narrogini totXellerberrin 93
miles, Kellerbei-rin to Kalgoorlie 242-
miles, thence to the mines 3 miles, mnd
allowing for the line not running in a
straight lin6 10 miles, ma kin a ttal of
416 miles. Now I maintaIt aldu
seriousness, that the proeray to get
Collie coal to the goldields of Western
Australia is by Esperance Bay.

A MEMBER: Nonsense!
MR. THOMAS: I am glad the hon.

member takes the trouble to interject
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1nonsense." I have worked out some
figures in this connection. The Oommis-
sionerftof Railways will, I think, bear me
out when I state itat the department is
losing money on the South -Western
Railway for every ton of-coal carried, and
every increase of coal carried over the
present line means piling up the atgony
anld losing More and more. It appear4l
to me thamt the remedy for a state of
affairs like that existing, is the construc-
tion of a direct line between Collie and
Bunbur 'v: Now, a' direct lin e between
Collie and Bunbury would be between 29
and 30 mips-I have estitiated 32.; and
the cost ofj hauli ng at a halfpenny a ton.
per mile islls. 4d. I think A the prebent
time the coal is being carried from Collie
round by Brunswick into Bunbury for
is. 9d. From Bunbury to Espra1c Bay
I estimate the cost at 3s. 6d.

A MEMBER: Ridiculous!
MR. THOMAS: I see some members

rather object to that, but I base my
estimates on the best of authority. If a
coal trade is going to be opened up with
the goldfields, you will find that the col-
lieries wilL have their own steamers or -
their ownflsailing vessels, or whatever
means of t~ansport may be adopted. An
estimate wits made by one of the highest
authorities in Western Australia for the
carriage of coal from Bunbury to Fre-
mantle, allowing for delays to steamers
and everything else; and that estimate was
that it could be done fo4 2s. 6d. to 3s. a
ton at the outside. Therffore I maintain
that for a traffic of this sort, to be built
up by collieries having steamers running
on their own -behalf, a freight of 3s. 6d.
a ton is ample to allow. -

MR. TEERDALE SMITH: jit would not
pay for the cost of handlt4.

MR. THOMAS: There is the loading
from the steamer ito the truck on the
Wharf;, is. 3d. That also is an estimate
based on very high authority. From
Esperalj-e Bay to the mines is 234 miles;
carriag 4at, aalfpenny Per ton per mile
would be 9s. 9d. This makes a total of
15s. 10d. As the railways now are,
500 miles, the haulage would come to
X1 Os. 10d. ; while for the new line it
would perhia fost l7s. 6d. You have a
difference thuR of Is. 8d., which you may
add if you will to the Ss. 6d. for which
you say the coal could not be carried by

sea. I maintain it could. Thl you
still havean equalityjbetween the two.

MR. TEESDAL skIrH: What about
wharfage'1? That is s.

MR. THOMAS: I am giving my
estimate.

A MEMBRn~: It is ridiculous! Your
figures are absurd.

MRs. THOMAS: They are not absurd.
The estimate I have given of 2s. 6d. to
Ss. pej ton from Blnhiir *v to Fretnatle
is an eltimate made by one oif our leading

shippin men in Fremnantle.
Mn."TEESDALE SMITH: It won't pay

for the handling.
MR. THOMAS: I do not know about

that. I was given an estimate of
carriage between Bunbury and Adolaide
at Vs.ttidd. per ton; and on that basis I
certainily maintain that 3s. 6d. is plenty
to allow for the collieries munning their
own steamers.

A MEMBER: You keep to cattle.
ANOTHER MEMBER: You keep to ticks.
A Tnirn MEMBER: Keep your temnper.
MR. THOMAS: I never losj my

temper. The saving of Is. 8d. per, ton
by that line would mean a saving of
£26,000 per annum to the Kalgoorlie
districf alone. These figures are the
result of careful preparation, and I would
be glad to have them refuted. fIshlall
open a nice theme for argument, if'I do
nothing else, by producing the figures on
the floor of the House. I think I have
wearied honl. members sufficiently, and J
beg to resume my seat. I am pleased
that an hon. member has just referred to
something whiebyl have here, because I
should not like 0J have sat down without
mentioning it. I go so far as to sayrthat
if the Government have not sufficient
money to carry (ut urgent reproductive
public works such as railways, we are ot
going-to have these works hung up I
for one would not be it party to that.
I would say, let private enterprise step in
and construct railways. I have not been
converted by the member for Perth (Mr.
F. Wilson), since my arrival here. I
was returned by my eonstitf tt to
uphold a lprinciple; but whil I am
as strongly opposed as a mm can
be to private enterprise being allowed
to hold main trunk lines or tq construct
main p)ublic works, yet I would allow
private enterprise to construct as manty
feeders as it likes to Government trunk
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lines, or to do anything which would%,
bring revenue to railways and works
owned by the Government. I would also
say that if we have to hang up indefinitely
our trunk -lines for lack of funds, then
we ought to allow private enterprise to.
step in and "make themh. I woqId fixthe price at which the Government tould
purchase at any' time; I would fix
maximum rates for goods and passengers;
and I would fix the quantity of rolling-
stock per mile. Further, 1 would have
no land grants. In that case there can
be no evil in lines being constructed or
run by private enterprise, because% you
have the public interests safeguarded in
every particular in which they can be
safeguarded. Offers have been made
before in this conl~ for the construction
of~ railway' s; and if I have not been
seriously misinformed, an offer was made
for the construction of a private railway
from Menzies t4he mines north of that
town. If railwa s had been constructed
when the offer to construct them was
made years ago, the country would have
owned those railways by this time in
return for not a penny-piece. Private
enterprise is not going to construct rail-
ways for nothing; of coure4 private
individuals propose to make m 5ney out
of them; but if a. commzunityv pay.210
per ton for cartage, and can get carriage at
X3 or £4 per ton through the building of
a line by private enterprose, then'a comn
mumty is saving a loz of money;.n h
owners of the line. are makiug money,
most certainly. At the end of the
time of the concession you will find the
result will be that the owners of the pri-
vate railway will have made, if you will,
a good deal of mo~y; the community
which they serve wilfumve saved a lot of
money; afd the counif v willihave obtained
a railway for nothing. Looking at these
facts, I cannot but urge that if we are
not able to construct our public works
and railways from public funds, that
if no funds are available, instead
of hanging up% the development of
our country f or an indefinite time we
should allow private enterprise to come
in and construct those works. At the
same time we should safeguard. every
possible interest of the public. I1 would
like to reaffirm that I am in this House
as an independent member, andithat I
was returned as such. I will support

the Ministry so long as they% bring in
liberal legislation which is in keeping
with my own policy and 'he policy which
I was returned to endeavour to carry out;
I will give them a cordial support as long
as theylbring in such legislation as is
good for the country as a wvhole ; but if
I see them introduce any legislation
which I think is not in the best interests
of Western Australia, I shall still retain
my independence and I phall be one Of
th~e first to say to them,%" Get out, and
let us have some better men in your
place."

Ma. YETJVERTON (Sussex) : L, in
common with many other members on
this side of the House, desire to place on
record my deep sense of the loss sustained
by this }Jonse and the country by the
death of Jthe late member for West
Kimberley (Mi'. A. Forrest). Not only
do I regret his death because of the
irreparable loss to those nearest and
dearest to him, but also because I know
that by his death we' have lost one of
those whom we could ill spare; one wlnj
by his energy, his kben business instincts,
and by his great and generous heart, was
so much needed in a country like this.
Referring to the policy *nunciated by the
Government in the speech of His Excel-
lency, and in the speech delivere l by the
premier in Que#en's Hall, I mayjay that
generally I am in favour of that policy,
hut I regret very much that in my opinion
it does not go sufficiently far. There is a
certain amount of new material in the
Speech, and a wish to render the (lovern-
inent s~mewhat in accord with members
on thi~ide of the Honse, which, perhaps,
is not altogether desirable. I entered this
House as an independent member, and I
desire at preseut to maintain that attitude.
I make no apology because I am sitting
oil this side of the Hou. I sther
beicause it suits mue best tolsit hesre, anduca
because in doing so I am carrying out
those promises J made dluring my electoral
tout'. Further, I feel myself more at
liberty to, if I choose, even support the
present Government, or better still to
criticise their actions. At the time of my
election I had ia very friendly feeling
towards the Goleru went, and I still have
it, but that feeling on my part, and I
believe ahi on the part of others on this
side of the House, was somewhat strained
when I heard the speeches made by the
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ineigher for Boulder (Mr. Hopkins),
aaihe member for the Murchison (Mr.
N~ausea). Perhaps I am taking too
much upon myself in saying so, but I
think it would be as well for the Premier
to advise those who on his side of the
House, like myself on thiq, side, are
somewhat new to public life~t, refrain
from delivering speeches such ats these
which were made reflecting upon the
intellect and motives of members sitting
on this side of the House.

A MEMBER: I did not include you in
that category.

MR. YELVERTON: I am glad to~
learn by the speech of His Excellency andj
the remarks of the Premier this evening
that we are to have economy in the
finances of the country and in adnminis-
tration. I think economy is seriously
needed in the finances of this country,
and that better administration is also
wanted. I hope the pledges made by the
Premier wilt be carried out, but that
economy willnot he carried too fnar. I
hope that not only will public works
promised by the late Administration be
carried out, but also that everything
necessary in regard to public works in
the future will with cldue economy, be
effected. I regret tojnotice from the
Speech, though possibly it was necessary,
we are to have no new railways; for a
very long time to come. It strikes mue
that in ab country where no new railways
are to be constructed, there is a lack of
progress which should not exist, andI
also regret to learn front the speech madel
by the Minister for Mines (Hon. Hf.
Gregory) the other day a~t Greenbushes,
that though the Government intend to
construct no new railways, they, are like-
wise determined to oppose private enter-
prise in the construction of railways or
other necessary public works. Notwith-
standingi the errors made in the past
with rcgA~d to private enterprise in the
construction of railways in this country,
it is possible to have railways constructed
by private enterprise and to safeguard
the interests of this country.

A MEMBER: It has not been done in
the past.

MRt. YELVEETON: One who Iis not
here now, I regret to say , but wflo was
sitting here earlier in the evening, a man
who has bad a wide experience in railway
management, told me lie felt sue that in

a short time, in one day in fact, he could
draw up an agreement whichjwould safe-
guard every interest of this counitry in
connection with private enterprise in the
construction of railways. I referred to
the speech made by the Minister for Mines
at 0-reenbushes. I must likewise refer
to a speech made by the Colonial
Treasurer (Hon. F. lhingworth) only a
few days ag in connection with the Mid-
land Railwa 3! This gentleman said the
Government proposed, or he proposed,
that the Midland Railway should be
taken over at an enormous sum, or that
negotiations should be made to take it
over. I believe Ie amout mentioned
was £800,000 or I £0,000 in excess of
the sui 'fot which we kinow it has been
previously offered to the Government.
I regret to think it should be deemed
necessary at this stage of the affairs of
the country to give a higher price for
that railwa thau that at which it has
been pieviouslyv offered. In regard to
existing lines of this cou~ntry, I am glad
to learn that at last we are going to get
new rolling-stock. Fbr many years it
has been promised us. For the last three
or four years has gon~forth the cry from
the people of this country, especially
those engaged in developing the indusd-
tries of the State, that more rolling-stock
was needed, and yet for all those years
we have been wanting it. It has been
promised to us tepeatedly, ad It has
never been given. Ido not care by whom
the rolling -stock now on order was
ordered; whether it was by the late
Administration or by the present Admin-
istration. All I hope is that now we have
definite information that the order has
gone forth, it will bj filled, and sufficiently
filled to thoroitghlyjlequip the railways of
this country. -rg tonoticethat nothing
has been said in the Speech with reference
to the better management of our railways.
Nothing has been said in it with regard
to the appointment Of a Paid Commis-
sioner, a inn of wide. experience, to
manage the Iailways for us. I think
possibly we ave a man in our midst
who could fill the position, a mDen of wide
experience, placed there totally apart f rom
political influence. My firma conviction is
that the railways of this country arc not
nmanaged in the best possible manner. I
trust that our friend the Minister who
has Ibow been appointed yaY be able to
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do something in that direction, but I
nain tain that while the head of that great
spending department is liable to political
influence, we shall never get the results
that we should obtain. I an glad, how-
ever, ito notice that the present Govern-
menf has in a certain direction made a
departure with regard to railways. They
have separated the positions of Commis-
sioner of Railways and Director of Public
Works. 'I think thait was very necessary
indeed, because I never could believe that
one man could properly fill iboth those
positions. I have also learfit that the
loan moneys for the construction of new
railways, or for the equipment of rail-
ways, will be placed, not under the
direct ion. of the General Manager of Rail-
ways, but indirectly under the direction
of the linister for Works, and by his
authority undbr that of the Engineer-
in-Chief.

How. F. H. PIESSE: The construction
of new railways has always been under the
direction of the Engineer-in-Chief, anid
only additions and repairs to existing
lines have been carried out by the Rail-
way Department.

MR. YELVERTON: I1 am glad to
learnjthat this has been done, for I think
that It was very necessary indeed. I hope
a further departure will be made in con-
nection with the railways of this country
by the present Government, and that it
will ito longer be said of us that the
auditing of the accounts ojthe railways
is dealt with by an officer under the
general manager of those railways. I
think an audit of these accounts should
be made, as all other accounts are, under
the direction of the Auditor General. I
hail with pleasure the information that a
public works board is to belippointed.
Throughout the lefigth and breadth of
this laud we have evidence of the need
of the appointment of such a board.
Wherever y!u go you may find that
money has been spent upon unnecessary
public buildings, upon roads and bridges.
either uunecfssary or placed in the wrong
position; ojdaxns for the conservation of
water on the top of hills or where there
was no catchment area. These works cost
enormous sums, indeed, which probably'
would have been saved if we had then
had the benefit of a public works board.
I hope another departure will be made
bylle Government in regard to public

works, namely, that the whole of the
public works, as far as possible, will
not be carried out departmentally'j. I
should like to see these public works
carried out, as far-as possible, by con-
tract, so that not. only may the Gov-
ernment of thisicountry save money,
but the workcs be carried out efficiently.
I am sure that this working by day
labouir in large public works is an utter
mistake, and for my part I should give
men with the ener-gy and enterprise, and
tile m as t hand t9 carry out such
works,an opportunity of tendering for
them. -~am in favour of the redistribution
of seats aud electoral reform, but I
deprecate tinkering continually with the
constitution of this country, and while I,-
am in favour of those measures, I think
there is no great need to hurry over
them. Withregard to electoral reform,
the present elhctoral law is not altogether
a bad one, and if people fail to record
their votes, if they neglect to have their
names placed upon the electoral rolls, it is
in a great measure their own fault. Still,
would endleavour to hielp thejpeople even
to avoid that fault, giving them greater
facilities by granting what are termed
electoral rights. I n~otice in the Speech
it is proposed to introduce this measure,
andj, hope and trust it will be dlone.
Even the police have had to be put on
the electoral rollsibut if the people will
not take the trouffe themselves, I fail to
see how you are going to better the con-
dition of things which exists under the
present system. I notice the Govern-
ment say in the Speech-not perhaps
exactly in the words I shall use-that
they desirelto place the people of the
coast and tie goldfields in closer touch;
in fact it is said there is a kindly feeling
on the part of the present Government
towards the coastal districts, and especi-
ally towards the agricultural districts ; I
might almost aythe South-Western
districts. I trusjad believe that this is

thecaebutI anot help remnembering
the utterances generally of the leading
members of the Governmnent in the past
with regard to the South-Western dis-
tricts. Before they took office they showed
very little of this kindly feeling which
they now desire to express towardstthose
districts, and that is one of the reasons
why I am sitting on this side of the House.
I desire to see some proof of that kindly



152 Addrr'ss-in-.Reply: [ASSEMBLY.' Debate, third day.

feeling from the Government benches.
I may say for myself that when Ido se
that proof, it will be heartily recipict
by me and the people I represent; hut1
not only is it in their utterances in the
past but by their recent actions they have
not yet proved that kindly feeling on
their part. First, with regard to remov-
ing the prohibition from tbe importation
of fruit, I do not think 5that is a very
kindly action towards the people in dis-
tricts where the producers have invested
large sums mn laying down orchards and
endeavouring to provide fruit for this
country. I have heard it said that it
will he years before the local prod action
will overtake the deiand; but Il have
been considerably through those dis'tricts
in the South-West, and I am not of that

opinon, for I believe in a year or two the
production will overtake the demand.
This I have also heard, and I believe it
is true, that the Government intend to
depart from the course pursued by the
late Administration and particularly the
late Premier, that is in regard to the
purchase of large estates for cutting up
and promoting settlement on the land.
I know there are large estates of good
value in suitable positions, a good quality
of land, that can bejpurchased. and cut
up for enabling small'fa, mets to settle on
the soil. I have heard that some of the
richest land in this country, in the South-
West district, has been offered to the
Government for this purpose; and I
believe the a wer was that the Govern-
ment did not 5quire to buy more land,
as they have 'pety of Crown land avail-
able for settlement. When I heard this
was the answer they gave, and knowing
as I did how great a-benefit it would
be to those districts if that particular
estate could be purchased and crlt up
for %settlement, I regretted very much,
because I am convinced this operation
would result in a large profit, to the
State, as has been the case in some
other instances; therefore. I think it
was a mistake for the Minister for
Lands to say he would not agree to that
proposal.1 I also notice that notwith-
standing the kindly feeling which the
present Ministers profess towards the
agriculturists, nothing is said in the
Governor's Speech in regard to the estab-
lishment of agricultural colleges andI
experimental farms. If the Government

are in earnest with regard to this kindly
feeling, something should hav4 been pro-
posed in that direction. Somithing also
should have been said by them with
regard to extending the scope of the
Agricultui-alBank,which has been of great
assistance to many struggling farmers;
for I am convinced that if its scope and
powers were extended it would be of till
greater benefit to many people who skitle
on the land. I should like to see, as
another instance of this kindly feeling,
something proposed with regard to the
clearing of land prior to its sale for
settlement, so that greater good may be
done bj enabling occupiers to begin culti-
vatiott once, and I am satisfied that if
land were cleared on a large scale and
with proper appliances, it could be done
at a cheaper cost by the Government than
in any other way; and if sold on deferred
pa~yent, this systen would be of great

assisanceinde dt people settling on
the land. I am glad to notice that a
Factories Bill is to he introduced, and
I believe it is much needed, espe-
cially by those engaged in dangerous
occupations and in connection with
machinery. I was pleased to hear
the )premier in a recent speech say he
was A in favour of adhering to the
slidilig scale, for I think if we attempted
to depart from the sliding scale it would
be a great mistake on our part, as it was
on a promise that the sliding scale should
continue that we entere 4 nto the Federal
Commonwealth, and wethonld adhere to
that lpromise. With regard to the rabbit
question, I have felt for some four or five
years that this matter was being neglected,
almost criminally, by the lateGoverninent.
Some years ago, when Mr. Surveyor
Mason was sent out to miake an inspection
with regaid to the jincursi~n of rabbits,
we had ample proof then that there were
rabbits in the country; and if there had
been an outlay then of some X10,000 or
£20,000 in putting up a rabbit-proof fence,
we would now be in ajposition to cope
with this pest, whereas hundreds of
thousands of pounds may now have to be
expended to attain the same end. I am
glad to hear from the Premier this even-
ing that he intends to proceed with
endeavouring to fcnice out this pest. I
would like to haviheard that, not only
was it his intention, but (as was indicated
by a question put in the House the other
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evening) I hoped he intended to spend
some little money in endeavouring to
ascertain whether it is possible by some
scientific. meank to do away with this
pest. j fi spsible, as we know it is

posei in the ease of the bubonic
plague which can be spread by rats, it
may also be possible to' spead by infec-
tion some disease among the rahbits
which will get rid of the pest, without
going to an enormous expense i4,utting
up what is called a rabbit-proo fence.
I also notice no reference is made in
the Speech as to the intention of the
Government to establish Circuit Courts
throughout the State. These Courts
would relieve magistrates considerabl~y
from great responsibility, and be a satis-
faction to litigants. 1 amniglad to learn
there is to be a consolidatio8n and simpli-
fication. of the laws of the State, and that
is a reform greatly needed. In speeches
made by the late Attorney General, it
was brought to our minds there was great
need for law reform, Referring to the
difficulty withteard to the labour ques-
tion arising out of the strike at Fremnantle
I am glad to notice the firm stand that
has been talton by thc'Commissmner of
Rail~ays. No one desires mnore than I
do to give the Government ample means
to ascertain which is the right course, so~
as to ensure to the ;vorkers 9. fair day";s
wage for a fair day's work, and duiy
protect the interests of the whole of the
commnunity. But when it was state4 that
the Commissioner mast give in to these
men by conceding exaeiy what they
require, and that they wil~tot consent to
have a board of conciliaion and arbi-
tration in this matter, then I say these
men deserve no support from any member
of this House; and I am delighted to
note the part taken by the so-called
Labour party in this House. I trust the
Commissioner ofiRailways will receive
not only the support of the Labour
members, but the support of every
member in this House. I thank hon.
members, and you (Mr. Speaker), for the
patient hearing E given Rue ont this my first
attempt to speak in this House; and I
trust that in tAjfuture my utterances
may be of some benefit to the constituency
I represent, and to the State generally.
I thank you.

Mr. T. HAYWARD (Bunbury): It is
my intention to confine my remarks

principally to one paragrapih of the
Governor's Speech, and that is in reference
to im migration and settlemen tn the soil.
As an employer of labour foff something
like forty years, I never experienced
difficulty .in obtaining the labour I
required until within the last year or
two. In my' district agricultural labourers
are not to be procured at. any price. I
know that employers have been offering
froujXl to 30s. a week with hoard and
lodg-mhg for agricultural labourers, and yet
cannot get the labour they require, and
in consequence a large area of land that
otherwise would have been planted with
corn this season will be left idle. This
applies in a greatejlegree to the dairying
industry, for in my district at the present
time there is not half the amnount of
butter made that was made there 20
years ago, and the reason is that it is
impossible for those livi ng, o,, a farmi to
find time to milk the cows lnd labour
cannot be obtained. The owner of one of
the finest herds of cows in the South-
West district, who had not only one of
the best farmns but also every appliance
necessary for the dairying business,
has founid such great difficulty in po
curing labour that he has hadjrto
abandon the dairying business; and at
present there is not a pound of butter
made on that farm. The cows have
had to be sold off , and the land is
depastured. with isheep. That is the case
also on other farms in my district. The
member for Subiaco (Mr.jDaglish) said
be was opposed to the imptrtation of any
but British labour. I have done my best
to get farm labourers to come out fromi
England, particularly last year, but I
did not succeed; and if hon. members
will make in "Iy i's I did with regard
to farm labon i~n Englnand, they will find
there is near as much difficulty in
getting ]albour to work the land in
England as in this country. The member
for East Perth (Hon. W. H.- James)
somewhat anticipated my remarks as to
the means of providing labgur. I am
under the impression thatw our only
chance is to get, as he said, Scandinavian
labour, and I think we should get
German labour as well.

A Msnnnn: What do you think of
the Boers ?

MR. HAYWARD: I would also go to
Holland for labour. I have had some
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ex pgrience in employing German labour,
andll must say those people make very.
good. settlers. As members are aware, in
Denmark and Sweden in particular there
is more butter made in proportion to the
inhabitants than in any other part of the
world. I would also point out that
Danish butter is fetching the highest
pric in the English market, I think the

onlyeedy for this state of things would
be, if it were possible, to settle such
families on the soil;- to give themn every
facility for acquiring a fair amount of
land, so that they can grow food for their
cows; and tol establish c'reatneries and
butter factories, to which theycould supply
their produce in large or small quantities.
A reference was made by the membher for
Sussex (Mr. 11. 3. Yelverton) to the
proposed purchase of the Stirling Estate.
Needless to say it has beeni reported that
the M iniste r for Laud as decided not to
purchase this estate, albough it has been
offered to the Government at a fair price,
on the ground that the Government
already possess plenty of land of their
own. That iscorrect; but the laud owned
by the Government is of such an inferior
quality that toja great' extent it'is not
worth fencing, and certainly not worth
cultivating; aud at the present time that
is about, the only piece of land available
for settlement in that district. I regret
very much that it has been 4ccided not to
buy the estate. I believe the Commissionerj
himself examined the laud. In conclusion
I may say there appears to tue to be at
disposition on the other side of the 1Douse
to dictate to those on this side where they
should sit. I do not think that i's proper.
1, for my part, shall not accept dictationj
as to where I Shall sit. I intend to carry
out all the pledges T have given during my
electioneering campaign, and I intend to
sit here and to do my duty to the best of
my ability for the whole State, and also
for my own djsti-ict.

On motion~kV MRs. WALLACE, debate
adjourned.

ADJOURNME NT.
On motion by the PREmIuR, the House

adjourned at 10-31 o'clock until the next
day

"-2 c~AQK

%q,. -

Lrgfzlntibe ctounicil,
Thursday, 411 July, 1901.

Papers presented -Question, Camiels IMortation -Question, Apples Importation and Rsrcin
q uestion, Census Rteturns - Papers: School of
Mines t establish-- Fa - Liqumor sold to

Natives, Conviction at Bddgtown-Parrs Mail
SerVices, Sspettntt--btion BOYUI Visit. Railwa6y
Fares, debate resumed-A ddress-fr-reply, fourth
day, adopted-Adjournment.

THE PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4-SO o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERs.

PAPERS PESENTED.
By the MINISTER FRn LANDS (Hon.

0. Sommers) : c, Report of the Depart-
ment of Land Titles; z, Report on Gaols
and Prisoners; 3, Reserves under the
Permanent Reserves Act, 6.' Weat., No.
24; 4, Regulations under "The Stock
Diseases Act. 1896"; 5, Regulations
under "The Laud Act, 1898 "; 6, By-
laws under "The Roads Act, 1888,"
"The Cemeteries Act, 1897," and "The
Land Act, 1898 "; 7, Documentsrte Kuirra-
wang Wood Syndicate.

QUESTION-CAMELS IMPORTATION.
HON. R,. S. HAYNES asked the

Minister for Lands: i, How many
applications have been made to the Gov-
ermnent from the Ist January, 1900, up
to the present time, for leave to import
camels, z, The name or names of the

I applicant or applicants. 3, The date or
respective dates. 4, What was the
reason for prohibiting the importation of
camels into the State. 5, Does the
reason still exist.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
C. Sommers) replied:-] - Four; 2 and 3,
Faiz Mahomnet, 3rd October, 1900,
A.U.S.N. Co., 14th Janiuary, 1901,
Abbebullah and Rassaul, 19th February,
1901, 5, D. L. George, 25th February,
1901; 4, Camels were prohibited from
coming to Western Australia from Asiatic
ports en account of glanders, foot and
mouth, and other diseases; 5. Yes.

QUTESTION-APPLES IMPORTATION
A1WD RESTRICTION.

Rom. G. 2RAXDELL asked the Minister
for Lands:- If the experts of his depart-
ment have reported on the question of

(COUNCIL.] Apple8 Importation.


